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Councilmember Sam Liccardo Guest Speaker at
April 7 Northside Neighborhood Meeting
Meeting to Kick-Off New Direction
for ‘Hood via “Northside Corps”
(See pp. 6-7)
The Northside Neighborhood Assn. (NNA) is proud to announce
the launch of the Northside Corps — a new neighborhood program
aimed at making a big difference in our quality of life by making
small changes to how we all work together. Councilmember Sam
Liccardo will be on hand to help introduce this new program on
Monday, April 7 from 6 to 8 pm at the Watson Annext, 550 N.
22nd St. It is important that we get more of our neighbors involved, so pleas bring all the concerned Northsiders you can find!
NNA will use this meeting to present the Northside Corps concept
and gather feedback from the neighborhood. This will also be an
excellent opportunity to speak with councilmember Liccardo about
the steps the city council is taking to address some of these issues.
Together we can make this program into something we can all be
proud of.
El vecindario NNA anuncia con mucho orgullo el almuerzo del
Cooperativo Norte. Un programa nuevo dirigido a hacer una gran
diferencia en nuestra calidad de vida, hacienda pequeños cambios
en la manera de trabajar juntos. El Consejal Sam Liccardo, estará
presente ayudando a introducir este nuevo programa el Lunes 7 de
abril de 6 a 8 pm, en el “Watson Annex,” 550 No. Calle 22. Es
muy importante lograr que mas vecinos se envuelvan, asi que favor
de traer a los mas que se pueda que se interesen en nuestra parte
Norte de la ciudad.

Above: The historic Backesto Fountain (circa 1922), which is currently being
restored by Friends of Backesto Park, a group of resident volunteers led by Nat
Robinson through the 13th St. NAC, a non-profit corporation which is part of San
Jose’s Strong Neighborhoods Initiative. To make a tax deductible donation to the
$20,000 project being done without any city money, go to www.13thStNAC.org.

NNA aprovechará esta junta para presenter el concepto inicial del
corporativo Norte, asi como todo el material relacionado y también para obtener mas información y reaciones. Será también una
excelente oportunidad par hablar con el Consejal Liccardo sobre
los pasos que está tomando el consejo municipal (ayuntamiento) en
referencia a los asuntos en cuestion. Unidos podremos lograr que
este Nuevo programa sca un orgullo para todos nosotros.

Northside Website:

www.northside-sj.org
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fic city councilmember Sam Liccardo (who’s
also a Northside neighbor); thank you to my
beautiful wife Sarah Bogosian for putting up
with me; and thanks to everyone who cares
about the Northside enough to positively effect
it. I know I live in a one-of-a-kind neighborhood with an amazing combination of culture,
beauty, unity and history, and most importantly, a can-do spirit of resident involvement.
*****
During NNA’s holiday potluck last December, I was elected president of NNA. No
one ran against me, no one stood up to oppose
me and no one voted against me. And, yet,
due to my limited tenure, eight years, in the
Northside (and California, for that matter),
many of you don’t know me. For those who
do, they might tell you I’m a passionate and
optimistic individual who wants to improve
the place we call home. They might tell you
I’m direct and don’t pull punches.

P re s i d e n t ’s C o r n e r
by Chris Bogosian, President
Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Welcome to 2008! By the time this first
newsletter of the year goes to print, or to
virtual print for many of you (thanks for
saving a tree!), we will only have nine
months until 2009. At first that seems
daunting, considering all NNA has resolved
to do this year. But, let’s remind ourselves
how much we achieved in 2007, as exiting
NNA president Frank Barnard summarized
in the previous edition, and use that as inspiration for 2008, which is shaping up to be a
banner year.
Northside’s progress has been steady,
usually not noticeable day-to-day, but when
you look back over 12 months, much has
been accomplished. It will be important to
persevere despite city budget shortfalls.
I want to express enormous thanks to
everyone in the neighborhood who has gone
above and beyond and made the Northside
something really special. Thank you Frank
for your work as the previous NNA president and on the board of 13th St. NAC;
thank you former NNA president Don
Gagliardi for years of tireless work ensuring
that we have a voice, thank you to all NNA
boardmembers, my vice president Joe Rodriguez, our longtime treasurer Ed Berger,
Leo Bevilacqua, former NNA president
Chuck Hagenmaier, Ken Keating, Cathy
Novello, Bonnie Ross, and Gus Vargas;
thank you Live Oak awardees past, present
and future for your contributions (the latest
is recognized at p.5); thank you to our terri-
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me proud and so happy I moved here instead of anywhere else!,” Frank Barnard
told the email group.
*****
A similar tale of collective generosity
last December was initiated by NNA
boardmember Gus Vargas, who raised
$250 from Northside residents to provide
holiday gifts for a struggling single mother
of four small children.
Gus told his neighbors on the NNA
Email Group that, “in the process of driving around collecting the donations I became aware of how unique the character of
each hose was — both inside and out. I’m
so glad we don’t live in a suburban tract
neighborhood with cookie-cutter homes.
There’s some beautiful Xmas displays as
well on many front lawns.”
*****

