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   NEW Northside Website: www.northside-sj.org 

Annual Northside Holiday Potluck December 8 

 

Photos:  Restoration work last summer on the 

Derby bar at 13th & Washington Sts. briefly  

revealed that the establishment used to be a  

corner market, D’Angelo’s Boulevard Grocery.   

The tell-tale signage has again been painted over.  

Bring a Salad, Side Dish or  

Dessert — Entrees & Drinks  

Provided 

 
The annual Northside Holiday Potluck will be held 
Thursday, December 8 at 6:30 pm at the Northside 
Community Center, N. 6th & Empire Sts.  Entrees 
and drinks will be provided by NNA.  Bring a 
salad, side dish or dessert.  We’ll have free raffle 
prizes, holiday music, an update on the 13th St. 
SNI and annual election of NNA officers.  Come 
celebrate the season with your neighbors.   
 
 

Por favor traen enselada, un plato  

lateral o postre — entrada y las  

bebidas proporcionadas 
 
El annual dia de fiesta potluck para Northside es 8 

en Deciembre en 6:30 pm en el centro de North-

side, este en el calles 6th y Empire.  Entrada y las 

bebidas propocianado por NNA.  Traen ensalada, 

un plato lateral o postre.  Vamos a tener premios 

libres del rafle, musica de fiesta una acualizacion 

en la decimotercero inciativa fuerte de las vdin-

dades y una eleccion annual de los oficiles de 

NNA.  Venido celebre la estacion con sus vecinos.    
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President’s  Corner 

by Don Gagliardi, President 

Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

 

 As reported last issue, lifelong North-

sider and neighborhood activist Joyce El-

lington, for whom our branch library is 
named, passed away August 1.  You can 
honor Joyce and tangibly contribute to the 
neighborhood at the same time by making a 

donation in Joyce’s memory to the San Jose 

Library Foundation to assist with the cam-
paign for Joyce Ellington Branch Library, 
which reopens in 2007.  Altogether, our 
community will need to raise $500,000 for 
what will go inside the new library — furni-
ture, fixtures, books, collections, and com-
puters.  Corporate and grant funding will be 
essential, but so will contributions from 
everyday Northsiders like you and me.  Al-
though we have just begun, so far we’ve 
raised over $6,000, including gifts in Joyce’s 

memory from NNA, 13th St. NAC, and 
Friends of Joyce Ellington Library.   Send 
donations to the San Jose Library Founda-
tion at 150 E. San Fernando St., 4th Floor, 
San Jose, CA 95112-3580.  Or donate online 
at www.sanjoselibraryfoundation.org. Dona-
tions are tax deductible.   
 
  * * * * * 
 
 It’s not just our local library that could 
use your support, but resident volunteers — 
your friends and neighbors — who work 
long hours to better our Northside commu-

nity through 13th St. NAC, our local Strong 
Neighborhoods Initiative group.  Northsiders 
and our Hensley Dist., Horace Mann and 
Julian/St. James neighbors have taken on a 
number of volunteer projects through the 
NAC that benefit our community, including 

Friends of Backesto Park, Friends of Joyce 
Ellington Branch Library, the Coughran 

Youth Sports Scholarship Fund, and the 

Cat Rescue Project, as well as working to 
calm traffic, convert the one-way couplets to 
2-way traffic,  revitalize N. 13th St., establish 
an historic conservation district, obtain a Coy-
ote Creek trail, preserve medical services in 
the downtown, underwrite a youth tennis 
camp, help put on an annual National Night 
Out event, and so on, all of which has been 
reported previously in these pages.  You can 
help not only by volunteering your time but  
by donating money to 13th St. NAC to assist 
in its efforts.  (See p.3  for details.)  A dona-
tion before December 31 may be deductible on 
your 2005 taxes; 13th St. NAC is a 501c(3) 
non-profit.  Plus, in whatever amount, your 
donation helps YOUR neighborhood.  Charity 
begins at home, they say.  What’s more, as 

part of the President’s Challenge (I’m presi-
dent of 13th St. NAC), I will match all unre-
stricted donations to 13th St. NAC up to 
$1,000 aggregate per year.  So every $1 you 
give is worth $2 to the ‘hood.  Please join me 
in giving back to the Northside! 
 
  * * * * * 
 

 Many thanks to Georgie Huff’s realty 
firm, Capital Properties, Ltd., for sponsoring 
NNA’s 40th Anniversary celebration last Sep-

tember.  Thanks as well to Riverview Systems 

for lending the equipment and staff to show 

the outdoor movie in the park.  Thanks to Fa-

ther Clair Antonio Orso and the Holy Cross 

Church for lending use of their facility for the 
musical soiree.  Thanks to  Zanotto’s and 
Rollo’s for donating food for the musical soi-
ree on Friday night, and thanks to the San 

Jose Police Canine Unit for giving a talk to 
pooch-loving residents before the Saturday 

afternoon dog parade.   Thanks to Keith Watt 
for donating use of his beautiful Le Petit Tri-

anon Theatre courtyard on N. 5th St. for our 
sumptuous Sunday brunch, catered at a deep 
discount, thanks to the generosity of profes-

sional chef Dylan France. Watt also matched 
donations, raised by passing my battered base-

ball cap at the brunch, to the 13th St. NAC 

Cat Rescue Project run by Live Oak Awardee 
Joanne Santner.  We raised over $400.   
 
 NNA boardmembers and volunteers also 
deserve kudos for a wonderful weekend en-
joyed by a broad cross-section of the neighbor-

hood.  Frank Barnard was the project man-
ager for the anniversary weekend.  Roseanne 

Sullivan organized the musical soiree featur-
ing troupes from the Filipino-, Mexican– and 

Italian-American communities:  Rosalia & 

Hose Villegas, Feny & Joseph Villuluz, 

Lorie & Celia Magsuci, Ofelia Baet, Gil-

cerio Vizcarra, Manuel & Violeta Vilaria, 

Jessica Domingo, Gig Guerroro, Patricia 

Machuca, Aaron Curioca, Pedro Contreras, 

Juan Ibarra, Virginia Sacci, Catherine & 

Mario Ventimiglia, Rosie & Jeffrey Lyon, 

Barbara Caporicci, Marisa Scotuzzi, 

Susanna & Michele Filippone, Maris & 

Franco Corrado, Carlo Vertemara, Gab-

rielle Grasso & Laura DeMuro.  I espe-
cially enjoyed the rousing rendition of “La 

Bamba.”  Bonnie Ross hosted the dance 
party in her backyard, with help from DJ 

Victor Tapia, and set-up, clean-up and 
decorations from Cathy Novello.  (The party 
was so rocking that the police crashed it.)  

Joe Rodriguez’s Northside neighborhood 
walking tour was a huge hit.  Northside 

Bocce Club members Leo Bevilacqua and 
Benny Vassalo gave a bocce clinic.  Nat 

Robinson organized the outdoor showing of 
the 1960s movie, The Incredible Mr. Limpet.  

Sonya Lu created the power point slides for 
the pre-movie show.  Joe Golda put up the 
sandwich-board signs announcing the 

events.  Tom Nixon coordinated the Sunday 
brunch.  Debbie Bybee obtained necessary 
city permits.  Ed Berger brought the award 
certificates.  And vice mayor Cindy Chavez 
graced us with her presence (and a commen-
dation) at the brunch.   Thanks to everyone, 
the weekend was a smashing success.   
 

