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Free Catered Northside Bocce Party  

Saturday June 26 in Backesto Park     
Details  

at Page 5 

Deja Vu?: Community Decides Again to Revive  

Instead of Remove Backesto Bocce Courts  — story at page 6 

Photo:  Northside 

Bocce Club team 

prepares to take on 

North Willow Glen 

foursome at the 

Fuller Park Chal-

lenge Cup in 2006 

The Northsiders 

won handily. 
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President’s  Corner  

by Chuck Hagenmaier, President 

Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

 

 Finally, it looks like the rainy season is 

over and we can enjoy long days of Califor-

nia sunshine!   

 

  * * * * *  

 

 San Jose mayor Chuck Reed visited the 

Northside on April 19 to speak with resi-

dents about the city‘s budget crisis at Elling-

ton Library.   The mayor also took part in 

presenting NNA‘s Live Oak Award and was 

presented with an NNA t-shirt by past-

president  Gus Vargas (I was out of town.)  

(See photos this page.)   Thanks to the resi-

dents who showed up and filled in the mayor 

on our neighborhood concerns.   

 

  * * * * * 

 

 Speaking of Hizzoner, Mayor Reed 

placed a wager with Chicago mayor Rich-

ard Daley on the winner of the Stanley Cup 

semi-final series between the San Jose 

Sharks and Chicago Blackhawks, the San 

Jose Mercury News reported on May 14.  

Each mayor offered a package of distinctive 

foods from their respective burg, and San 

Jose‘s package included Italian sausages 

from the century-old Chiaramonte’s Mar-

ket here in the Northside.  Owner Lou 

Chiaramonte, of course, was tickled pink.  

―Go get ‗em Lou!!!,‖ said city councilman 

Sam Liccardo.  ―We‘re taking ‗em in four!‖  

Well, Sam got the ―four‖ part right, at least.  

What do you expect when politicians start 

making promises?     

 

  * * * * * 

 

 On Saturday morning, May 29, the first of 

several monthly free walking tours of down-

town area neighborhoods was held in and 

around St. James Park, hosted by the San 

Pedro-St. James Historic Community Con-

sortium.   The highlight of the tour for the 40-

plus participants was a chance to see the inside 

of the dilapidated First Church of Christ Scien-

tist on St. James St. across from the park.  The 

historic 1905 church is being restored for mil-

lions of dollars by Barry Swenson Builder and 

should be magnificent when it reopens.   

 

 The monthly tours are sponsored by the 

Downtown Neighborhood Leadership Fo-

rum (DNLF).  NNA past-president Don 

Gagliardi says he‘ll be leading the Northside 

tour early in 2011.     

 

  * * * * * 

 

 Happy birthday to N. 17th St. resident 

Tonya Novello, who turns 21 on June 27.  

Tonya is NNA‘s Spring 2010 Live Oak Award 

recipient.  (See page 5.)    

  

  * * * * * 

 

 Welcome aboard to new NNA board-

member Vicky Ortiz, who lives on N. 

19th St. and is a longtime friend and vet-

eran of many tree-plantings in the 

neighborhood.   

 

  * * * * * 

 

 The next book sale sponsored by 

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library is on 

Saturday, July 10 from 10 am to 2 pm at 

the library community room, 491 Empire 

St.  If you‘ve never attended one of the 

sales, check it out.  You can get really 

great bargains, buying by the inch.   

 

  * * * * *  

    

 The 13th St. Cat Rescue group is 

holding its annual open house on Sunday, 

A u g u s t  2 2 .   D e t a i l s  a t 

www.13thStCats.org.  The group also 

wants to thank everyone who attended 

their sold-out ―Cat Teas‖ fundraiser at a 

beautifully restored Victorian home on N. 

6th St. on May 1 and 2.   

 

  * * * * * 

 

 Our next NNA quarterly event is a free 

catered bocce bash on Saturday, June 26 

at the Backesto Park bocce courts.   (See 

front cover and story on page 5).  I look 

forward to seeing all of my Northside 

neighbors there! 
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 Northside 

 
 Northside is published quarterly by the Northside  

Neighborhood Association, San Jose‘s oldest.  NNA‘s mission is to improve 
and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform members, encourage 

participation in activities which benefit the Northside and encourage 

identification with the neighborhood through social functions. 
 