I’m guessing that many of you, like me,
are sometimes frustrated by things that happen
in our neighborhood that disrupt the peace or
spoil its aesthetic equilibrium. Although all
neighborhoods experience these things to
some degree, I think there are some key areas
where we need to raise our expectations. In
this issue of Northside, we introduce a new
NNA program, the “Northside Corps.” (See
pp. 6-7). I’m hoping that if we all do a little it
will amount to so much more. The Northside
Corps is a work in progress that we all can
have a hand in helping to succeed. Please read
it with an open and optimistic mind. I welcome your feedback and ideas. You can send
them to me at president@northside-sj.org.
*****
Our Northside neighborhood showed its
spirit once again last December in the days
leading up to Christmas. As the San Jose
Mercury News reported, “A gunman stepped
into Cesar’s Flowers on North 13th Street . . .
ordering Celina Sandoval and her 6-year-old
son to lie on the floor as he searched for
money. He didn’t get much cash — but he
stole her confidence. . . .” When new Northsider Jackey Valdes read about it on NNA’s
Email Group, she suggested to her cyberneighbors they buy Sandoval, a 47-year-old
widow, a security camera. “A day later, she
had collected $400,” the Mercury News reported. N. 12th St. resident and former NNA
boardmember Steve Gordy installed it for her.
“I am overwhelmed by the show of community spirit and unity,” Valdes told her new
neighbors. “My hats off to all of you.”
“It’s this type of thing that always makes
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The 13th St. Cat Rescue Group is
holding its 3rd annual Cat Open House on
Sunday April 6 from noon to 3 pm at 370
N. 20th St. Join them for raffle prizes,
food, an opportunity to see current cats
available for adoption, and fellowship with
neighborhood cat lovers.
*****
A warm welcome to a new neighborhood business, Reheboth Ethiopian Café
and Restaurant, located at 655 N. 6th St.
Reheboth, which has gotten a positive buzz
on the Northside Email Group, is open for
lunch and dinner 7 days a week. As a
welcoming gesture, NNA has given them a
free ad his issue. (See p.4). Clip the ad
and bring it in for 10 % off your next meal.
*****
NNA’s annual holiday potluck last
December was another huge success.
Don’t believe me? Here’s a testimonial:
New Northsider Aiesha Parker-Hicks of
N. 20th St. announced the next day on the
NNA Email Group, “I just wanted to say I
had a GREAT time at yesterday’s potluck.
It was my first year attending and it was so
nice to talk to those I live among! I got an
awesome 13th Street Cat Rescue shirt,
Hatch chiles and law school advice for my
partner! We are a great group of neighbors
and I look forward to getting involved with
the association!” Bet you’re sorry you
missed it.
NNA’s next event is April 7. Hope to
see you there!

Update on North 13th Street

Couplets to be Converted: Julian & St. James Sts.
Fully Funded for Return to Two-Way Traffic
A regular update on the
13th St. Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI):
by Joe Pambianco
It has finally happened. Money has been set aside to fund converting
most of Julian and St. James Sts. from one-way to two-way traffic. It
will likely be a couple years before we see results on the ground, but it
will happen in our lifetime.
This comes as a result of countless neighborhood activists attending
approximately a bazillion study groups, 13th St. NAC meetings, city
council meetings, etc., for years. Several years ago, the city, under
leadership of councilperson Cindy Chavez, funded a detailed traffic
study to examine the feasibility and impact of converting one-way
street pairs, “couplets”, in the greater downtown. Many trips on these
streets neither began nor ended downtown; in other words, the couplets
were being used as freeway bypasses. The study concluded that the
streets could be returned to two-way traffic without creating grid-lock
or flooding surrounding streets with traffic. The city council approved
the study’s recommendation that conversion to two-way traffic occur
once funding could be found, which it now has been for Julian & St.
James Sts.
13th St. NAC, the local SNI group which encompasses four neighborhoods (Northside, Julian St James, Hensley and Horace Mann), made
conversion of the local 3rd & 4th, Julian & St. James and 10th & 11th
St. couplets one of the top priorities within its revitalization plan
adopted by the city council in April 2002. The first to be implemented
were 3rd & 4th Sts. in the Hensley Dist. Property values there were
reported to have shot up 25 to 30 percent immediately after the changes
were implemented.
Why is this a good thing? Some neighbors have asked me why we
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The Northside
Neighborhood Newsletter

