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“Shots in the ‘Hood:  Photos of the Northside,” 
Wednesday, March 18 at Ellington Library 

Willow Glen photographer Liv Ames showcases her photos of 
our Northside neighborhood in an exclusive show at the com-
munity room of the Joyce Ellington Branch Library, 491 E. 
Empire St., sponsored by NNA.   
 
The opening night coffee and dessert reception will be held 
Wednesday evening, March 18 at 6 pm, with Ames in atten-
dance.  The show continues in the Ellington Library community 
room for two weeks, through April 1. 
 
Copies of Ames’ photos in 8x10 matted or 4x6 note-card for-
mat can be purchased in person in the community room at the 
opening reception or at the 13th St. NAC meeting the following 
evening, Thursday, March 19.  Photos can also be purchased 
through the Friends of Ellington Library, while supplies last.       
 
Admission to the opening night reception is $1 suggested dona-
tion.  Proceeds from the show will benefit Friends of Ellington 
Library. 

Fotos del Vecindario “Northside”, Miercoles, 
18 de Marzo en la Biblioteca Ellington 
 
La fotografa Live Ames del vecindario Willow Glen exhibira 
sus fotos de nuestro vecindario en el cuaro ‘community 
room’ de la Biblioteca Joyce Ellington, 491 Calle de Empire 
en un evento organizado por el grupo, “Northside 
Neighborhood Association.”   
 
La Sra. Ames estara presente en la recepcion cual tomara 
lugar el miercoles, 18 de marzo, a las 6 pm.  La exposicion 
de fotos continuara en la biblioteca por dos semanas hasta 
el dia 1 de abril.   
 
Copias de las fotos de lar Sra. Ames se pueden comprar en 
persona el dia 18 de marzo, en la reunion del 13th St. NAC.  
Copias de las fotos tambien se pueden por medio del grupo 
Friends of Ellington Library.   
 
Se pide una donacion de $1 para ir a la recepcion.  Las 
ganancias se usaran para el beneficio del grupo Friends of 
Ellington Library.   
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President’s  Corner 
by Gus Vargas, President 
Northside Neighborhood Assn. 
 
 Having lived in downtown San Jose 
since 1975, it is an honor and privilege to 
serve as president of the Northside 
Neighborhood Assn. (NNA) in one of the 
most diverse areas in San Jose.  On my 
block alone, I have neighbors of Japanese, 
Italian, German, Filipino, Chinese, Mexican, 
Portuguese, Samoan, and African ancestry.  
The Northside has a wealth of civic-minded 
professionals, skilled craftsmen, high-
techies, and incredibly creative artists who 
volunteer their talents to improve the quality 
of life in our neighborhood.  I look forward 
to continuing the long NNA tradition of 
promoting neighborhood volunteerism. 
 
  * * * * * 
 
 Welcome to our newest Northsider, 
Elijah James Bogosian, born at 3:56 p.m. 
on January 14 to NNA past-president Chris 
Bogosian and his wife, Sarah Bogosian, of 
N. 18th St.  Elijah clocked in a week over-
due at 8.4 lbs. and 19” long.  Chris reports 
that “Baby Bogosian is an organic, free-
range baby and was delivered without any 
drugs at all (not even Lidocaine.)  Don’t 
mess with his mommy!”  Congrats to both 
Chris and Sarah!  
 
  * * * * * 
 
 N. 12th St. resident Steve Gordy re-
ported on the Northside Email Group that 
PBS’ popular Antiques Roadshow will be in 
San Jose on August 15.  Through April 20, 
you can order tickets online at www.pbs.org/
wgbh/roadshow/tickets.html.    
 
  * * * * * 
 

 A neighbor up N. 19th St. gave me two 
boxes of grapefruits.  I blended them in with 
my lemons and oranges, minus the skins of 
course, but with plenty of pulp and a tad of the 
rhines for thicker viscosity.  Added a little 
sugar and voila! Organic GrapeLemOra Juice. 
Can’t beat it  Right out of the ‘hood!  DO try 
this at home! 
 
  * * * * * 
 
 Abandoned shopping carts in our 
neighborhood have been a big topic of conver-
sation on the Northside Email Group this win-
ter.  You can report an abandoned shopping 
cart to the city by calling 535-3500.  Be pa-
tient because it sometimes takes a couple days 
for the city to attend to the matter. 
 
 Last January, I met Mi Pueblo store man-
ager Cesar Lujo while shopping for some 
basics.  He told me, “do not hesitate to contact 
the store” at 292-3177 if you find a Mi Pueblo 
cart anywhere in the Northside or beyond.  
They will immediately contact their cart col-
lection company, La Kora Carts.  Just in the 
area surrounding his store, Lujo told  me the 
company picked up 50 Mi Pueblo carts on a 
single Saturday morning.   
 
 By the way, Mi Pueblo painted and re-
modeled its interior to give it a nice cultural 
look on the walls.   
 