 The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded by Julian, 

Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek.  All residents are automatically 
members of the association.  There are no dues.   Northside‘s Board of 

Directors:  Chuck Hagenmaier (president); Gus Vargas (VP); Ed Berger 

(treasurer);  Bonnie Ross (Secretary); Leo Bevilacqua; Chris Bogosian; Don 
Gagliardi; Jesus Gomez; Cathy Novello; Vicky Ortiz; and Joe Rodriguez . 

 
 The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box 2317, San Jose, 

CA 95109-2317.  Telephone:  (408) 291-2752.   www.northside-sj.org. 

 

       DONATE TO NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN.  

   ONLINE AT WWW.13THSTNAC.ORG 

The Northside 

Neighborhood Newsletter 

A regular update on the 13th St. Strong Neighborhoods Initiative 

(SNI): 

 

Rotary Ryland Pool, our local public pool in the nearby Vendome 

neighborhood, had been slated to be a casualty of the City of San 

Jose‘s budget woes.  Thankfully, however, the summer 2010 season at 

the pool will be filled with splashing and happy kids thanks to a city 

contract with a private operator, California Sports Center (CSC) for 

the full operation of the pool. 

 

CSC is an experienced aquatics vendor which has already partnered 

with the City of Sunnyvale to provide a municipal aquatics program.  The pro-

gram CSC has outlined for Rotary Ryland Pool will be very similar in structure 

and function to that provided last summer.   

 

Rotary Ryland Pool will open on June, and CSC has committed to no less than 

two hours of recreational or ―open‖ swim, Monday through Saturday, between 

the hours of noon and 5 pm, plus at least one evening recreational swim session 

per week.   

 

To ensure affordable access to the community, the free for recreational swim 

will not exceed the City of San Jose rate ($2.50 for youth, seniors and disabled, 

and $3.50 for adults).   

 

In addition, CSC will provide an array of swim lessons complemented by a 

scholarship offering to ensure affordable access for all local residents.   

 

―This is great news!,‖ says Friends of Ryland Pool chair Tina Morrill, who led 

the fight to re-open the pool and to keep it open during the city‘s fiscal crisis.  

―Both the city and the vendor have been advised that the community will want 

some input on days and hours of operation and that the marketing efforts to let 

people know the pool is open must be aggressive and thorough.‖   

 

 Morrill will be happy to know the Northside newsletter is doing its part to 

get the word out.   

   
           * * * * *   

 

Northside Community Center will also be operated in FY2011 by a private non

-profit provider instead of the City of San Jose, city councilmember Sam Lic-

cardo reported to District 3 Neighborhood Advisory Group (NAG) members 

on May 19.  The Santa Clara County Child Care Council will be the lead op-

erator of the facility, providing youth services, while the existing senior pro-

grams will be provided by other non-profit partners.    

 

  Update on 13th St. SNI 

Rotary Ryland Pool to Remain Open  

This Summer Under Private Operator 

Rotary Ryland Pool shortly after opening in the late 1920s, 

from the free History San Jose exhibit, “Explore San Jose 

Parks: Open to the Public Since 1850,” on display in  

Kelley Park.  Photo courtesy History San Jose.   

„Rotary Ryland Pool 

was slated to be a 

casualty of the City of 

San Jose‟s budget 

woes.  Thankfully, 

however, the summer 

2010 season will be 

filled with splashing 

and happy kids thanks 

to a city contract with 

a private operator for 

the pool.‟ 
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Indy needs 

a home!! 
 

Kittens also 

available!! 

 

 www.13thStCats.org 
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In   Br ie f . . . . . . . . . .  

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who 

materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, NNA, or one or more of 

its residents in the upkeep or beautification of the eighborhood.  Current NNA 
board members and their families are ineligible.  Send nominations for future Live 

Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi, 291-2752 or dpg2003@aol.com.   