Northside is published quarterly by the Northside
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest. NNA’s mission is to improve
and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform members, encourage
participation in activities which benefit the Northside and encourage
identification with the neighborhood through social functions.
The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded by Julian,
Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek. All residents are automatically
members of the association. There are no dues.
Northside’s Board of Directors: Frank Barnard (president);
Chris Bogosian (vice president), Ed Berger (treasurer); Leo Bevilacqua; Don
Gagliardi; Chuck Hagenmaier; Ken Keating; Cathy Novello; Joe Rodriguez;
Bonnie Ross, and Gus Vargas.

Joe Pambianco addresses the San Jose city council in April 2002 in support
of the 13th St. SNI revitalization plan, which made conversion of the oneway couplets in our area its top priority.
have been seeking these changes all these years. The best way I can make
the case is to share a story from when my wife and I moved into the
neighborhood in 1999. We loved the look and feel of an old home on St.
James & 14th Sts. But spent a little time watching the expressway-like traffic whiz by and decided not to buy there. We bought a home on a quieter
street nearby and have been investing in it steadily ever since.
This process repeated for decades results in a much higher ration of undermaintained rentals along these routes. Why under-maintained? Because
renters, just like buyers, would prefer not to live next to a dilapidated expressway, so rents are low and therefore properties don’t warrant much investment. The effects extend beyond the couplets themselves and is felt, for
example, on the numbers streets between Julian & St James, where the balance between improvement and investment versus dilapidation and blight is
precarious and never quite snowballs into a more highly developed
neighborhood like Naglee Park, Rose Garden or others. I would trade a
little travel time east and west to help the neighborhood I live in blossom
into a better place to live.
I don’t want to oversell the effect of conversion of the Julian & St. James
one-way couplets, either. Change won’t happen overnight. Julian will still
be a route to Highway 101, etc. I do firmly believe the effects will be on
balance overwhelmingly positive.
My thanks to the many friends and allies met through this long process. I
lost my appetite for public meetings for a few years there at the end and I am
grateful to those who kept it moving forward.
Joe Pambianco is a former 13th St. NAC boardmember who lives on N. 15th
St. in the adjoining Julian St. James neighborhood.
*****

The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box 2317, San Jose,
CA 95109-2317. Telephone: (408) 291-2752. www.northside-sj.org.

DONATE TO NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN.
ONLINE AT WWW.13THSTNAC.ORG

13th St. NAC meets 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 pm, typically at Watson Annex,
550 N. 22nd St. Free dinner served from 6 pm. For more info., contact 13th
St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee at debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov
or 297-3301. Please consider an online tax deductible donation to 13th St.
NAC to support neighborhood programs. Log on to www.13thStNAC.org.
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Archie needs
a home!!
13th St. NAC
Cat Rescue
Project

www.13thstcats.org
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In Brief..........

Northside Featured in Sourisseau
Exhibit on Blacks in San Jose
From January 14 to March 1, 2008, the Sourisseau Academy at San Jose
State (SJSU) , with assistance from History San Jose, presented an exhibit
at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library downtown: “An Historical
Reconstruction of the Black Community in Santa Clara County.”
Free to the public, the exhibit included items from the family collection of
N. 11th St. resident Bob Ellington, for whose late wife Joyce our local
branch library is named, as well as source material from this newsletter
(see, “Roots: the Northside Origins of San Jose’s African American Community,” Northside, Fall 2001, at pp. 16-29).
“We have started a Black History Project with Iris Jerke of the [SJSU]
history department which has already in one semester developed a great
deal of information on this community,” says Sourisseau’s Charlene Durval. The Northside newsletter was “invaluable” to the effort, according to
Duval.