  * * * * * 
 
 A warm Northside welcome to Roy’s 
Station coffee & tea house, which opened 
February 9 in an old Japantown service sta-
tion, dating to 1935.  Owner Carole Rast says 
they “sill be getting our beans from Barefoot 
Coffee Roasters, and our teas from Teance 
Teas in Berkeley.  Besides espresso drinks, 
coffees and teas, we plan on serving frappes 
and smoothies — alongside sushi boxes an 
deserts.”  Wifi is available. 
 
 Roy’s is located at 197 Jackson St. (corner 
N. 5th).  Hours are Mon.-Thu. 7 am to 9 pm, 
Fri. 7 am to 10 pm, Sat. 8 am to 10 pm, and 
Sun. 8 am to 5 pm.   (See ad at p.10).   

 
  * * * * * 
 
 The 4th annual Cat Open House spon-
sored by 13th St. Cats is Sunday, May 3 
from noon to 4 pm at 370 N. 20th St. 
 
 13th St. Cats is also hosting a Cat Res-
cue Tea in an opulent Victorian in the 
Hensley Historic District on Saturday, 
March 14 at 2 pm.  For $25, which benefits 
the cat rescue effort, you can enjoy a tradi-
tional high tea with your neighbors.  Lim-
ited seating available.  Sign up at 
www.13thstcats.org/info/donate.       
 
    (For more on 13th St. Cat Rescue 
Group, see feature article at pp. 6-7.)  
 
  * * * * * 
 
 Our next NNA event is a free opening 
night coffee-and-dessert reception for an 
exhibit by local photographer Liv Ames 
on Wednesday, March 18 at 6 pm in the 
community room at Joyce Ellington 
Branch Library, 491 E. Empire St.  Enti-
tled, “Shots in the ’Hood:  Photos of the 
Northside,” the exhibit features some ex-
traordinary photographs of our neighbor-
hood through Ames’ trained eye.   
 
 NNA past-president Don Gagliardi 
tells me that Ames, who lives in Willow 
Glen, was among the artists who contrib-
uted selected works to be auctioned  for 
the library’s pre-grand-opening donor 
reception last June.  Ames took numerous 
photos in our neighborhood and allowed 
Gagliardi to select framed enlargements of 
a pair of photos for the auction.  But 
Gagliardi was so impressed by her work, 
that he convinced her to later specially 
exhibit her photos at the new library.    
 
 “This exhibit should allow Northsiders 
to gain an outside artist’s perspective on 
our  neighborhood,” Gagliardi says.  “It 
also showcases our library’s community 
room as a potential ‘gallery’ space for 
local artists.  Hopefully, this will be the 
first of many exhibits there.”  
 
 The opening night reception will fea-
ture coffee and homemade decadent des-
serts, and photos will be available for pur-
chase.  Though the event is free, we hope 
you will consider making a donation. ($1 
suggested at door.) All proceeds from the 
event will benefit the Friends of Joyce 
Ellington Branch Library and, by exten-
sion, the library itself.   The exhibit contin-
ues for two weeks, through April 1.  (See 
cover.)  Hope to see you opening night! New N. 18th St. resident Elijah Bogosian, born 

January 14 to Chris & Sarah Bogosian.   
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 Northside 
 
 Northside is published quarterly by the Northside  
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest.  NNA’s mission is to improve 
and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform members, encourage 
participation in activities which benefit the Northside and encourage 
identification with the neighborhood through social functions. 
 
 The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded by Julian, 
Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek.  All residents are automatically 
members of the association.  There are no dues.   Northside’s Board of 
Directors:  Gus Vargas (president); Chuck Hagenmaier (vice president); Ed 
Berger (treasurer);  Frank Barnard; Leo Bevilacqua; Chris Bogosian; Don 
Gagliardi; Ken Keating; Cathy Novello; Joe Rodriguez; and Bonnie Ross. 
 
 The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box 2317, San Jose, 
CA 95109-2317.  Telephone:  (408) 291-2752.   www.northside-sj.org. 
 
       DONATE TO NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN.  
   ONLINE AT WWW.13THSTNAC.ORG 

The Northside 
Neighborhood Newsletter 

A regular update on the  
13th St. Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI): 
 
The owner of the 1870s bungalow at 55 N. 11th St. where San Jose 
State and Olympic medal-winning track star Tommie Smith once lived 
has submitted a development proposal which threatens the integrity of 
the historic structure. 
 
Tommie Smith became famous for his “Black Power” salute on the 
medal podium at the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico City.  Originally 
denigrated for “politicizing” the Games, the San Jose State athlete is 
now widely-acknowledged as a hero of the national civil rights move-
ment.  A statue of Smith has been erected at the university and a mural 
with his image is painted on the side of a building downtown at 4th & 
Santa Clara Sts.  
 