Tonya Novello Receives  

Spring 2010 Live Oak Award  

Watson Park Re-Opening  

Delayed to January 2011 

 

Watson Park remediation and Phase 1 master plan improvements, previ-

ously scheduled to be completed in September 2009, is now expected to be 

completed in January 2011, weather permitting.  Phase 1 includes ―the 60 

day maintenance period for the establishment of the turf, shrubs and trees,‖ 

according to the City of San Jose‘s April update.  ―The entire park will 

remain closed until the end of the maintenance period.‖ 

 

Currently in progress are the foundation and utilities for a restroom near the 

corner of N. 22nd & Jackson Sts., perimeter fencing and lights for a soccer 

field along with grading for a decomposed granite surface around the pe-

rimeter of the field, and electrical service and irrigation through the entire 

park site including ―stubbing‖ out for future site amenities such as commu-

nity gardens.   

 

Construction of the second soccer field as part of Phase 2 is scheduled to 

begin in October 2010 and be completed by late February 2011, weather 

permitting. 

Free Catered Northside Bocce Party 

Saturday June 26 in Backesto Park !! 

 

Northside Neighborhood Assn. is sponsoring a FREE bocce party for all 

neighborhood residents and friends at the Backesto Park courts, located 

near the corner of 15th & Jackson Sts. in the park, on Saturday June 26 

from 11 am to 2 pm.  The party, celebrating the old world Italian pastime, 

will be catered, appropriately enough, by Chiaramonte‘s Market, the local 

Italian institution which has been in the Northside for over a century.  

 

You don‘t have to know anything about bocce to attend — we‘ll teach 

you in a few short minutes!  And you don‘t even have to play if you don‘t 

want to join in.  It‘s not a tournament.  It‘s not competitive.  It‘s a chance 

for neighbors to get together and enjoy each other‘s company.   For more 

information, contact NNA president Chuck Hagenmaier at 295-5860.       

Save the Date: Luna Park Chalk Art 

Festival September 25 in Backesto Park 
 

The third annual Luna Park Chalk Art festival is set for Saturday, Septem-

ber 25 in Backesto Park from 10 am to 3 pm.  Sponsored by the Luna Park 

Business Assn., which represents the businesses along N. 13th St., and 

partly funded by a grant from 13th St. NAC, the chalk art festival is a can-

not-miss event.  The first two festivals were a smashing success, with resi-

dents, schoolchildren and pro chalk artists all participating together to cre-

ate a series of fleeting masterpieces on the park sidewalks.   

 

Featured chalk artists Cheryl & Wayne Renshaw and local artists Paul J. 

Gonzalez and Northsider Katrina Loera (who painted the mural on the 

Backesto handball courts) are scheduled to be back this year.  But you 

don‘t have to be an artist to participate.  Anyone can reserve a chalk art 

square and purchase a box of chalk for $10.  Proceeds benefit arts educa-

tion in local schools.   

 

For more info., contact Maria Le at 795-1859 or marie.le@sanjoseca.gov. 

N. 17th St. resident and lifelong Northsider Tonya Novello, who turns 21 

on June 27, is the Spring 2010 recipient of the Live Oak Award.   Tonya 

has long volunteered for set-up and clean-up at nearly every NNA event, 

including annual barbecues, potlucks and flea markets, cheerfully assist-

ing her mom, NNA boardmember Cathy Novello.  In honor of her years 

of dedicated service and her impending major birthday, the NNA board 

decided to waive its ineligibility requirement for family members to honor 

someone who has done a great deal of unheralded work for our ‗hood.    

Tonya 

Novello with 

San Jose 

Earthquakes 

mascot „Q‟ 

at the NNA 

BBQ in June 

2005.   

 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 

TONYA !! 
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Deja Vu?: Community Decides Again to Revive  

Instead of Remove Backesto Bocce Courts 

Twenty years ago the Backesto Park bocce 

courts were covered by a large canvas canopy, 

which was later removed and never replaced 

by the City.   

   by Don Gagliardi 

 

―This feels like déjà vu.‖ 

 

That‘s what I told the 25 people assembled for a 

community meeting called by downtown council-

member (and Northside resident) Sam Liccardo on 

the evening April 28 at Ellington Library to discuss 

the fate of the Backesto Park bocce courts.   