E-waste Collection Day April 26
at Watson Annex Parking Lot

Save the Date: Northside Home Tour
Set for Sunday October 5, 2008
The 3rd annual Northside Home Tour will be held on the first Sunday in
October — Sunday, October 5, 2008, reports tour committee chair Gloria
Flores-Cerul. Like the first two years, there will be an assortment of a half
dozen homes, including a pair of Victorians, a pair of Craftsman bungalows
and a couple others that reflect the wide diversity of our neighborhood’s
vintage homes.

The second annual FREE neighborhood e-waste disposal event, sponsored by 13th St. NAC, will be held on Saturday, April 26 from 9 am to 4
pm in the parking lot adjacent to Watson Annex, 550 N. 22nd St.
(between Jackson and Empire Sts.) Accepted items are TVs, VCR– and
DVD-players, CPUs, mice, keyboards, components, monitors, printers,
microwaves, telephones, fax machines, speakers and stereos. If you cannot make the disposal event, contact ASL at 468-0230 for curbside electronic waste pick up. Mention 13th St. NAC, which will receive money to
benefit neighborhood programs from ASL.

Howard Partridge Receives
NNA’s Winter 2008 Live Oak Award
N. 15th St. resident Howard Partridge is the Winter 2008 recipient
of NNA’s Live Oak Award. Partridge, a computer technician with
an architectural background, has
been an integral part of the Northside Home Tour committee by
searching out good candidates for
the tour, giving insights on the
architectural styles of tour homes
for the tour guidebook, and by
acting as a manager of volunteer
docents for the homes on tour.

Proceeds from the 2008 tour will go toward the ongoing restoration of the
historic Backesto Fountain by resident volunteers through Friends of Backesto Park. Both the Northside Home Tour and Friends of Backesto Park
are official subgroups of 13th St. NAC, a 501c(3) non-profit corporation,
which is part of San Jose’s Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI).
Purchase advance tickets online at www.northside-sj/hometour for $15 per
ticket. Ticket prices will increase on the day of the tour.

Northside Flea Market in Backesto
Park set for Saturday, August 2
NNA’s annual flea market will be held on Saturday, August 2 in Backesto
Park from 8 am to 54 pm. Vendors may purchase spaces on the perimeter
of the park for $35 in advance or $40 on the day of the event. For the first
time, a $5 discount will be offered on interior pathway spaces within the
park. Registration for spaces will be held at Backesto Center at N. 14th &
Empire Sts. the week before the event, dates and times TBA. Unless already sold out, registration will be available the day of the event until all
spaces are sold. Register early to assure a space.
For more info, contact Chuck Hagenmaier at 295-5860.

Howard Partridge

Partridge hosts a website,
www.cupola.com, which he says
is “related to his love of architecture, art, wordplay, and of course,
cupolas, those whimsical architectural appendages of another era.”

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who
materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, the neighborhood
association, or one or more of its residents in the upkeep or beautification of the
eighborhood. Current NNA board members and their families are ineligible. Send
nominations for future Live Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi, 291-2752 or
dpg2003@aol.com.
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we all have busy lives. With work, family,
errands, and taking care of our homes, it
rarely leaves time for anything else. With
that in mind, the Northside Corps doesn’t
ask too much of any one individual. If we
all do a little bit, it can make a truly significant impact. Everyone is invited to participate and getting involved is easy.
The goal of the Northside Corps is to target
and reduce “key detractors” in our
neighborhood, i.e., things that encroach on
our rights to live in a safe, peaceful and
clean neighborhood. The key detractors
identified by the NNA board are:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

graffiti;
gang activity;
reckless driving and speeding;
noise pollution;
litter;
vandalism; and
code violations.

These seven key detractors affect us all in
the Northside; we seem to deal with one or
another on an almost daily basis. And, yet
there are already laws and codes that address or prohibit each and every one. What
we struggle with in the Northside is enforcement of the laws and codes, which are our
tools, and which we need to use more to our
benefit. The Northside Corps is about using
the law to better our streets and homes.