The owner of the N. 11th St. house where Smith once lived had origi-
nally proposed demolishing the building, but the plan was nixed last 
summer by the city’s Historic Landmarks Commission, which declared 
the house a Structure of Merit.  So instead, the owner now wants to tear 
down the back side of the single-story house and attach a two-story 
addition dwarfing the original structure.  Plus, he wants to build a three-
story apartment building in the backyard.   
 
The proposal was brought before 13th St. NAC in January.  No Afri-
can-Americans were at the meeting and the proposal has not been vet-
ted at all by the city’s African-American community.  The owner has 
reportedly refused requests for further community meetings, including a 
meeting with the local Horace Mann neighborhood residents.    
 
On February 3, the Northside NA board unanimously endorsed a reso-
lution that the 1870s house at 55 N. 11th St. be saved in its original 
configuration.  Downtown councilmember Sam Liccardo has asked that 
the proposal be returned to the Historic Landmarks Commission.   
 
As of this writing, the proposal was nonetheless still slated to go to 
hearing before the Planning Commission on February 25.  The city’s 

Planning Dept. refused a request by 13th St. NAC president and NNA 
boardmember Don Gagliardi to delay the hearing to allow time to reach a 
compromise that would save the integrity of the existing structure and to 
allow the Historic Landmarks Commission to review the revised develop-
ment proposal which, although not demolishing the building, will destroy its 
historic character.  Dept. representatives contend only one community meet-
ing is required and that development proposal need not return for approval 
to the landmarks commission, despite being substantially revised.    
 
“Desecrating this landmark would involve losing forever another important 
part of our civic patrimony and would further ingrain the general perception 
of outsiders that ‘There Is No There There’ in San Jose,” Gagliardi told the 
Planning Dept. in an email on January 21.     
 
           * * * * *   
 
13th St. NAC meets 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 pm at Joyce Ellington Branch 
Library, 491 E. Empire St.  Free dinner served from 6 pm.  For more info., 
contact 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee at  deb-
bie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov or 297-3301.  Please consider an online tax 
deductible donation to 13th St. NAC to support neighborhood programs.  
Log on to www.13thStNAC.org.     

  Update on North 13th Street 

Development Threatens N. 11th St. House  
Where Olympian Tommie Smith Once Lived 

Above:  The 1870s bungalow at 55 N. 11th St. where Olympic medal-
winning sprinter Tommie Smith once lived. 

‘The city’s Planning Dept. refused a 
request to delay a Feb. 25 hearing to 
allow time to reach a compromise  
that would save the integrity of the  
existing structure and to allow the 
Historic Landmarks Commission to 
review the revised proposal which 
would destroy its historic character.’ 
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Yoko needs a 
home!! 
 
Kittens also 
available!! 
 
13thStCats.org 
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In   Br ief . . . . . . . . . .  

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who 
materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, NNA, or one or more of 
its residents in the upkeep or beautification of the eighborhood.  Current NNA 
board members and their families are ineligible.  Send nominations for future Live 
Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi, 291-2752 or dpg2003@aol.com.   

Rollo’s Donuts Owner Receives  
NNA’s Winter 2009 Live Oak Award  

Northside Flea Market in Backesto 
Park Set for Saturday, August 1 
 
NNA’s annual flea market will be held on Saturday, August 1 in Backesto 
Park from 8 am to 4 pm.  Vendors may purchase spaces on the perimeter 
of the park for $35 in advance or $40 on the day of the event.  A $5 dis-
count will be offered on interior pathway spaces within the park.  Registra-
tion for spaces will be held at Backesto Center at N. 14th & Empire Sts. 
the week before the event, dates and times TBA.  Unless already sold out 
in advance, registration will be available the day of the event until all 
spaces are sold.  Register early to assure a space.   
 
For more info., contact Chuck Hagenmaier at 295-5860.   

Terrace Dr. Residents Embroiled With  
City of San Jose Over Toxic Cleanup 
 
Several residents of Terrace Dr., the Northside cul-de-sac behind Empire 
Gardens School, have been embroiled in a battle with the City over the 
cleanup of toxic chemicals  in their backyards from an early 20th century 
City dump that also resulted in the closure of Watson Park in 2005.   
 
The City removed only the top foot of contaminated soil, leaving proper-
ties contaminated and necessitating deed restrictions.  The City refuses to 
admit liability and has made a lowball offer of $20,000 per household for 
a release of liability and shifting of responsibility for any future cleanup to 
the homeowners.  Meanwhile, Terrace Dr. home values have decreased 40 
percent because of the continued contamination.   
 
Terrace Dr. residents brought their concerns to the NNA board on Febru-
ary 2.  They fear they may lose their homes altogether if they cannot get a 
reasonable settlement and the City decides to condemn their properties to 
avoid the crippling costs of a state order to completely remediate them.    

New Northside Neighborhood Assn.  
T-Shirts Honor Local Activism 
 
NNA has a new official t-shirt which self-identifies our neighborhood 
activists while honoring our nation’s new president, Barack Obama, a 
former “community organizer” in Chicago.   
 