 

Nearly a decade ago, in July 2001, as NNA presi-

dent I sent out a plea on behalf of the neighborhood 

association to the Northside Email Group:  ―Your 

input would be helpful,‖ I said, imploring residents 

to ―weigh in on the future use of the bocce courts in 

Backesto Park, whether for bocce ball, a skate park 

or other purpose.‖  As explained in the Northside 

newsletter at the time, ―Historically the Backesto 

Park bocce courts were a focal point for North-

side‘s once predominately Italian –American com-

munity‖ but had ―been largely inactive for several 

years.‖  Back in 2001, residents, led by retired 

SJPD officer Carm Grande, came together to fix up 

the courts and reignite interest.  (See, B.Ross, Risor-

gimento?:  Revival Planned for Backesto Park 

Bocce Courts”, Northside, Summer 2001, at pp. 18-

19).   A clinic attended by over 250 residents en-

sued, followed by the creation of the Northside 

Bocce Club and a pair of annual tournaments in 

2003 and 2004, which attracted national champion-

ship caliber competitors.   

 

And then due to the demise and disinterest of long-

time players, the courts became largely inactive 

again for several years.  Until community mem-

bers came together again this past April and deter-

mined to work to save the courts.  History ap-

peared to me to be repeating itself.   

 

―Hey, what do you want to do with the bocce 

courts?‖ Fred Buzo, aide to councilman Liccardo, 

asked the April 28 meeting attendees at the outset, 

noting that there was money from developer fees 

designated to make capital improvements in Back-

esto Park.  The crowd was unanimous in urging 

that the bocce courts be retained and fixed up, 

mirroring neighborhood sentiment from nearly a 

decade ago.     

 

Luna Park Business Assn. president Lou Chiara-

monte, who operates the century-old Chiara-

monte‘s Market on N. 13th St., reported that the 

―business association feels strongly about keeping 

bocce; if the bocce courts are healthy, we‘ll be 

healthy‖ as a business community, he said.  

―We‘re willing to put in money to be custodians 

and to see that it‘s well managed,‖ said Chiara-

monte, who grew up in the neighborhood and 

played on the bocce courts as a kid.    

 

Also among the attendees was Randy Klein, an 

adapted physical education specialist from the 

Santa Clara County Office of Education who 

coaches a bocce team comprised of 18-22-year-

olds for the Special Olympics.  Klein said he 

would love the opportunity to use the Backesto 

„”Hey, what do you 

want to do with the 

bocce courts?”  

Fred Buzo, aide to 

councilmember Sam 

Liccardo asked the 

April 28 meeting 

attendees . . . 

The crowd was  

unanimous in urging 

that the bocce courts 

be retained and fixed 

up, mirroring 

neighborhood  

sentiment from nearly 

two years ago.‟ 
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bocce courts on a regular basis to train his charges and 

offered their assistance in maintaining the courts.  

―Bocce ball in the Special Olympics is huge,‖ Klein 

said.  ―Everyone can do it.‖   

 

Klein observed that the Backesto bocce courts were in 

somewhat of disrepair, but noted that their location 

near downtown San Jose was ideal.  ―If you make it 

[the courts] welcoming, people are going to use it,‖ 

Klein told the crowd.  ―If you go to Campo di Bocce [a 

private facility in Los Gatos], you need to make a reser-

vation a couple weeks in advance and people are pay-

ing money!‖   

 

Lifetime Northside resident and scout leader Bob El-

lington agreed.  ―If we could get kids in the habit of 

using‖ the bocce courts, they would be sustainable, he 

said.    

 

N. 12th St. resident Rosemary ―Dezi‖ DiServi men-

tioned the need for better marketing.  ―I‘ve been inter-

ested in bocce for a long time,‖ she said.  ―But I have-

n‘t seen any communication.‖  Several residents 

agreed, urging better signage on the courts, indicating 

hours of operation and at which local businesses keys 

and balls could be obtained.   

 

―It seems to me that if we have some people to step up 

and use them [the bocce courts], that‘s good enough for 

me,‖ said councilmember Liccardo, who had organized 

the community meeting.   