NORTHSIDE CORPS

To Serve & Beautify:
Presenting the ‘Northside Corps’
by Chris Bogosian
NNA is excited to launch the “Northside
Corps”—a program designed to encourage and
enable Northside residents to improve their quality of life through the creation and defense of
safe and beautiful streets and neighborhoods.
(More details are available online,
www.northside-sj.org.)
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With the start of a fresh year and in light of a city
budget shortfall, it seema like the perfect time to
introduce an idea that will allow us Northsiders
to help ourselves. The Northside Corps is incredibly simple, and yet holds huge potential.
But, before I launch into what the Northside
Corps is all about, I assure you I recognize that
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Because city and county resources are limited, many agencies responsible enforcing
the laws and codes are reactive (they respond only when issues are reported by the
citizenry), rather than proactive (patrolling
for and addressing law and code violations
without reports being made.) Thus, it is
essential for residents to take a proactive
role. The Northside Corps is here to make
proactivity possible.
Essentially, all we ask of you is to be aware
of what’s happing in your neighborhood and
report violations to the proper city agencies
in a timely manner. Many key detractors
could be minimized if we are all diligent in
calling in violations immediately. But, because we’re all hard-working and busy, that
often fails to happen. We become apathetic,
and those responsible for blighting our
neighborhood are not held accountable. The
key to making the Northside Corps successful is to stop the cycle of apathy and demand accountability.
Upon joining the Northside Corps, you will
be given some simple tools to help you
make a difference. The first step is to be
more aware of your surroundings and the
second step — of utmost importance — is
to be ready to act.

Often we’re not in a situation where we have
the resources to look up the right number to
call or we’re busy and it takes too much time
and effort. Also, in many circumstances, by
the time we locate the information we need,
the offending incident has passed and calling
is a moot point. The Northside Corps will
make it easier to take action.
NNA is compiling a packet that can make
executing on these two steps as simple as making a cup of tea.
The Northside Corps packet will contain all
the information you need to enable you to
easily, and without burden, be a more proactive neighbor. The packet includes:
(1) a welcome letter with pertinent NNA board
contact information;
(2) a guide to neighborhood awareness;
(3) a list of city agencies, their purpose and
contact information;
(4) a list of key detractor situations, who to
call, what information to get and what to expect in each case;
(5) stickers for your phone and a magnet for
your fridge with call information;
(6) a cell-phone programming guide;
(7) a Northside Corps pledge card to fill-out
and return to NNA; and
(8) beautification resources.
All the Northside Corps asks from you is simply that you read the pledge, sign it, return it,
and abide by it.
The pledge is a promise to the neighborhood
that you will do your best as a concerned citizen to be aware of and report key detractors to
the relevant agencies or, in special cases, the
NNA board. We won’t ask for any more of
your time.
Being part of the Northside Corps does, however, requires using reason, being compassionate and staying within the bounds of existing
codes. We won’t condone actions which endanger you or others or violate laws.
Likewise, we encourage compassion. If, for

‘Because city and county
resources are limited,
many agencies
responsible for enforcing
the laws and codes are
reactive (they respond
only when issues are
reported by the
citizenry), rather than
proactive (patrolling for
and addressing law and
code violations without
reports being made.)
Thus, it is essential for
residents to take a
proactive role. The
Northside Corps is here
to make proactivity
possible.’
— NNA President
Chris Bogosian
example, a homeowner cannot physically or
monetarily afford to correct code violations, the
NNA will work with them to find a solution that
doesn’t threaten further loss or hardship. The
Northside Corps will offer further resources in
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such cases.
NNA has committed the follwing resources
to the effort:
* NorthsideCorps@northside-sj.org. Use
this e-mail when you’re faced with situations that require assistance from NNA. Emails to this address will be held confidential and are only shared between a few
members of the NNA board. Also, the
Northside Corps packet will list phone numbers of all NNA boardmembers.
* A new and improved NNA website with
the same content plus forums and calendars
to help facilitate Northside Corps communications. The new site will have neighborhood issue forums, allow members to submit news and other items for publishing,
and also have a repository of current and
past Northside newsletters.
* Since we believe education and reaching
our neighborhood youth is key, a K-12 educational liaison will work to visit schools
and the spread the message of neighborhood
pride and responsibility.
Want to do more? Are you the kind of person who doesn’t want to wait for the graffiti
removal team? We can help. We can put
graffiti removal supplies in your hand to
make it easy for you to keep your block
looking its best.
Still want to do more? We need Northside
Corps block captains to keep a closer eye on
their block and surrounding areas and try to
recruit those around them to join the Northside Corps.
If you are interested in joining the Northside
Corps, drop me a line. We look forward to
working with all of you and making our
home a better place to live.
Chris Bogosian, who lives on N. 18th St.
with his wife Sara, is president of NNA.
You can reach him by email at NorthsideCorps@northside-sj.org.
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SJ
Which of these
neighborhood
markets would
you rather
patronize?