The term “community organizer” received a lot of snarky commentary 
during the election (“What’s that?”), but neighborhood activists in down-
town San Jose— those of who organize graffiti clean-ups, tree-plantings, 
library book sales, cat rescues,  park fountain restorations, and all the other 
grassroots stuff that makes for a better neighborhood — know what a com-
munity organizer is.  It’s us!  Celebrate the Northside’s “Yes, We Can” 
spirit with your own, “I’m a Community Organizer!” t-shirt!    
 
T-shirts are green, with white trim, 100 percent cotton, in sizes small, me-
dium, large, extra-large, and double extra-large.  $20.  Quantities limited.  
To order, contact Don Gagliardi at dpg2003@aol.com or 408-291-2752.   

Spring Native Plant Sale, April 4 
 
The Santa Clara Valley chapter of the California Native Plant Society will  
hold a native pant sale on Saturday, April 4 from 10 am to 3 pm at Hidden 
Valley Ranch, 26870 Moody Road in Los Altos Hills.  Bring boxes to 
carry purchases home.  Cash or check only.  Proceeds fund chapter activi-
ties.  For more info., visit www.cnps-scv.org or call 650-941-1068.   

Rollo’s Donuts 
owner Karen  
Keonakhone 

Rollo’s Donuts owner Karen Keonoakhone is the Winter 2009 recipient of 
NNA’s Live Oak Award.  Rollo’s is an important part of the fabric of our 
neighborhood and Karen makes every visit special.  She is there seven 
days each week from before dawn until late afternoon, always with a 
genuine smile and hello for everyone.  What makes Karen an award-
winner is the way she looks after us and makes us feel at home in her 
business.  She sees and talk a bit to everyone during her day and tell you 
how everyone is doing from city council members and neighborhood 
leaders to folks from the nearby churches to our homeless regulars.   
 
For the occasional person short on change, Karen says don’t worry, you 
can pay me next time.  She doesn’t keep a log; she trusts people to do the 
right thing.  She plants and re-plants the large flowerpots outside her door 
because vandals keep stealing her flowers.  When asked about it, Karen 
just smiles, shrugs and says she’ll plant again.   
 
“The coffee flows freely with unlimited refills during your visit, and 
Karen makes the city’s best donuts, too,” says NNA past-president Frank 
Barnard.  “The way Karen runs her business and looks after her customers 
has an honesty and charm that recalls small towns of a by-gone era.”    
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Stray Cat Strut:  13th St. Cat Rescue Group  
Celebrates Four Years of Saving Furry Friends 
  by Malissa Magallanez 
 
Four years ago, NNA boardmember Bonnie 
Ross wrote an article for this Northside news-
letter about her N. 20th St. neighbor, Joanne 
Santner, who for nearly two decades had been 
quietly rescuing stray cats on her block.  (See, 
“Kitten Kaboodle:  Northsider’s Home a Sanc-
tuary for Stray and Feral Cats, Northside, Win-
ter 2005, at pp. 10-11.)   The exposure from 
that article catapulted (pardon the pun) Sant-
ner’s one-woman, one-block effort into an or-
ganized, award-winning program operating 
neighborhood-wide. 
 
From 1986 through 2004, Santner estimates she 
trapped-neutered-and-returned (TNR) 40-50 
cats and paid for their surgeries and care out of 
her own pocket.  TNR is the nationally pre-
ferred method of dealing with the cat overpopu-
lation.  Studies have shown that trap and eutha-
nize does not solve the problem; it causes a 

vacuum into which more cats move in whereas 
TNR stabilizes and ultimately decreases the 
feral cat population over time.          
 
In the ensuing four years, 2005 through 2008, 
the  formalized 13th Street Cat Rescue Group 
(13th St. Cats) which Santner heads up, 
trapped-neutered-and-returned (TNR) almost 
800 cats, and found adoptive homes from more 
than 400 others.   In short,, Santner went from 
rescuing two or three cats per year on average, 
to, with help from an organized neighborhood 
effort, roughly three hundred cats per year – a 
hundred-fold increase!  This is the story of how 
it happened. 
 
In conjunction with Ross’ 2005 article on Sant-
ner in these pages, NNA initiated a grant pro-
gram to assist in the cost of neutering stray or 
feral cats captured through TNR by Santner 
throughout the entire Northside, not just on 
Santner’s block.  By the next issue, Northside 

was reporting that Santner “has responded to 
one person’s plea for assistance for the stabili-
zation of a feral cat colony that he had been 
caring for at the Pavona Apartment complex at 
N. 7th & Taylor Sts.”  Santner engaged the 
services of Akal Animal Clinic on Berryessa 
Rd. and did TNR on six cats there.  “There are 
many more to be saved just at that location, 
not to mention all the other places in the 
neighborhood that have not yet received assis-
tance,” she told Northside.   
 