 

With a consensus established to retain the courts, dis-

cussion at the meeting focused on how to make them 

better, with questions about whether to retain the fence 

(no consensus); installing lighting to allow evening use 

(generally agreed upon); providing shade (the current 

trailer type canopies at the ends of the court remain a 

short-term fix; I suggested building trellises like those 

at Campo di Bocce as a long-term solution); switching 

to a different court surface which might be easier to 

maintain than the traditional crushed oyster shells 

(more research required); as well as the best system for 

balancing security and access to residents (no decision 

whether to continue locking the courts).  One resident 

also suggested that there should be a historical plaque 

at the site.   

 

Liccardo observed that there was up to $700,000 avail-

able for capital improvements in Backesto Park, but 

that not all of it is accessible for the bocce courts and 

none of the funds could be used for maintenance.   

 

Back in 2001, it was the ―sense of the [NNA] board . . . 

that restoration and continued use of the Backesto Park 

courts for bocce ball is acceptable provided the courts 

are accessible to all interested residents, the revitaliza-

tion plan includes bocce lessons for kids and others 

new to the game, and the plan is revisited in a few 

years to determine whether bocce remains the highest 

and best recreational use of the site.‖  On reflection, it 

was a wise position which remains a valid watchword.  

We‘ve revisited.  And we‘ll be watching for the re-

resurgence of the Backesto Park bocce courts.  Déjà vu 

all over again.   

 

Don Gagliardi is a former NNA president and was 

involved in putting on the Backesto Park Bocce Tour-

nament in 2003 and 2004.   
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San Jose Parks Foundation Established  

to Pick Up the City‘s Budget Slack 
 by Helen Chapman & Erin Hill 

San Jose now has a parks foundation to go 

along with its public library and police 

foundations.  San Jose Parks Foundation 

was established to provide a private fund-

raising resource for San Jose‘s city parks, 

trails and community centers – all of which 

are facing severe cuts to close a $116 mil-

lion budget City general fund budget deficit 

(see, Northside, Winter 2010, at pp. 6-7).   

The launching of the foundation provides a 

means of addressing some of the service 

and program cutbacks in the short term, as 

well as a long-term reliable funding source. 

The foundation became a reality a few 

weeks ago, on April 1, when the City of 

San Jose signed a contract and provided 

some initial start-up funds. The foundation 

had been in ―incubation‖ for over a year 

through both public and private processes. 

Founding executive director James P. Re-

ber, under a City consulting contract to 

move the foundation from idea to actuality, 

put together the legal paperwork, created a 

strategic plan and built the inaugural board 

of trustees.   

―One critical thing to understand,‖ says 

Reber, ―is that the foundation was designed 

from its inception to be an independent, 

‗big picture‘ support system for San Jose‘s 

parks. It is the hope of everyone involved 

that the foundation will generate excite-

ment, heightened awareness and participa-

tion by the community, preservation of 

what exists now, and enhancements far into 

the future.‖   

Some of the foundations goals express this 

grand vision. The goals were developed by 

a group of citizens working together with 

staff from the City‘s Parks, Recreation and 

Neighborhood Services Dept. (PRNS).  San 

Jose Parks Foundation‘s goals include rais-

ing substantial funding and developing 

resources; establishing priorities for fund-

ing and other support; promoting awareness 

and increased community involvement; 

collaborating with community groups and 

creating partnerships throughout the city; 

and ensuring maximum access to all of San 

Jose‘s parks. 

The foundation is a legal nonprofit corpora-

Photos this 

page:   

 

Above, a sign 

prohibiting  

alcohol in  

Backesto Park. 

 

Right, an aerial 

photo of  

Backesto Park in 

the 1940s.   

 

Below:  Watson 

Park prior to 

being closed  

for toxic  

remediation.   
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tion and is governed by a volunteer board 

of trustees. The initial board, comprised 

entirely of San Jose residents, is led by 

Silicon Valley San Jose Metro publisher 

Dan Pulcrano and includes Helen Chap-

man, Kelly Gaffaney, Ray Turner, and 

Sylvia Lowe, whose years of wonderful 

work at Overfelt Gardens are legendary. 

The foundation board includes ex-officio 

member Albert Balagso, director of 

PRNS, who can in turn appoint up to three 

ex-officio trustees. The board will be ex-

panded to fifteen by the end of its first 

year, according to Reber, who is actively 

recruiting additional members from a 

variety of segments in the community.  