SF

Cornering the
Market:
San Francisco
Has World Class
Neighborhood
Markets While
San Jose Gets the
Shaft from Its
Redevelopment
Agency — an Essay
by Don Gagliardi
Page 8
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San Jose has long languished in the shadow of San
Francisco, its more cosmopolitan neighbor to the
north. Sure, S.F. has those gorgeous Bay views
from all those hilltops. Still, San Jose’s population exceeds that of San Francisco by some
300,000. We’re the 10th largest (and fifth most
densely populated) city in the country, as our officials proclaim at every opportunity. Also, San
Jose, with its diverse collection of residents from
around the globe, is the first and only major
American city without a majority of any single
ethnic group. We’re pretty cosmopolitan, too – or
at least we ought to be.
The fact is that San Jose, despite its inferiority
complex, is not inevitably and inalterably an inferior metropolis. But we are not the equal of San
Francisco in many things, not because we are a
small town but because of small-town, myopic
thinking. Our problem, as they say, is ourselves –
or more correctly our government.
There are lots of examples of this, but for this
essay I’m going to focus on just one, which is
pertinent to our neighborhood: the corner market.
San Francisco has lots of them, and they’re highly
functional and well-maintained, and they each
serve to instill and preserve a sense of neighborhood. San Jose has relatively few of them, all
within its historic central core (including, happily,
several within the Northside), all vestiges of a
time when San Jose was built in a more neighborhood-friendly manner, and nearly without exception all now glorified liquor stores in a state of
advanced decay such that they are major, arguably
the primary, blights in our older neighborhoods.
And no one in San Jose’s City Hall even admits a
problem let alone does anything about it.
What can be done? Well, we could get rid of San
Jose’s decrepit corner stores altogether, but that
would be a major mistake. As evidenced by San
Francisco, well-operated and well-maintained
corner stores are a major asset to a neighborhood.
And, as evidenced by most of the suburban-style
enclaves of San Jose, the absence of corner stores
only breeds a pedestrian-unfriendly, Los Angelesstyle car culture, which is not only bad for the
fabric of neighborhoods but bad for the environment as well. The existence of these corner stores
in downtown neighborhoods like Northside offers
hope for revival of bygone traditions, like sending
your kids to the corner store to fetch a carton of
milk instead of climbing into the SUV to storm the
Safeway or Costco on the far side of town.
Alternatively, we could spruce up these corner
stores, many of which are in vintage, indeed historic, yet dilapidated buildings. We could rejuvenate and revitalize them. Bring them back to life.
Make them neighborhood assets instead of blights.
Oh, but these are private properties, and that’s not
the business of government, you may argue. As a
point of political philosophy you might be right
(although I disagree), but the reality is that our
city government is in this business already (they
call it “façade improvement”) – they’re just doing