 NNA’s Annual Holiday Potluck, is 

Thursday, December 8 at 6:30 pm at the 

Northside Community Center, N. 6th & 

Empire Sts. Bring a side dish, salad or des-
sert.  NNA will supply entrees and drinks.  
There will be lots  of free raffle prizes, holi-
day music and a chance to visit with your 
neighbors.   Hope to see you there! 

Above:  NNA boardmembers mark the 

group’s 40th anniversary September 25 at 

Le Petit Trianon.  From left to right:  Cathy 

Novello, Ed Berger, Tom Nixon, Diana King, 

Trianon owner Keith Watt, Bonnie Ross, Joe 

Golda, Frank Barnard and Nat Robinson.  

Crouching:  NNA president Don Gagliardi.   
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 Northside 

 
  

 Northside is published quarterly by the Northside  
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest.  NNA’s mission is 
to improve and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform 
members, encourage participation in activities which benefit the 
Northside and encourage identification with the neighborhood 
through social functions. 
 
 The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded 
by Julian, Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek.  All residents 
are automatically members of the association.  There are no dues.   
 
 Northside’s Board of Directors:  Don Gagliardi (president);  
Roseanne Sullivan (vice president), Ed Berger (treasurer);  Tom 
Nixon (secretary); Anthony Amarek; Frank Barnard; Leo 
Bevilacqua; Chris Bogosian; Chuck Hagenmaier;  Diana King; 
Cathy Novello; Joe Rodriguez; and Bonnie Ross. 
 
 The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box 
2317, San Jose, CA 95109-2317.  Telephone:  (408) 291-2752.  

The Northside 
Neighborhood Newsletter 

A regular update on the  

13th St. Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI): 

 
“Charity begins at home,” says 13th St. NAC president Don Gagliardi, 
who is promoting charitable contributions to the non-profit group as 
part of his “President’s Challenge.”   
 
“I will match all unrestricted donations to 13th St. NAC up to $1,000 
aggregate per year,” says Gagliardi.  “So every $1 you give is worth $2 
to the ‘hood.”  (Checks should be made payable to ‘13th St. NAC’ and 

sent c/o Don Gagliardi, 303 Almaden Blvd., Suite 500, San Jose, CA 

95110.  For more info, call Gagliardi at 291-2752).   

 

13th St. NAC, a 501c(3) non-profit, part of San Jose’s Strong 
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI), is a sort of “super neighborhood  
association,” according to Gagliardi.  13th St. NAC embraces a formal 
redevelopment plan encompassing most of the Northside, as well as 
three other adjoining neighborhoods — Horace Mann, Julian St. James, 
and the Hensley Historic District.   The plan, adopted by the city  
council in April 2002, focuses on building and maintaining a strong 
neighborhood through capital improvements and community building. 
 
Among the priorities of the 13th St. NAC are converting the one-way 
couplets on N. 3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th and Julian & St. James Sts. to two-
way traffic, revitalizing the Luna Park business district on N. 13th St., 
calming traffic throughout the area, improving code enforcement, 
sprucing up Backesto Park, completing a Coyote Creek trail, and  pre-
serving medical services in the downtown.   
 
13th St. NAC has launched a number of sub-groups and projects dedi-
cated to improving our neighborhood, including Friends of Backesto 
Park, Friends of Joyce Ellington Library, the Coughran Youth Sports 
Scholarship Fund, and the Cat Rescue Project.  The NAC also sponsors 
a summer youth tennis camp and, together with the Luna Park Business 
Assn. and NNA, the annual National Night Out in Backesto Park.      
 

“We need volunteers to find and apply for grants and approach their  
employers for regular sources of funding,” says 13th St. NAC treasurer Frank 
Barnard, who believes 13th St. NAC should aspire to a $2 million annual 
budget within 3-5 years.  “This type budget will allow us to take on some the 
larger projects have discussed,” Barnard says, citing new community centers 
in Backesto and Watson Parks, landscaping and amenities for the new Elling-
ton Library, paint-a-thons and other home improvements for low-income 
neighborhood households, new trashcans for the business district and Watson 
Park, youth programs, and the sustainability of National Night Out. 
 
“Please help,” urges Barnard.  “We have many projects that need money.” 
 

       * * * * * 
 

13th St. NAC meets 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 pm.  Locations TBA.   

Free dinner served from 6 pm.  For more information, contact 13th St.  
community coordinator Debbie Bybee at  277-3610 or debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov.      

Donate to 
13th St. NAC! 
Mail or deliver checks made  

payable to 13th St. NAC c/o  

Don Gagliardi, 303 Almaden Blvd., 

Suite 500, San Jose, CA 95110 

Donations to 13th St. 

NAC are tax deductible.   

Bocce Club          
T-Shirts 
Sizes Small - 2XL    $10 each 

    To Order Contact Mary Collins 
mary.collins6@gte.net or 971-3042 

       Sales proceeds benefit  
       Friends of Backesto Park 

  Update on N. 13th St. 

13th St. NAC Promotes Fundraising Campaign 

Joe Golda (left) & Nat Robinson (right), past and present chairs of Friends of 

Backesto Park, were both inspired to neighborhood activism by 13th St. NAC. 
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  T-Shirts 
Friends of Joyce Ellington  
Branch Library, San Jose, CA 

   $12.50 each 
Available at the library 
491 Empire St., 286-5628 
 
Proceeds help the Friends help 

Joyce Ellington Branch Library 

 

 T-Shirts 

Friends of Backesto Park, 
    San Jose, CA 
  $12.50 each 

To order call 408-525-0450 
or email jowilkin@cisco.com  
 
Proceeds help the Friends help 

maintain Backesto Park 

San Jose  

Earthquakes captain 

Wade Barrett  

supports Soccer 

Silicon Valley.   
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In   Br ief . . . . . . . . . .  

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who 
materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, the neighborhood 
association, or one or more of its residents in the upkeep or beautification of 
the neighborhood.  Current NNA board members and their families are  
ineligible.  Send nominations for future Live Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi, 

291-2752 or dpg2003@aol.com.   

Victor Tapia Receives NNA’s  

Fall 2005 Live Oak Award 
Email Notification of Neighborhood  

Development Activity Now Available 
 
Thanks to new technology at the city’s planning dept., and residents’ urging 
for better noticing procedures (see, “Residents Propose Re-Write of City’s 

Outreach Policy,” Northside, Fall 2003, at p.3), you can now sign up for 
automatic email notice of pending planning permits in our neighborhood.   
 
“Consistent with the updated City of San Jose’s Council Policy on Public 
Outreach, this system will notify subscribers, within 10 working days of 
submittal, that a planning permit application was submitted in their Council 
District and/or Strong Neighborhoods Initiative [SNI] Area of interest,” says 
city planner Mike Brilliot (a Northsider).  “Subscribers will receive email 
notification on most permit applications, including rezonings, General Plan 
amendments, conditional use and special use permits, site development  
permits, single family house permits and tree removal permits.” 
 
To subscribe, go to:  http://www.sjpermits.org/permits/permits/general/

emailform.asp.  Follow the instructions.  You will have your choice of  
getting notices for the entire city, for a given council district (Northside is in 
District 3) or, at the most focused level, for a given SNI area (most of  
Northside is in the 13th St. SNI.)   
 