Soon afterward it was decided that the effort 
should be even broader to encompass not only 
the Northside, but all four neighborhoods 
within the 13th St. Strong Neighborhoods 
Initiative (SNI) area – Northside, Julian St. 
James, Horace Mann, and the Hensley Historic 
Dist.   Also, 13th St. NAC, as a 501c(3) non-
profit corporation, offered tax deductible 
status for donors.  By summer 2005, 13th St. 
Cats was born as an official 13th St. NAC 

‘We are a humble  
volunteer group.  I’m 
proud of the success 
we have achieved in 
these four years, but 
it’s all due to Joanne 
Santner’s direction.  
Whether or not we 
have made a  
dent in the feral cat  
population, the  
numbers of TNR done 
on our own still seem 
amazing.’ 
 
 — Malissa 
   Magallanez 
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‘It is not all about the 
numbers in rescue.  It 
is about the quality of 
a cat’s life and the  
importance of each  
individual cat.  Stevie 
needed more medical 
attention than we had 
the resources to give. 
We organized a  
fundraising campaign 
and brought the  
community together in 
an amazing way.’ 
 
— Malissa Magallanez 

Stevie, the “mascot” of 13th 
St. Cat Rescue Project.   
 
Below:  Stevie with his 
guardian, Barbara. 
 
Opposte page (lower 
photo):  the 13th St. Cat  
Rescue booth at the NNA 
flea market in Backesto 
Park. 

subcommittee with a cadre of volunteers to help 
Santner.   
 
In 2005, the group raised roughly $5,000 in dona-
tions, created a newsletter and brochure, and set 
up a website, www.13thStCats.org.  In July 2006, 
the group set up its own internal yahoo cat discus-
sion group.   
 
In 2005, 13th St. Cats did TNR on 80 cats and 
found homes for another dozen cats of adoptable 
temperament.  For 2006, the numbers were 126 
cats TNR and 56 adopted.   The stats for 2007 
were 226 cats TNR and 149 adopted.  For 2008, 
350 cats TNR and 200 adopted.  We have had a 
significant increase in numbers of rescued cats 
over the years in part because we joined forces 
with a couple, Janice and Dan, who had years of 
experience.  They run a weekly pet fair at 
PetSmart in Campbell, which has helped showcase 
our cats for adoption.   
 
As our mascot, Stevie, illustrates, it is not all 
about the numbers in rescue.  It is about the qual-
ity of a cat’s life and the importance of each indi-
vidual cat.  Stevie was the first cat who needed 
more medical attention than we had the resources 
to provide.  We organized a fundraising campaign 
for his eye surgeries that brought the community 
together in an amazing way.  Stevie’s charm and 
good looks won over many and he has since been 
adopted into a great home where he is idolized. 
 
Another great story was featured in the San Jose 
Mercury News this past January .  Grant was res-
cued as an injured, stray black cat and he had to 
have his front leg amputated.  He now is living in 
his foster home for good; he was adopted by them 
and is living a happily-ever-after story book life. 
 
In April 2006, 13th St. Cats received a Paws Ap-
plause Award from San Jose Vice Mayor Cindy 
Chavez.  A month earlier, the group celebrated its 
one year anniversary with the first of what has 
become an annual Cat Open House.  The 4th 
annual Cat Open House is upcoming on Sun-
day, May 3 from noon to 4 pm at 370 N. 20th 
St.   This is a great opportunity to see some of the 
cats currently available for adoption in the neat cat 
habitat Santner created in and around her garage, 
as well as to enjoy food and the company of your 
neighbors. (Also, upcoming is a Cat Rescue Tea 
on Saturday, March 14 at 2 p.m. to benefit the 
group.  $25. Order tickets online at 
www.13thStCats.org/info/donate.) 
 
Foster guardians form the bedrock of our rescue 
efforts.  We have roughly 26 folks who offer their 
homes and hearts to care for our cats and kittens 
until the are adopted.  Julia Ostrowski has been 
our longest tenured foster and she handles the 
harder-to-adopt guys — our seniors and our shy 
ones.  She also has dogs of her own but is always 
ready to take on what is needed for the cats.  
Karen Greenbank and Debbie Taylor have fos-
tered a number of kittens as well as taken on trap-
ping and bottle feeding — difficult tasks, both of 
them.  Jim Norvell and his wife Barb make bottle 

feeding look easy, though; Jim is a giant of a 
guy who handles these pre-weaned babies with 
kid gloves and has saved many lives with his 
dedication and sleepless nights. 
 