‘San Jose has relatively
few corner markets, all
within its historic
central core (including
several within the
Northside), and all are
now glorified liquor
stores in a state of
advanced decay such
they are major blights
in our neighborhoods.’
a lousy job of it. And to add insult to injury,
they’re patting themselves on the back because
city officials just don’t recognize the horrible
aesthetic environment they have fostered in San
Jose. Their façade “improvements” are degradations, resulting from a peculiarly bureaucratic
combination of arrogance and cluelessness.
Before I elaborate, let’s get back to the quiz on
the opposite page. If you guessed that the bottom photo, with the streetside display of fresh
fruits and vegetables, the stylish neon sign in
the large-pane window and the fabric awning is
to be found in San Francisco, you’re right. And
if you guessed that the top photo of the monochromatic, boarded up shell of a store, with an
internally-lit box sign sporting a Pepsi ad, and
bars on the doors, can be found here in San Jose
on the periphery of our own Northside
neighborhood, you’re right again. I strongly
suspect, like me, you would prefer patronizing
Courtney’s over our local James Market.
Which brings me back to San Jose’s façade
improvement program: It’s run by the city’s
Redevelopment Agency (RDA), which is in
turn run by the city council, which also runs the
rest of the city. The façade program is supposed to provide new paint, awnings, signage
and the like for unsightly buildings, thereby
promoting increased investment and economic
activity through the improved physical appearance of the commercial landscape.
Until recently the façade program was focused
in the downtown core (with little evident success). With the advent in 1999 of the Strong
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI), RDA branched
out into the neighborhoods, and brought their
toolbox, including the façade program, with
them. Northsiders, who helped instigate SNI,
asked for assistance in revitalizing the N. 13th
St. business strip, which led to the creation of
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the local resident-driven SNI non-profit
group, 13th St. NAC (which I chair). The
13th St. SNI redevelopment effort was
awarded $750,000 in façade improvement
funding in its first five years to spruce up the
appearance of businesses on N. 13th St. and
throughout the Northside redevelopment area
– meaning blighted corner stores like the
James Market were eligible for free government grant money to improve their facade.
13th St. NAC asked RDA to allocate some of
this façade grant money to the blighted corner stores in our greater Northside neighborhood, specifically including the James Market. Indeed, a couple years ago, I personally
toured the market with the head of RDA’s
façade program and urged that this once elegant building be restored to its former glory.
She hemmed and hawed about needing several hundred thousand dollars to complete the
job (everything costs more when the city
does it), whereas the program only allowed
funds barely sufficient to cover a new coat of
paint. Long story short, the James Market
remains an eyesore, as do all of the other
corner markets in our neighborhood. Only
one, TJ Market on Julian St., has received a
façade grant, and it has hardly improved its
appearance, nor were residents consulted
about how much government money would
be spent or how. (RDA promises to be more
collaborative on 13th St. area façade grants in
the future. We’ll see.)
Instead, RDA has spent over $60,000 of 13th
St. SNI façade money on a new paint job for
Choice Liquors, which didn’t need it (after
being painted less than five years ago), and
over $70,000 on a new paint job for Empire
Appliances, and other jobs, without consulting residents about how the money would be
spent and without doing anything to improve
the aesthetic environment of our neighborhood. All this money could have been better
spent sprucing up our corner stores (or making capital improvements in our parks.)
Did I mention residents were not consulted
about how taxpayer money was spent?
That’s just part of the “collaborative” aspect
of the RDA façade program, for which its
staff was recently celebrated. They received
an award during the mayor’s community
breakfast at the convention center last January. I almost threw up my $25 omelette.
But I digress. My point is that if San Jose is
spending public money to beautify private
businesses, shouldn’t San Jose look a little
more like San Francisco? And if our city
officials are serious about bringing redevelopment into our neighborhoods, when are our
corner stores going to start measuring up?
Don Gagliardi is president of 13th St. NAC,
past-president of NNA (1999-2002, 2005),
and longtime editor of Northside.
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Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn.

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page
What’s Doing at Ellington Library?
Remember this sign? It’s been almost three years since the Joyce Ellington Branch Library
closed its doors for re-building in June 2005. But it won’t be long now before we’re celebrating the opening of a larger and better branch. The grand opening is currently scheduled for
June 2008. Look for lots of information in the upcoming Spring 2008 Northside newsletter.

Key Phone #s
Zoe Lofgren,
Congressperson

271-8700

Blanca Alvarado,
Supervisor

299-2323

CITY OF SAN JOSE
CALL CENTER 535-3500
Councilmember Sam Liccardo 535-4903
Code Enforcement
Ellington Library
Graffiti Hotline
Neighborhood Watch

277-4528
286-5627
277-2758
277-4133

Police

277-8900

EMERGENCY 911
Non-Emergency 311
Vehicle Abatement
Watson Center

277-5305
277-4927

Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Frank Barnard, President
956-7232
Northside Parents Group
Rick Schertle
279-0307
Northside Parkstrip Project
Sonya Lu
971-1219
Northside Home Tour
Gloria Cerul
295-5380
13th St. SNI NAC
Don Gagliardi, President
291-2752
Cat Rescue Project
566-3637
www.13thstcats.org
Friends of Backesto Park
Nat Robinson
807-5010
Friends of Ellington Library
Walter Hudson
286-2091
N. 13th St. Business Assn.
Jose Posadas, President
577-2054
Coughran Sports Scholarship Fund
contact Debbie Bybee
297-3301

NNA’s new
president Chris
Bogosian in an
unauthorized
photo.
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PO Box 2317
San Jose, California 95109-2317
www.northside-sj.org

County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort

INSIDE:
President’s Corner
Update on N. 13th St.: Julian/St. James
Couplets Conversion, by Joe Pambianco
News In Brief
‘Northside Corps,” by Chris Bogosian
Our Ugly Corner Markets, by Don Gagliardi
Neighborhood Troubleshooter Guide
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pp. 6-7
pp.8-9
p.11

693
N. 13th St.
288-9437
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