“I urge residents to sign up for the notices and to sound the alarm if a par-
ticular development permit application seems troublesome,” NNA president 
Don Gagliardi told the Northside Email Group September 27.  “We’ve won 
the battle for better procedures, but it’s up to us to remain vigilant . . .” 

Save the Date:  Northside Home 

Tour — Sunday, September 24, 2006 

 
NNA will be hosting a Northside Home Tour, Sunday, September 24 
2006, from 11 am to 4 pm, reports Empire St. resident Gloria Flores-
Cerul, who is spearheading the committee planning the tour. 
 
NNA plans to showcase as many as 8 homes on the tour, which will 
cost $15 per tourist ($20 the day of the event).   Flores-Cerul says 
that the committee is still looking for neighborhood resident volun-
teers to open up their homes and/or serve as docents on the day of the 
tour.  Your home doesn’t have to be historic to qualify.  NNA wants 
the tour to reflect the neighborhood’s diverse variety of early– to 
mid-20th century working-class bungalows.  Proceeds from the tour 
will benefit neighborhood programs and activities. 
 

For more information, contact Gloria Flores-Cerul at 295-5380 or 

gfcerul@yahoo.com.     

N. 17th St. resident  
Victor Tapia is the Fall 
2005 recipient of NNA’s 
Live Oak Award.  Tapia, 
a disk jockey,  
volunteered his talents  
to the neighborhood  
association at the annual 
BBQ last June and during 
the first Tuesday each 
August the last two years 
at the National Night Out  
celebration in Backesto 
Park, as well as at NNA’s 
40th anniversary dance 
party September 24.   

Victor 

Tapia 

Former Briar Rose Inn  

Given City Landmark Status 

 
The Victorian mansion at 897 Jackson St. (at the corner of N. 19th St.), was 
granted landmark status by the City of San Jose last August.  Officially the 
John C. Morrill House, it was in the 1980s and ‘90s known as the Briar Rose 
Inn, a bed-and-breakfast.   
 
“This means that the overall architectural integrity of the house will be more 
likely to be preserved in the future regardless of owner, helping to maintain 
the historic flavor and integrity of the Jackson Street corridor,” says current 
owner Eric Thacker.     

Your Northside home might be a good candidate for the Northside 

Home Tour in September 2006.  Or maybe you would just like to 

volunteer?  Contact Gloria Flores-Cerul (contact info above). 
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 Annual Report on the Luna Park Business Assn. 
Luna Park Business District on N. 13th St.  
Celebrates a ‘Banner’ Year 

Above:  members of the Luna Park (formerly N. 13th 

St.) Business Assn. unveil streetlight banners.  Standing from left to 

right:  Linda Gonsalves (Linda G Realty), George Cox (Cox & Sprague), 

Gary Sunseri (Rollo’s Donuts), Aldrin Aragon (Café Aragon), Andrew 

Mendoza (Redevelopment Agency) , Lou Chiaramonte (Chiarmonte’s 

Market), and Dolores Webb.      

 

Left:  one of the new business association banners on one of 

the new, antique-style lightpoles along N. 13th St. — both 

paid by for by the Redevelopment Agency.   

  

 by Gary Sunseri, President,  

 Luna Park Business Assn. 

 
Greetings, Northsiders, 
 
Thank you for supporting the busi-
nesses along N. 13th St. this past 
year, an eventful one for the business 
association, and thanks for your con-
tinued patronage of a business district 
that is an integral part of your 
neighborhood.  Without you we 
wouldn’t be here today.   
 
This past year has again been an ex-
citing one for our association.  We 
changed our name from the North 
13th Street Business Association to 
the Luna Park Business Association.  
(See, Northside, Spring 2005, at p.5).  
You may have noticed the colorful 
new street banners along N. 13th St. 

‘You may have noticed the  

colorful new street banners 

along N. 13th St. heralding  

the Luna Park Business  

District!  The new name pays 

homage to the old Luna Park  

. . . where more than 200 town 

homes and a new public park 

— naturally, Luna Park — are 

currently being built.’ 

 

      — Gary Sunseri 

heralding the Luna Park Business 
District! The new name pays homage 
to the old Luna Park amusement park 
and ball-field that was once located 
where the Modern Ice & Cold Storage 
facility recently was (Northside, Sum-
mer 2003, at p.14) , and where more 
than 200 town homes, and a new 
public park – naturally, Luna Park – 
are currently being built.  (See, 

Northside, Spring 2005, at p.3).  
These new residences, and your new 
neighbors, are going to be a big shot 
in the arm to the business district.   
 
 The association has completed the 
third year of a five-year plan adopted 
in August 2002 for the development 
of the business district.  (See, North-

side, Fall 2002, at pp. 6-9).  With 
help from the San Jose Redevelop-
ment Agency (SJRA) as part of the 
city’s Strong Neighborhoods Initia-
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‘”Just in the past year, 

I have seen some 

really good changes in 

the area.  The city has 

made a lot of  

improvements . . .  

Like new light poles 

and facades.  The 

community is getting 

involved in the look 

and feel of the 

neighborhood — 

there’s a lot of pride 

here.’” 

 

 — Aldrin Aragon 

       Café Aragon 

Top:  Aldrin Aragon in the 13th St. 

coffeehouse, Café Aragon, he 

opened last winter with his mother 

Mirla Fonseca.  Bottom:  the 

shop’s sandwich board sign made 

by fellow 13th St. business, Vision 

Graphics, which also won the bid 

for the Luna Park street banners.      

tive (SNI), we have been working hard for sev-
eral years now to improve N. 13th St. by provid-
ing new facades on several building, adding new 
antique pedestrian-scale street lights and street 
trees, street banners (as mentioned), and by wel-
coming new neighborhood-serving businesses.   
 
One of those new businesses is Café Aragon, at 
856 N. 13th St., an antidote to the homogeniza-
tion of the coffee house.  Operated by Nicara-
guan émigrés, Mirla Fonseca, her son Aldrin and 
daughter-in-law Mariela Aragon, Café Aragon 
offers a top flight “cup of joe,” espresso, capuc-
cino, mocha, chai latte, smoothies, pastries, 
tamales, and lots more – all with a smile.   
 
Residents can stop by and peruse for free Café 
Aragon’s subscriptions to Sunset, This Old 

House, and American Bungalow magazines, as 
well as the San Jose Mercury News and the New 

York Times daily.   Café Aragon also features 
free live music during its “open mic” sessions 
the last Friday of every month.  Come on in and 
show off your musical or singing talent or revel 
in that of your neighbors.   
 
Café Aragon owner Aldrin Aragon has noticed 
the improvements on N. 13th St.  “Just in the 
past year, I have seen some really good changes 
in the area,” he told the San Jose Chamber of 
Commerce in May.  “The city has made a lot of 
improvements in the area like new light poles 
and facades.  The community is getting involved 
in the look and feel of the neighborhood – 
there’s a lot of pride here.” 
 