For me, I first learned of Joanne and her efforts 
through the first article in the newsletter, shortly 
after my husband and I moved to our house in 
2004.  Our yard in particular seemed to come 
with a stray calico cat who was very friendly.  
We soon learned she was pregnant and one day 
she had kittens.  We cared for all of them tem-
porarily and I utilized Santner’s help to get 
them all fixed.  After that, I was interested in 
what Joanne was doing and starting helping 
with making the cat rescue newsletter and form-
ing the first website from our own server, with 
my husband’s help.  Then it escalated to staff-
ing pet fair tables, being a point of contact with 
publications we might post information in, 
regularly updating the website with photos and 
news, redesigning the brochure, and flyers and 
literature, joining the 13th St. NAC board, and 
organizing various events.   
 
13th St. Cats are a humble, volunteer group.  
I’m proud of the success we have achieved in 
these four years, but it’s all due to Joanne’s 
direction.  She may not feel like a leader but she 
has the knowledge, persistence and patience to 
go on and we are all willing followers.  
Whether we have made a dent or not in the feral 
cat population, the numbers of TNR done on 
our own still seem amazing.  And every cat we 
place in a loving home, even if our numbers are 
small compared to some larger cat rescue 
groups, is always rewarding. 
 
Malissa Magallanez is a 21st resident, 13th St. 
NAC board member and member of 13th St. 
Cats. 



NORTHSIDE, Winter 2009 Page 8 

  by Don Gagliardi 
 
It has been 10 years since NNA launched its Live 
Oak Award, during which time there have been a 
full 40 recipients reflecting the broad scope of 
neighborhood volunteerism in the Northside.  
(See page 9 for a complete list of recipients).   
 
The Live Oak Award (i.e., a certificate and the 
recognition of one’s neighbors but no prize 
money) is presented quarterly to an individual or 
group who materially improves or assists the 
Northside neighborhood, the neighborhood asso-
ciation, or one or more of its residents in the 
upkeep or beautification of the neighborhood.   
 
Despite the fact that sitting NNA board members 
and their families are ineligible, there has been 
no shortage of candidates for the award.  Indeed, 
there have been so many recipients that it has 
become difficult for the NNA board to keep track 
of who has already won it.  So we decided to 
compile a list, and board member Bonnie Ross 
suggested we publish a retrospective feature 
article in the newsletter to share our findings 
with the neighborhood.  I agreed and, somehow, 
I was selected to write it.  I have to confess it is 
merely (but happy) coincidence that this article 
dovetails with the tenth anniversary of the award.     
 
Ten years ago, I proposed to resuscitate, in some-
what modified form, an old tradition.  As the new 
president of San Jose’s oldest neighborhood 
association, I was given custody of the archives – 

a series of musty boxes passed from president 
to president dating back at the time more than 
three decades.  In perusing them, I learned that 
NNA had at one time many years earlier be-
stowed a “Living Oak Award” to Northside 
homeowners for improvements to their homes 
which added to their curb appeal.  I thought this 
was a great idea for rewarding and encouraging 
actions which benefitted the neighborhood but I 
didn’t believe it should necessarily be limited 

simply to honoring work on one’s own home.  I 
felt that NNA should recognize  selfless work 
for others in the neighborhood.   
 
And I had the perfect candidate in mind for the 
first Live Oak Award.  Since early 1999, N. 17th 
St. resident Michael Solt had been mowing for 
free the front and side lawn of my elderly, low-
income neighbor Ann Molica, who’s now in her 
90s.  (See, “Ann Molica: A Half Century on the 
Northside,” Northside, Summer 2000, at pp. 8-
9).   He received the Spring 2000 award.  Even 
after moving out of the ‘hood he paid to have 
her lawn mowed.   
 
Other residents, too, have received Live Oak 
Awards for repeated, regular acts of service to 
the neighborhood.  The Winter 2005 award went 
to N. 15th St. resident George Acosta, a sixth-
generation Northsider, who every week sweeps 
a large part of his street before trash pickup.  
Similarly, the “Terrace Drive Clean-Up Crew” – 
Mike Bernal, Tony Brager, Mark Holmes and 
Tom McCasland – received the Fall 2000 
award for sweeping their cul-de-sac of excess 
debris after weekly garbage/recycling days.  N. 
11th St. resident Bob Ellington won the Winter 
2006 award for his work heading up the commit-
tee which stages the annual NNA flea market in 
Backesto Park; and Robyne Horn of N. 20th St. 
won the award in Fall 2001 for her dedicated 
work on the flea market committee.  Longtime 
Empire/Ellington librarian Nora Conte, now 
chief librarian for San Benito County, received 
the Spring 2008 award, upon the opening of the 
new library, in honor of her many years of ser-
vice to the neighborhood at the old library.     
 
Awards have been given for securing signage at 
key intersections.  Empire St. residents Ron & 
Jenneke DeVries won the Fall 2003 award for 
prodding the city’s transportation dept. to install 
four-way stop signs at the intersections of N. 
15th  and Empire & Jackson Sts. adjacent to 
Backesto Park.  Washington St. residents Lisa 
& Brendan Pierce, the Fall 2007 award win-
ners, were similarly instrumental in gaining 
improved street signage at Washington St. and 
the 10th & 11th St. one-way couplets.  And 
Jackson St. resident Jo Schweizer, who won the 
award in Summer 2007, was among several 
residents who advocated in favor of the traffic 
circles at N. 18th and Jackson & Empire Sts. 
  