Metro publisher Pulcrano wants ―broad 

public participation‖ to reduce the oppor-

tunity for favoritism in doling out founda-

tion funds.  ―There‘s a risk that rich 

neighborhoods will get better parks . . .‖ 

he is quoted recently in his publication.   

―Reber says he plans to direct funds based 

on the answers his donors give on ques-

tionnaires asking for their top park priori-

ties but that he‘s ‗not interested in setting 

up a competition between the parks to see 

who can raise the most money,‘‖ accord-

ing to the Metro.   

The immediate priority for San Jose Parks 

Foundation is to build membership from 

citizens, businesses, and organizations 

that care about San Jose parks, trails, 

and community centers. The member-

ship campaign began in earnest in early 

May and will continue throughout the 

year. Anyone may become a member by 

making a donation. 

―Membership provides the basic funding 

for the foundation,‖ says Reber, ―which 

we then put back into the parks system 

though grants, partnerships and direct 

funding. The best way to support the 

foundation is buy a membership. We are 

asking everyone to become a Trailblazer 

($125 donation) to get us going. If peo-

ple can do more, we welcome it. If they 

can do less, every donation matters.‖ 

Volunteers are needed in the coming 

months to help promote membership in 

the community. People are needed to 

staff membership tables in parks, on 

trails, in neighborhood gathering places 

and shopping areas, and at community 

events. Anyone interested in volunteer-

ing or donating can go directly to the 

foundation website at 

www.sanjoseparks.org or call the foun-

dation at 408-893-PARK. 

The timetable set out by the founda-

tion‘s board is to recruit 2,000 members 

in the first year, to secure some addi-

tional ―start-up‖ funding from local 

foundations and corporations, and to 

actually put back $100,000 into the 

parks by the end of the first year of op-

erations. The current plan projects San 

Jose Parks Foundation, which starts with 

an initial operating budget of $350,000, 

being able to distribute about half a 

million dollars into San Jose city parks 

by its third year.   

―Friends of Backesto Park look forward 

to a new opportunity to work at a higher 

level in getting grants and other private 

funding sources for park projects,‖ says 

N. 14th St. resident and Friends of 

Backesto Park chair Nat Robinson.   

―Having a funding advocate just for City 

parks is right on target.  It is like having 

our own grant writer.‖   

 

Helen Chapman, aside from serving on 

the newly formed San Jose Parks Foun-

dation board, is president of the Shasta 

Hanchett Neighborhood Assn. and past 

chair of the San Jose Parks Commis-

sion.   Erin Hill works for the new San 

Jose Parks Foundation.  

Above:  Alum Rock Park in the 19th century, from a free 

History San Jose exhibit recently opened.   

 

The exhibit on 160 years of San Jose public parks runs 

May 7, 2010 through January 2011 at the Pacific Hotel 

Gallery at History Park in Kelley Park, sponsored by the 

Hugh Stuart Center Charitable Trust.    

„The launching of the 

San Jose Parks 

Foundation provides 

a means of  

addressing some of 

the service and  

program cutbacks in 

the short term, as 

well as providing a 

long-term reliable 

funding source.‟ 

 

 — Helen Chapman 
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Residents Celebrate Earth Day With Tree Planting 

Reprinted with permission from Horace Mann Neighborhood 

Assn‟s Sidewalktalk newsletter, vol. 15, no. 2, May 2010, at p.7.   

 

 

On Saturday April 17, Our City Forest (OCF) and about 30 

neighborhood volunteers planted 23 trees in the Northside and 

Horace Mann neighborhoods.  A demonstration planting was 

held at 454 N. 14th St. at the home of Rosa Dado.  OCF Tree 

Amigos and residents then went to 22 other sites and planted the 

trees.  Thanks to Patty Guzman who worked very hard to get 

residents to agree to plant and care for the trees — a great addi-

tion to our neighborhoods.   