Daniel Vidrio, who owns neighboring Taqueria 
Lorena at 854 N. 13th St., agrees.  “The area is 
definitely a lot nicer than it has been in the past.  
The redevelopment is helping, and the commu-
nity is responding by becoming more alive.”  
Vidrio operates one of several popular Mexican 
restaurants in the Luna Park business district.  
There’s also longtime standard-bearer Bronco’s 
at 498 N. 13th St. (reviewed in Northside, Fall 
2004, at pp.8-9) and the acclaimed Gecko Grill 
at 855 N. 13th St. (See, Northside, Summer 
2003, at p.5).  We have so many good, cheap 
restaurants along N. 13th St. that the Metro 

news-weekly calls 13th Street “chow rich.” 
 
Giovanni’s Pizza at 862 N. 13th St. was the 
latest business to get a new façade courtesy of  
SJRA, along with the bar in the same complex.     

 
Also new this year is the landscaped median 
along Oakland Rd. at Highway 101.  Many resi-
dents have commented on how much more ap-
pealing this stretch is.   Just wait until the new 
housing at the old Modern Ice site comes in.  
That, in turn, should spur development on the 
other (west) side of Oakland Rd. 
 

Continued at Page 8 
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Rollo’s Donuts received a Redevelopment 

Agency grant for façade improvements — a 

new paint job, windows, tile and awnings.   

 
A&M Pain & Body 
633 N. 13th St.     293-4256 
 
Accurate Income Tax 
704 N. 13th St.     287-0715 
 
Ad-Tech Transmissions 
637 N. 13th St.     998-5233 
 
Café Aragon 
856 N. 13th St.      292-2482 
 
Cesar’s Flowers 
601 N. 13th St.     297-0331 
 
Chesney Accountancy (CPA) 
615 N. 13th St., Suite A   295-6725 
 
Chiaramonte’s Market 
609 N. 13th St.     295-0943 
 
Cox & Sprague Machinists 
635 N. 13th St.     292-0632 
 
Creaciones Mariscal 
404 N. 13th St.     509-2876 
 
El Caminito Taqueria 
782 N. 13th St.     295-1471 
 
Flyer’s Body Shop 
820 N. 13th St.     288-8850 
 
Gecko Grill 
855 N. 13th St.     974-1826 
 
Giovanni’s Pizza 
862 N. 13th St.     295-4141 
 
Guru’s Market 
404 N. 13th St.     298-2008 
 
Heron’s Coreless Rolls 
635 N. 13th St.     238-6221 
 
Jerry Barber Shop 
604 N. 13th St.      287-8731 
 
Linda G. Realty 
878 N. 15th St.     275-9100 
 
Maria’s Club Papillon 
728 N. 13th St.     287-2494 
 
Melting Pot Gift Shop 
703 N. 13th St.     279-0877 
 
Mission Ace Hardware 
724 N. 13th St.     292-5521 
 
New Vision Graphics 
699 N. 13th St.     292-6368 
 
Rollo’s Donuts 
602 N. 13th St.     294-1416  
 
Roy Sasaki Restorations 
785 N. 13th St.     297-1416 
 
Taqueria Lorena 
854 N. 13th St.     920-0551 
 
Tony’s Pool Hall 
585 E. Taylor St.     293-1181 

The giant billboard that obscured the 
view of Comfort Inn as you drive 
south into N. 13th St. from Oakland 
Rd. came down thanks to an agree-
ment reached by the 13th St. NAC 
neighborhood SNI group and the 
Inn’s ownership, which also resulted 
in over $5,000 for 13th St. SNI pro-
jects over the past couple years.   

 
As always, Luna Park Business As-
sociation continues to strive to be 
good neighbors, helping to sponsor 
for the fourth year in a row the 
neighborhood’s National Night Out 
in Backesto Park.   
 
It’s truly been a banner year for the 
Luna Park Business Association.  
Thanks again, and happy holidays! 
 
Gary Sunseri, who owns the Rollo’s 

Donuts property, is president of the 

Luna Park. Business Assn.  He also 

serves on the 13th St. NAC and SNI 

Project Area Committee.  You  

can reach him at  288-6216 or at  

gjsunseri@aol.com.   

Chiaramonte’s Market owner 

Lou Chiaramonte chats with 

Northside residents in his store. 

‘New this year is the  

landscaped median along 

Oakland Rd. at Highway 

101.  Many residents have 

commented on how much 

more appealing this stretch 

is.  Just wait until the new 

housing at the old Modern 

Ice site comes in.  That, in 

turn, should spur  

development on the other 

(west) side of Oakland Rd.’ 

 

    — Gary Sunseri 
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Northside Oral History Project 

Abundanza:  Longtime Northsider Marietta 
Sunseri Has Bountiful Garden and Memories 

   by Bonnie Ross 

 
“The chicken that goes ‘round the neighbor-
hood always comes home with a full stom-
ach.”  This old Italian saying, told to me by 
Northsider Marietta Sunseri, is never more 
true than when you go ‘round to Marietta’s.  I 
visited Marietta twice to record her memories 
of the Northside, and each time I left with the 
bounty from her garden and kitchen:  fruit, 
vegetables, flowers and cookies. 
 
Marietta has lived on Empire St. for most of 
her life and knows the neighborhood well.  
She was born in 1917.  Her family came to 
San Jose from Pennsylvania when she was ten 
years old.  Her parents were originally from 
Trabia, on the island of Sicily, near Palermo.  
One of her father’s relatives, Sal Campagna, 
was a pharmacist who had a drug store on 2nd 
and Santa Clara Sts.  It was called Modern 
Drug and the building is still there. 
 
Marietta’s first home in San Jose was a rented 
house on N. 14th St.  Her family moved 
around the neighborhood several times, living 
at N. 15th and Vestal, near a cherry orchard 
owned by Tony Russo, a motorcycle police-
man, and also renting on N. 10th St. between 
Jackson and Taylor.  Finally, the family pur-
chased the property at 661 N. 14th St. from 
the Messina family. 
 
When her family first arrived in California, 
Marietta’s father went to work picking fruit in 

the orchards, but his trade, which he learned in 
Italy, was making pasta.  Eventually, he was able 
to rent a building and open a pasta factory in the 
Northside,  just to the north of the present location 
of Chiaramonte’s Market.  He remodeled the 
space and opened the Silician Macaroni Factory.  
(See photo next page).  The pasta machine was 
two stories high.  They would hang the pasta on 
large bamboo rackes on the second story, with 
fans blowing through to dry it.  Marietta and her 
sibling worked there as youngsters, putting labels 
on the bags, bagging the pasta, and gluing the bags 
closed.  Regrettably, the business was not a great 
success, and after the pasta factory closed, her 
father returned to picking fruit until he retired.   
 
During summers as a girl, Marietta worked at Tri-
Valley Cannery on Taylor and N. 10th Sts.  When 

the fruit came in, it had to be processed the same 
day or it would become overripe, so there was 
no set quitting time – she worked until all the 
fruit was done.  She also worked in the fields 
where they cut fruit.  Workers would lay out the 
apricots, peaches and pears in the sun right there 
in the orchards to dry.   
 