Numerous residents have been honored for vol-
unteering in Backesto Park.  N. 14th St. resident 
Joe Golda, the founder of Friends of Backesto 
Park, won the award in Spring 2004.  Golda 
inspired a whole generation of Northside activ-
ists with his enthusiasm for bettering his com-
munity, including his successor as chair of 
FOBP, N. 14th St. resident Nat Robinson, who 
won the award in Winter 2004.  Robinson is also 
treasurer for 13th St. NAC.  Brendan Pierce 
created the CAD drawings for the ongoing 
Backesto Fountain restoration project.  Fall 2006 
award winner Katrina Loera, a teacher and 
artist who lives on N. 12th St., created the beau-
tiful mural on the Backesto handball courts.  

Keeping Up:  NNA  
Celebrates Ten Years  of 
               Live Oak 
                Award 

Joe Golda —  
Live Oak Award 
winner  
Spring 2004. 

Nat Robinson —  
Live Oak Award  
winner Winter 2004.   

‘The wide range of 
award winners over a 
decade illustrates what 
a remarkable group of 
neighbors we have.   
Activism on the  
Northside is not simply 
the preserve of a small 
cadre of people.’ 
 
  — Don Gagliardi 
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Quarterly Live Oak 
Awardees, 2000-2009 
 
Spring 2000   Michael Solt 
Summer 2000  Art & Jennifer Olsen 
Fall 2000  Terrace Dr. Cleanup Crew 
 
Winter 2001 Tammy Wheeler 
Spring 2001  Anna Cisneros 
Summer 2001 Vicky Ortiz 
Fall 2001   Robyne Horn 
 
Winter 2002 Gabrielle Wilder 
Spring 2002 Al Correa 
Summer 2002 Tess Scharaga 
Fall 2002  Carm Grande 
 
Winter 2003 Kristine Gregory 
Spring 2003 Carrie Doolittle 
Summer 2003 Frank Barnard 
Fall 2003  Ron & Jenneke DeVries 
 
Winter 2004 Nat Robinson 
Spring 2004  Joe Golda 
Summer 2004 Mary Collins 
Fall 2004  Marco Ramirez 
 
Winter 2005 George Acosta 
Spring 2005 Jose Posadas 
Summer 2005 Joanne Santner 
Fall 2005  Victor Tapia  
 
Winter 2006 Bob Ellington 
Spring 2006 Sonya Lu 
Summer 2006 Gloria Flores-Cerul 
Fall 2006  Katrina Loera 
 
Winter 2007 Linda Goncalves 
Spring 2007 Julia Ostrowski 
Summer 2007 Jo Schweizer 
Fall 2007  Lisa & Brendan Pierce 
 
Winter 2008 Howard Partridge 
Spring 2008 Nora Conte 
Summer 2008 Riverview Systems 
Fall 2008  Ann Sherman 
 
Winter 2009 Karen Keonakhone 

Monferino Drive resident Mary Collins, 
who chaired the Northside Bocce Club, 
which made their home at the Backesto 
Park courts, won the award in Summer 
2004.   Carm Grande, a non-Northsider, 
won the award in Fall 2002, for leading 
the renovation of the bocce courts.     
 
Other recipients have won for their inte-
gral support of the annual National Night 
Out in Backesto Park.  Riverview Sys-
tems, which provides free equipment and 
volunteers each year to stage the outdoor 
movie, won the award in Summer 2008.  
Victor Tapia, a disk jockey who lives on 
N. 17th St., won the award in Fall 2005 
for volunteering his talents to provide 
music not only for the National Night Out 
celebration but also NNA’s annual barbe-
cues and its 40th anniversary celebration.   
 
A couple residents have been honored for 
supporting the Luna Park Business Assn. 
along N. 13th St.  Ann Sherman, who 
runs a custom window coverings business, 
was the Fall 2008 recipient for organizing 
the first annual Luna Park Chalk Festival 
in Backesto Park last summer.   N. 15th 
St. resident Linda Goncalves won in 
Winter 2007 for her work with LPBA.   
 
Others have been honored for work on 
behalf of the Northside Parkstrip Garden 
Project, which Golda founded.  Kristine 
Gregory of N. 21st St. and Al Correa of 
N. 16th St., who were active early on with 
the project, won the award in Winter 2003 
and Spring 2002, respectively.  N. 14 th 
St. resident Marco Ramirez received the 
award in Fall 2004 for loaning his Bobcat 
and one of his employees to assist with 
concrete removal to the parkstrip project, 
reducing the time and effort involved 
exponentially.  Sonya Lu, who currently 
chairs the project and has volunteered on a 
whole gamut of neighborhood efforts, 
won the award in Spring 2006.  Vicky 
Ortiz of N. 19th St. won the award in 
Summer 2001 for years of tree-planting 
work pre-dating the parkstrip project.   
 