 

Photos by Patti Phillips 
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Key Phone #s 

 
Zoe Lofgren,  

Congressperson      271-8700 

 
George Shirakawa, Jr,  

Supervisor       299-5001 

 

CITY OF SAN JOSE  

CALL CENTER   535-3500 

 

Councilmember Sam Liccardo  535-4903 
        

Code Enforcement   277-4528 

Ellington Library      808-3043 
Graffiti Hotline    277-2758 

Neighborhood Watch      277-4133 

Report Dumping    277-4373 
Police         277-8900 

  EMERGENCY 911  
  Non-Emergency 311 

 
Vehicle Abatement         277-5305 
Watson Center          277-4927 

 

Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

Gus Vargas, President         ///-//// 

Northside Parents Group 

Rick Schertle    279-0307 

Northside Parkstrip Project 

Sonya Lu     971-1219 

Northside Home Tour 

Gloria Cerul     295-5380 

 

13th St. SNI NAC 

Don Gagliardi, President        291-2752 

Cat Rescue Project      566-3637 
     www.13thstcats.org 

Friends of Backesto Park 

Nat Robinson    807-5010 

Friends of Ellington Library 

Marilee Mifflin, Chair leoladi@comcast.net 

N. 13th St. Business Assn.   
Lou Chiaramonte, President 394-6328 

Coughran Sports Scholarship Fund 

contact Debbie Bybee   297-3301 

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page 

Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

Weekly Events 

 

Story Time, Tues. 5:30-6 pm.  

English as a Second Language Conversation Club, Mon. & Fri. 4-5 pm. 

Chess Class, Tues., 6-7:30 pm.  All ages and playing levels welcome.   

Bilingual Spanish/English Story Time, Wed. 5:30-6 pm & Fri. 10:30-11 am. 

Aztec Dance Class, Wed. 6-7:55 pm & Sat., noon—2 pm.   

Stay & Play, Fri. 11-11:30 am. 

Filipino Dance Class, Sat., 10 am-noon. 

Hip-Hop Dance Class with Undre Revis, Sat. 2-3:30 pm.  

Spanish Computer Class, Mon. July 12, 19, 26 & Aug. 2, noon-2 pm.   

Vietnamese Computer Class, Mon. Aug. 9, 16, 23, & 30, noon-2 pm. 

 

Monthly Events 
 

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library, first Tues., at 6:30 pm.+ 

13th St. NAC, third Thurs., at 6:30 pm in Community Room.  FREE dinner at 6 pm. 

Teensreach, 3rd Thurs. 4-5 pm.  (For teens 13-18), in Teens Room. +  

 

Special Events 

 

Sat. June 12, Summer Reading Celebration begins (for children, teens & adults) 

Tues., June 15, Father‘s Day program, 6-7:30 pm. 

Wed., June 16, The Bubble Lady, 11 am.-noon  

Fri., June 18, Nail program, 3-5 pm. 

Fri., July 2, Ms. Margaret‘s Puppet Show, 10:30-11 am. 

Mon., July 5 LIBRARY CLOSED FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Sat., July 10, Friends Book Sale in Community Room, 10 am-2 pm. 

Tues., July 13, Where the Wild, Wet Things Are, 1:30 pm + 

Fri., July 23, Tin Craft with Paul Gonzales, 3-4 pm + 

Sat., July 31, Summer Reading Celebration ends 
 
+ program supported in whole or part by Friends of Joyce Ellington Library 

 
Joyce Ellington Branch Library is located at 491 E. Empire St.  Head Librarian, Keye Luke.  

Telephone:  408-998-8054 

What’s Doing at Ellington Library? 

NNA boardmember 

Vicky Ortiz enjoying 

Backesto bocce match 

Left:  the back entrance to the library.   

 

 

„Sat. July 10, 

Friends Book Sale in 

Community Room, 

10 am to 2 pm‟ 
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County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort   

Northside Neighborhood Association 
San Jose, California  
www.northside-sj.org 

  INSIDE: 
  
 President‘s Corner        p. 2 

 News In Brief         p. 5 

 Revival of Backesto Bocce Courts    pp.6-7 

 New San Jose Parks Foundation     pp.8-10 

  by Helen Chapman & Erin Hill 

 What‘s Doing at Ellington Library?    p.11 

 Neighborhood Troubleshooter Guide   p.11 

693  

N. 13th St. 

 

288-9437 