Marietta met her future husband, Joseph Sun-
seri, at church.  He was an alter boy and she 
belonged to the Young Ladies Society, whose 
members socialized with the alter boys.  During 
her teen years, Marietta also worked at Kress’ 
Dept. Store at First and Post Sts.  She recalled 
that there were several big stores in downtown 
San Jose.  There was Hart’s, whose owners ex-
perienced the tragic kidnapping and murder of 
their son in 1933; and there was Zucher’s, a 
ladies’ dress store.  Marietta worked at Kress’s 
dry goods counter, selling hankies, underwear 
and socks.  Joseph would come in on the pre-
tense of buying a hankie so that he could talk 
with her.  She still has stacks of hankies that he 
bought.  When they married in 1937, Marietta 
was 17 and Joseph was 19.   
 
Joseph’s father had a ranch near Penetencia 
Creek.  The ranch had an apricot orchard and a 
large, two-story house.  After they married, 
Marietta and Joseph lived at the ranch and had 
their first two children there.  When all the fruit 
trees were in bloom, and you looked down at the 
valley from the hills, it looked like it was cov-
ered in a white carpet, Marietta remembers.   
 
Joseph took a job at the Peninsula Market, a 

Marietta and 

husband Joe 

and their  

children in 

front of their 

Empire St. 

market,  

circa 1959.  

‘Joseph and  

Marietta opened a 

store there [where 

Guadalajara  

Market is today], 

called Joe’s Food 

Market.  They sold 

groceries and 

meats from a 

butcher counter.’  

Marietta 

Sunseri  

in her  

backyard.  

“She has a 

lovely, 

 flourishing 

garden, with 

oranges, 

lemons,  

tangerines, 

loquats and 

vegetables  

in pots.” 
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grocery store in Burlingame.  He was in charge of the produce 
counter.  After that, he worked at a liquor store in downtown San 
Jose on First and Devine Sts., near Ryland Park and the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Depot.  In those days, Ryland Park had a swimming 
pool that was open until midnight in the summer.   
 
When the time came for Joseph and Marietta to build their own 
house, they chose a location at 468 Empire St., on the same block as 
the business now known as Guadalajara Market.  Marietta and Jo-
seph started out with a two-bedroom house and later added on.  To 
this day, Marietta enjoys her house and garden on Empire St. 
 
Joseph went to work for the Southern Pacific Railroad, starting off 
as a janitor and working his way up to crew dispatcher.  He was 
excused from military service during World War II because his rail-
road job was considered essential.   
 
Joseph’s parents bought the building that currently houses the Gua-
dalajara Market.  It had housed two dairy businesses, the Standard 
Dairy and the Empire Dairy.  In 1947, after remodeling, Joseph and 
Marietta opened a store there, called Joe’s Food Market.  They sold 
groceries and meats from a butcher counter.  For the holidays, they 
might sell as much as 400 lbs.  of home-made Italian sausage.  They 
rented the back room to a man who made ice cream sandwiches.  
Later, Joe and Marietta started an Italian restaurant called Pepino’s 
in the back room.  (“Pepino” means “Little Joe” in Italian.) 
 
Marietta worked alongside Joe at the store and restaurant.  She also 
taught Sunday School at Holy Cross Church for 30 years.  The cou-
ple was very active in the Holy Cross community.  They helped 
raise the money, through the Holy Names organization, to pay for 
the painting on the ceiling of the church.  (The ceiling was painted 

by Anthony Quartuccio, also a Northsider.  Quartuccio lived on N. 

16th and later N. 18th St. and was renowned for his Santa Clara 

Valley landscape paintings.  He’s retired to San Luis Obispo.)     
 
After Joseph and Marietta decided to close the restaurant and store, 
they rented the building to Juan Flores for many years and then sold 
it to him in 1977.  Joseph went to work for the Mount Pleasant 
School Dist., where he was supervisor of buildings, grounds and 
purchasing until he retired in 1977.  He passed away in 1993. 
 
Joseph and Marietta had six children:  Alphonso, Vincent, Mary Jo, 
Janine, Sheila and Leah.  Alphonso works for Hertz, Vincent for the 
Mount Pleasant School Dist., Mary Jo and Janine are teachers, and 
Sheila also worked at a school. 
 
Marietta, who is now 87 years old, does crocheting, making afghans 
and bedspreads.  She enjoys baking for her grandchildren.  She also 
has a lovely, flourishing garden in her back yard, with oranges, lem-
ons, tangerines, loquats, and vegetables in pots.  She has a caper 
bush and brines her own capers.   Naturally, we got to talking gar-
dening, comparing notes on fava beans and tomatoes.  During the 
Depression, Marietta says, people ate what they grew in their back-
yards and made do with what they had.   
 
In the spirit of making good things from what’s at hand, here’s a 
recipe from Marietta that uses fresh favas: 
 
Shell the beans.  Blanch them and slip off the inner skins.  Saute 

some chopped green onions, sliced carrots and celery in olive oil.  

When the carrots are half-cooked, add cubed potatoes, the fava 

beans, some cut-up asparagus, and fresh or canned (rinsed first) 

artichoke hearts.  Add a little water to the pan, cover and cook until 

the vegetables are soft.  Add parsley, salt and pepper.  You can 

poach an egg or two over the top if you like.  Serve with French 

breach.  Marietta says you can also add tomatoes, garlic, or what-

ever vegetable you have on hand.  In Italian this dish is called called 

ove e cucurmuau.   

Above:  Joe and Marietta in their 

yard, 1966.  Right:  Joe and  

Marietta on their 50th wedding 

anniversary, 1987.  Below:   

Marietta’s father’s pasta factory on 

N. 13th St., circa 1920.  Adults (l to 

r):  Sam Vitale, Viash De Mattice, 

Vincent Campagna, Philip Cancilla  

and wife, Rose Cancilla, Caroline 

Campagna and Francis Vizzini.  

Children (l to r): Sam Cancilla  

and two Cancilla grandchildren.      
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Sagradischimo Crucifisci:  Holy Cross Church  
Celebrates its Centennial on the Northside 

Left:  the original 

wooden clap-

board church 

from a century 

ago, known as the 

Church of  the 

Precious Blood.  

 

Next page: the 

current Holy 

Cross Church at 

the corner of N. 

12th & Jackson 

St.  Also, 85-yr-

old life-long  

parishioner Mae 

Ferraro holds up 

her confirmation 

photo from 1927 

at the centennial 

celebration.  

‘Since 1961 . . . 

Holy Cross has 

been staffed by . . . 

the Scalabrinians. 

Since their central 

mission is to serve 

immigrants,  

migrants and  

refugees, their  

presence at Holy 

Cross could be  

seen as a  

providential fit.’   

 

 — Roseanne 

   Sullivan 

   by Roseanne Sullivan 

 
Northside’s Holy Cross Parish on Jackson & N. 
13th Sts. began celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this past summer with a multi-ethnic parish festi-
val called Kermess de la Santa Cruz, the Feast of 
the Holy Cross, in the Scalabrini Hall behind the 
church on September 10 and 11.  The Kermess, 
which literally means “parish festival,” raised 
more than $20,000 for parish upkeep through the 
sale of food and games and raffle tickets.  In the 
months before the Kermess, boys and girls com-
peted for the title of king and queen, not on their 
popularity, but on how many raffle tickets they 
sold.  The winners were crowned and given scep-
ters and capes. 
 
On September 14 during a mass held in honor of 
the parish’s special feast, a priceless restored 
crucifix from the earliest days of the parish was 
unveiled.  (See sidebar at page 14 for details 

regarding restoration of the original crucifix.) 
 
The anniversary celebration continues for more 
than a year, concluding December 10, 2006, 
almost exactly 100 years after the first church 
building for the parish was blessed on December 
8, 2006.   
 
The first parish church was built to serve the 
many Italian immigrants in the Northside 
neighborhood.  The Holy Cross Parish has   

evolved with the neighborhood’s changing demo-
graphics to serve Mexicans, Filipinos and others 
from many varied national and economic back-
grounds who make their homes in the area, includ-
ing many who have been attracted by the number of 
well-kept Victorian and Craftsman-era bungalows 
and the chance to live in a safe, pleasant neighbor-
hood near the city’s downtown.   
 
Today, the regular weekend schedule includes 3 
English masses, 2 Spanish masses, and one Italian 
mass.  Multi-ethnic masses are held on major feasts 
of the church year, when the diversity of the parish 
is even more apparent, with a parade of parishion-
ers in native dress carrying flags from their nations 
of origin, from Mexico, Italy, the Philippines, Por-
tugal, Vietnam, Korea, Fiji, Canada, Brazil, and 
Malta, along with the American flag.   
 
Holy Cross Parish was first staffed by Italian-
speaking diocesan priests and then by priests from 
the Jesuit order.  Since 1961, starting with Father 
Joseph Bolzon, Holy Cross has been staffed by 
members of the Missionary Order of St. Charles 
Borromeo (C.S.) founded by Blessed John Baptist 
Scalabrini, whose members are commonly called 
the Scalabrinians.  Since the central mission of the 
Scalabrinians is to serve immigrants, migrants and 
refugees, their presence at Holy Cross could be 
seen as a providential fit.   
 
In its long history, the parish has gone through   
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‘Today, the regular  

weekend schedule  

includes 3 English 

masses, 2 Spanish masses 

and one Italian mass.  

Multi-ethnic masses are 

held on major feasts of  

the church year, when the  

diversity of the parish is 

even more apparent, with 

a parade of parishioners 

in native dress, carrying 

flags from their countries 

of origin — Mexico, Italy, 

the Phillipines, Portugal, 

Vietnam, Korea, Fiji,  

Canada, Brazil, and 

Malta, along with the  

American flag.’ 

three name changes.  In the 1906 pages of 
the parish record book, the name was writ-
ten in Latin as SS Sagradischimo Crucifisci, 

which can be translated as Most Holy Cruci-
fied or Most Holy Crucified One.  Between 
1912 and 1914, a second Latin name, Pre-

tiossimi Sanguinis, Most Precious Blood, 
started appearing.  The final change to the 
English name, Holy Cross, was made in 
1927.   
 
According to an article published in the 
archdiocesan newspaper, The San Francisco 

Monitor, on September 11, 1911, the first 
“neat little Italian church . . . was built in the 
memorable year 1906.”  A typewritten his-
tory of the parish written in the 1930s, 
which was found in the Diocese of San 
Jose’s archives, states that the church was 
built by the St. Patrick’s pastor Father J. 
Lally for “the convenience of the Italians 
living in St. Patrick’s parish.”  Since San 
Jose was at that time part of the San Fran-
cisco archdiocese, Archbishop Montgom-
ery, coadjutor of San Francisco Archbishop 
Riordan, formally blessed the new church 
on December 8, 1906.   
 
Father Lally’s completion of the Holy Cru-
cified Church on Jackson St. is especially 
noteworthy considering that his own St. 
Patrick’s Church was destroyed by the great 
1906 San Francisco Earthquake only two 
months earlier.  (St. Patrick’s was replaced 
by a wooden structure dedicated in April 
1907 by Archbishop Riordan.) 
 
Father Clair Antonio Orso, C.S., the current 
pastor of Holy Cross, found the first  

baptism in the earliest record book of the par-
ish, September 9, 1906, which was recorded 
and witnessed by Father Ser. Scanavino, the 
parish’s first priest.  Father Scanavino was the 
assistant at St. Patrick’s Church and he contin-
ued to live in the rectory at St. Patrick’s a mile 
away at 389 E. Santa Clara St. while he cele-
brated a mass every Sunday, held evening de-
votions, gave religious education classes, pre-
sided at marriages and baptisms, anointed the 
sick, and held funeral services at the new 
church.   
 
Some of the older Italian families in the North-
side might remember the names of the parents 
and godparents of the first child to be baptized.  
Ignatius Cortorice was born September 7, 1906 
and baptized when he was only two days old.  
His parents were J.B. Cortorice and Maria 
Labarbera.  The godparents were Salvatore 
Gaudino and Lorenz Labarbera.    
 
Holy Cross Church continued as a mission of 
St. Patrick’s Parish until it was changed in 
1911 to an Italian national parish at the same 
time its name was changed to Most Precious 
Blood.   
 
The first pastor installed in 1911, Father Egisto 
Tozzi, according to the aforementioned Moni-

tor article, was “noted for his scholarly attain-
ments and devout piety.”  Father Tozzi rented 
“a nearby cottage,” since a residence for priests 
had not yet been built.  He celebrated two 
masses every Sunday, one in English and one 
in Italian.  The Monitor also praised the work 
of the Sisters of the Holy Family, who helped 
the people of the parish for 66 years, from  

 



NORTHSIDE, Fall 2005 Page 14 

 

 

Photos:   

 

This page, left:  from an old 

black-and-white postcard, 

circa 1910, the original and 

highly ornate Holy Cross 

crucifix on the alter.   

 

Bottom:  Lena & John 

Nunes’ wedding in  

Holy Cross Church,  

September 24,1950.   

 

Center left:  a close up of 

the crucifix on the altar.  

Center right:  Grezio  

Muscat does restoration 

work on the crucifix.  Note 

the larger-than-life size.    

 

Next page, bottom:  inside 

Holy Cross Church,  

summer 2005.  Notice how 

plain the crucifix over the 

altar is compared to old 

one.     

 
Holy Cross’ Historic Crucifix Restored 

 
Rosalia Villegas, who along with husband Jose is among many 
active Filipino Holy Cross parishioners, recalls how a precious 
crucifix from Italy that once hung behind the altar was almost 
thrown away, then rescued, stored in a garage, and finally re-
turned to the church almost 40 years later.   
  
In 1966, then-pastor Father Joseph Bolzon installed a new altar. 
During remodeling, the 10-ft long painted and gilded wooden 
crucifix that formerly hung from the half-dome behind the altar 
was removed along with a Pieta and 14 painted stations of the 
cross.  The crucifix in use after the first remodeling was a much-
smaller one that topped a gold tabernacle kept on a table behind 
the altar in front of a black marble backdrop with a gold-
embossed depiction of the Last Supper.  
 
Villegas said that both their sons were baptized while the black 
marble piece was in place, before another pastor, Father Mario 
Rauzi, did a further renovation that removed the piece in the 
1970s. The walls behind the altar are now all lighter marble. 
Until the restored crucifix was replaced in 2005, a much-simpler 
smaller crucifix occupied the center panel.  
 
By the time the first crucifix was removed, its importance had 
faded from the parish memory. A September 21, 1907 item in 
the archdiocese newspaper, reported the erection of the crucifix 
over the main altar and lauded the stations of the cross as 
“beautiful oil paintings, imported from Italy.”  
 
Villegas, who is godmother to Gloria Villaluz, the daughter of 
Soledad Vallejo, recalls that Vallejo, the church caretaker in 
1966, rescued the crucifix, stations, and statues.  Vallejo kept 
the Pieta in her family’s living room and stored the crucifix and 
the stations in her garage on the 300 block of N. 9th St.  Vallejo 
dreamed of building a small chapel in the Philippines to house 
everything, but eventually gave up the dream because the logis-
tics were unmanageable. When Vallejo died a few years ago, 
her daughter, who had moved away, intended to donate the 
crucifix to her church in Fresno. The difficulties she would face 
in transporting it to Fresno led her to contact Brother Charles 
Muscat, C.S., director of Religious Education, to ask if Holy 
Cross might want the crucifix back. Soledad’s son took the Pi-
eta; her daughter took the stations; and Holy Cross took back 
the crucifix, which by that time was in broken in pieces. Brother 
Charles’s brother, Grezio Muscat, put the pieces back together 
while visiting from Canada for a month, and the brothers got the 
patched-together crucifix hung in one of the classrooms.  
 
Father Clair Antonio Orso, the current pastor, hired David Ditt-
mann, a Santa Clara art restoration expert, to restore the cruci-
fix, an irreplaceable piece of art. Dittmann says that the crucifix 
was crafted of close-grained, knot-free joined wood that was 
skillfully aged beforehand to prevent shrinkage, of a quality 
impossible to obtain today. The body of Christ, the corpus, is 
painted, and the cross’ wood is gilded. A small painting of God 
the Father and God the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove is at 
the head of the cross, and another small painting of Our Lady 
with John the Evangelist and Mary Magdalen is at the foot. The 
arms have silvered representations of the symbols of the four 
Gospel writers, the lion, the eagle, the ox, and the man.  Ditt-
mann reapplied 23 carat gold leaf on the front of the cross, re-
silvered the symbols of the Gospel writers, and repainted the 
corpus and the small pictures on the cross. On the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross on September 14, the rescued and 
resurrected crucifix was reinstalled in a place of honor behind 
the altar after almost 40 years absence.  
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Mural by Local Artist Adorns 

Holy Cross’ Half Dome 

 
In 1977 Father Adolph Nalin hired well-known 
local artist Anthony Quartuccio, who married a 
cousin of parishioner Mae Ferraro, to paint the 
half dome above the altar.   
 
Quartuccio wrote about painting the mural in 
two self-published books that Ferraro provided 
for this article, Santa Clara Valley, An Artist’s 

View Today and Yesterday (1986) and How I 

found Peace, Joy and Happiness in a World of 

Insanity (1995). Quartuccio wrote that he didn't 
have the skill to paint directly on the wall, so he 
painted the mural on eight large canvases. In the 
books are pictures taken by Father Nalin that 
show Ferraro’s late husband, Nick, with an as-
sistant, on scaffolding gluing Quartuccio’s can-
vas panels to the half dome.  Christ is shown 
after His Resurrection in the sky above three 
empty crosses. Keeping with the ages-old tradi-
tion that artists include the scenes they know in 
religious paintings, in Quartuccio’s mural the 
hills around the empty crosses are the same hills 
that surround this valley, with the rose tints and 
the bluish-purple shadows of our hills at dawn. 
 
Quartuccio has been painting Santa Clara Valley 
and its surroundings since he was a boy, includ-
ing a painting of the old Grant School that hung 
over the checkout desk at Joyce Ellington Li-
brary (and can be seen again when the library 

re-opens).   

1907 to 1973:  “The parish is populous but 
very poor owing principally to the fact that the 
people own no property and have very large 
families to support while obliged to work for 
low wages.  The Sisters of the Holy Family do 
much in the way of caring for the little ones in 
the absence of their mothers and instructing 
them in their religious duties.  The present 
indebtedness amounts to $4063.47.  In time 
this may be paid off and the people of the 
parish will have one of the neatest and most 
artistic churches in San Jose.” 
 
After a new large stucco church was dedicated 
in 1920 during the pastorate of Father A. 
Bruno, the old church was used for catechism 
classes and parish offices for many years.  
Parishioner Mae Ferraro, who is 85 and lives 
on E. Taylor St., recall taking catechism 
classes as a child from the Holy Family Sisters 
in the old church building.  Ferraro says that 
even though the church’s address has always 
been listed as 560 or 580 N. 12th St., the first 
church was on the corner of N. 13th & Jackson 
Sts. and that the new church was built to its 
right on the corner of N. 12th.  The original 
rectory was also on N. 12th.   
 
No one I talked to remembers what happened 
to the first church building.  It may have been 

razed in the early 1970s after the parish purchased 
adjacent properties and tore down several buildings 
to clear the way for a new convent and the present 
classrooms, which were dedicated as a Confrater-
nity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) center on May 23, 
1974.   
 
Holy Cross Parish, aside from being an Italian mis-
sion church having evolved into a parish for immi-
grants from many nations, is noteworthy for its 
religious education complex.  Although the parish 
has never had a school, Holy Cross is the only 
church in the area that has dedicated classroom 
space for teaching children who do not go to Catho-
lic schools about their faith, according to Brother 
Charles Muscat, C.S., director of Religious Educa-
tion at Holy Cross. 
 
The parish is also noteworthy for its bingo night.  
Long after most parishes have given up bingo as a 
money-raiser, Holy Cross still has a big sign on the 
corner of its parking lot advertising “Bingo Mon-
days” in large red letters, and on Monday evenings 
the lot is jammed with bingo players’ cars.  In the 
1970s, Holy Cross even advertised its bingo night in 
the San Jose Mercury News classifieds.  But Chan-
cellor Monsignor Daniel Walsh put a stop to it with 
a letter to the pastor:  “it does hold the Church up to 
some criticism when they actually advertise bingo.”   
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   Northside  

  Neighborhood  

   Association 

 40th Anniversary 

  Celebration!! 
September 23-25, 2005 

Scrapbook 

 

 

 

Former NNA boardmember Roseanne Sullivan claps 

during the Musical Soiree at Holy Cross Church  

featuring Mexican- (left), Filipino- (above right),  

and Italian-American musical groups.  That’s NNA’s 

Frank Barnard behind her.   

Friday, September 23 
   Musical Soiree at Holy Cross Church  7 pm 

   Dance Party at Bonnie Ross’s House    9 pm 

Above:  Linda Goncalves (left) and Frank Barnard cut a rug 

at the house dance party hosted by NNA’s Bonnie Ross.  

Tunes were spun by Northside DJ Victor Tapia.   

Saturday, September 24 

 Northside Walking Tour  

   with Joe Rodriguez        11 am 

 Bocce Clinic             1 pm 

 Dog Parade          2 pm 

 Outdoor Movie in the Park     Dusk  

     The Incredible Mr. Limpet (1964) 

     featuring Don Knotts 

 

Sunday. September 25 

 Brunch at Le Petit Trianon     11 am 

    with Vice Mayor Cindy Chavez 

Bocce instructors 

Benny Vassallo 

(left) and NNA’s 

Leo Bevilacqua 

(right) trained 

Northsiders  

including  

Roseanne Sullivan 

(next to Leo) on 

September 24. 
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Above:  Frank Barnard and his dog, Bibi, watch a demonstra-

tion from the SJPD canine unit beneath the Backesto Fountain 

on a glorious Saturday afternoon, September 24. 

Top photos:  NNA’s Joe Rodriguez, the San Jose  
Mercury News columnist, led an off-beat walking tour 

of the Northside, including visits to Rollo’s Donuts, 

Chiaramonte’s Market, Holy Cross Church and even 

his own Taylor St. house.   

Thanks to Nat  

Robinson and  

Riverview Systems,  

Northsiders saw a 

classic 60’s movie in 

Backesto Park on 

Saturday night, 

September 24. 

 

 

Below:  Chef Dylan France (left) serves a lavish Sunday brunch to hungry  

Northsiders at Le Petit Trianon on N. 5th St. Sunday morning September 25. 
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Please 

Adopt Me! 

Eleven-week-old brothers 
Maui & Pono are among  
several neutered and  
vaccinated kittens awaiting 
adoption from 13th St. 
NAC’s Cat Rescue Project.  
Contact Joanne Santner at 

294-1808 or jssj96@aol.com. 

 
Charmaine, 2-years-old, is 

friendly, loving and sweet.   

 

Dimples & Snuggles, available mid-Nov. 

 
Timber & Erin, age 6 mos. 

Pictures of these and other cuties are available at  
http://www.geocities.com/dking_web1@sbcglobal.net/cat_rescue/cat-rescue.html. 
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Picture Yourself in Print! 

 

Here’s your chance to make an appearance in the Northside newsletter, 
the publication directly targeted to your neighbors.  Submit a snapshot of 
yourself, family members or friends sporting their Northside wear at an 
exotic locale, in Europe, the east coast, or Disneyland — anywhere  
outside the ‘hood — and we’ll try to publish one every issue.  Send  
photos c/o Don Gagliardi, 303 Almaden Blvd., Suite 500, San Jose, CA 
95110, dpg2003@aol.com.  Be sure to identify persons and places in 
photos and provide return address so photos can be returned. 

Brian Mahoney flaunts his  

 “Friends of Backesto Park”  

t-shirt below the Gateway Arch  

on a visit to St. Louis for a  

Cubs/Cardinals baseball game.   
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408-920-0551 

An Independent Spanish & English  

Language Bookstore Near Northside 
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Thanks to All Who Donated in Joyce Ellington’s Memory! 
The following individuals and groups made 

donations to the San Jose Library Foundation 

targeted to the Joyce Ellington Branch Library 

in memory of the late Beatrice Joyce Ellington: 

 

Donor Wall ($1000 or more) 

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library 
Don Gagliardi 
Northside Neighborhood Association 
13th St. NAC 

Community Plaque ($100 or more) 

Marilyn & Ed Berger 
Annette M. Chasuk 
Linda Mendez-Ortiz 
 
General Donors: 

Sarah & Charles Acelin 
Karen & Steven Akimoto 
Agnes Bailey 
Boy Scout Troop 611 
Chari Farmer-Ogogo 

Cynthia & Arthur Fong 
Marbeth & Nicolas Friare 
Shizuka & George Hanada 
Sharon & Enrest Handa 
Setsuko & Shigeo Hioki 
Tomiye & George Imokawa 
Harriet & Stanley Kawamata 
Claire Keyes 
Rosalind King 
Judy & Bob Nakano 
Mollie & Bob Nakasaki 
Helen Gaffin & Patricia Perkins 

Virginia Richbourg 
Robin & Arthur Shinagawa 
Marnell & Joyce Ella Smith 
Gladys M. Snell 
Dorothy & Tony Sprugasci 
Evelyn & Weldon Staton 
Anne & David Stone 
Rosemary & John Tomy 
Ellen M. Wakeley 
Mitsu Wasano 
Helen & Lloyd Watanabe 
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Key Phone #s 

 
Zoe Lofgren,  
Congressperson      271-8700 

 
Blanca Alvarado,  
Supervisor       299-2323 
 

CITY OF SAN JOSE  

CALL CENTER   277-4000 

 
Cindy Chavez,  
City Councilperson   277-5231 
        
Code Enforcement   277-4528 
Ellington Library      286-5627 
Graffiti Hotline    277-2758 
Neighborhood Watch      277-4133 
 
Police         277-5300 

  EMERGENCY 911  
  Non-Emergency 311 

 
Vehicle Abatement         277-5305 
Watson Center          280-7355 
 
Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

Don Gagliardi, President        291-2752 
Northside Parents Group 

Rick Schertle    279-0307 
Northside Parkstrip Project 

Sonya Lu     971-1219 
Northside Cat Rescue Project 

Joanne Santner   jssj96@aol.com 
 
13th St. SNI NAC 

Debbie Bybee, Comm. Cdtr. 297-3301 
Don Gagliardi, President        291-2752 
     
N. 13th St. Business Assn.   
Gary Sunseri, President  288-6216 
 
Redevelopment Agency 

Christine Velasquez       794-1000 

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page 

Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

Friends of Backesto Park Nat Robinson & Jody Wilkinson, co-Chairs jowilkin@cisco.com 
Meets periodically at Backesto Center, contact chair for next date   525-0450 (Jody, w) 
 

Save San Jose Medical Center    Carrie Doolittle, Chair   ranita23@sbcglobal.net 
Meetings of SSJMC Coalition 2d Mondays at 6:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church,  
              4th & Santa Clara Sts. 
 
Traffic Subcommittee      Cate Kruse Schroeder, Chair   cate@sonic.net 
Meets 2d Mondays at 7 pm at Watson Center 
 
Northside Bocce Club      Mary Collins, Chair   mary.collins6@gte.net 
Contact Mary Collins re meeting/event dates.       or 971-3042 

 
Friends of Joyce Ellington Branch Library Walter Hudson, Chair   wlhudson@pacbell.net 
Meets 1st Tuesdays at 6:30 pm at the library                                                 or 286-2091 
 

Wood Window Grant Fund     Diana King  king_diana@yahoo.com or 297-4727 
 
Coughran Sports Scholarship Fund   Debbie Bybee    debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov 
 

For more information, contact 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee at 277-3610 

What’s Doing at Ellington Library? 

13th St. NAC SNI* 
Subcommittees/Grants 

Get invoved with your library!   
Meetings First Tues. each Month.  6:30-7:30pm 
Contact Walter Hudson (chair) at 286-2091 

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library 

     Re-Opening 2007 

Friends of Ellington 

Library held a book 

sale at the old library 

farewell party, 

June 11, 2005. 

Tanya Novello and Quakes mascot ‘Q’ 

at the NNA barbecue June 2005. 
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County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort   

Northside Neighborhood Association 
PO Box 2317 
San Jose, California 95109-2317 
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna 

  INSIDE: 
  
 President’s Corner         p. 2 
 Update on N. 13th St.         p. 3 
 News In Brief          p. 5 
 Annual Report:  Luna Park Business Assn.    pp. 6-8 
 Northside Oral History Project:  Marietta Sunseri   pp.10-11 
  by Bonnie Ross 

 Holy Cross Church Turns 100, by Roseanne Sullivan  pp.12-15 
 Photos from NNA 40th Anniversary Weekend   pp.16-17 

 Neighborhood Guide/Calendar       p.23 

Northside En Espanol! 

www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna 

693  
N. 13th St. 
 
288-9437 