Gabrielle Wilder of N. 18 th St., who 
designed NNA’s award-winning volunteer 
garden on a previously blighted strip of 
land at the corner of 18th & Empire Sts., 
then coordinated its installation and for 
several years supervised its maintenance, 
was the winner of the 2002 Live Oak 
Award.   Art & Jennifer Olsen, who 
lived next door to the garden, won the 
award in Summer 2000 for having do-
nated water to the garden in its formative 
first couple of years.  (The Olsens later 
moved out the neighborhood, replaced by 
Chris and Sarah Bogosian; Chris was 
president of NNA in 2008.)  
 
The Northside Home Tour Committee has 
had several recipients.  Empire St. resident 

Gloria Flores-Cerul, who chairs the 
group, won the award in Summer 2006.  
Howard Partridge of N. 15th St. received 
the Winter 2008 award for his integral role 
in the committee by searching out good 
candidates for the tour, giving insights on 
the architectural styles of tour homes for 
the guidebook and by acting as a manager 
of volunteer docents for the homes on tour.  
N. 15th St. resident Frank Barnard, who 
won in Summer 2003, is also a home tour 
committeeman, as well as a Friend of Back-
esto Park, a parkstrip projecteer and a 13th 
St. NAC boardmember. 
 
13th St. Cat Rescue Group (profiled this 
issue at pp. 6-7), too, has had its share of 
Live Oak awardees.  Founder and chairper-
son Joanne Santner, who lives on N. 20th 
St. received the Summer 2005 award. Julia 
Ostrowski received the award in Spring 
2007 for her part in the cat group as well as 
for service to Friends of Joyce Ellington 
Library and as the neighborhood liason to 
the San Jose Medical Center Stakeholders 
Group. Terrace Dr. resident Carrie Doolit-
tle, a nurse, also won the award, in Spring 
2003, for her efforts to preserve medical 
care for downtown residents.   
 
N. 17th St. resident Tammy Wheeler, the 
mother of two boys, won the award in Win-
ter 2001 for being the driving force behind 
a new playground at Empire Gardens 
School.  Nearby, Calumet Ct. resident Tess 
Scharaga designed a tile mural depicting 
bunnies, butterflies and possums on a re-
taining wall in Watson Park.  She won the 
award in Summer 2002.  Terrace Dr. resi-
dent Ana Cisneros won the Spring 2001 
award for her door-to-door campaigning to 
assure Northside representation on the 
elected citywide Project Area Committee 
for the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative.   
And, last but not least, Jose Posadas, who 
grew up in the neighborhood, won the 
award in Spring 2005 for having 
“volunteered on innumerable projects.”   
 
As you can see, the wide range of award 
winners over a decade (there have been no 
repeat recipients) illustrates what a remark-
able group of neighbors we have.  
Neighborhood activism on the Northside is 
not simply the preserve of a small cadre of 
people, the proverbial “usual sus-
pects” (although it sometimes seems that 
way to beleaguered NNA board members.)   
Instead, the work of the NNA board has 
been leveraged by the discrete contribu-
tions and singular talents of a whole host of 
residents spanning the spectrum of our 
‘hood’s wonderfully diverse demographic.   
Definitely cause for celebration.     
 
Don Gagliardi is a past president of NNA 
and longtime board member. 
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Key Phone #s 
 
Zoe Lofgren,  
Congressperson      271-8700 
 
Blanca Alvarado,  
Supervisor       299-2323 
 

CITY OF SAN JOSE  
CALL CENTER   535-3500 
 
Councilmember Sam Liccardo  535-4903 
        
Code Enforcement   277-4528 
Ellington Library      808-3043 
Graffiti Hotline    277-2758 
Neighborhood Watch      277-4133 
 
Police         277-8900 

  EMERGENCY 911  
  Non-Emergency 311 
 
Vehicle Abatement         277-5305 
Watson Center          277-4927 
 
Northside Neighborhood Assn. 
Gus Vargas, President         ///-//// 
Northside Parents Group 
Rick Schertle    279-0307 
Northside Parkstrip Project 
Sonya Lu     971-1219 
Northside Home Tour 
Gloria Cerul     295-5380 
 
13th St. SNI NAC 
Don Gagliardi, President        291-2752 
Cat Rescue Project      566-3637 
     www.13thstcats.org 
Friends of Backesto Park 
Nat Robinson    807-5010 
Friends of Ellington Library 
Don Gagliardi    291-2752 
N. 13th St. Business Assn.   
Lou Chiaramonte, President 394-6328 
Coughran Sports Scholarship Fund 
contact Debbie Bybee   297-3301 

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page 
Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn. 

What’s Doing at Ellington Library? 
Weekly Events 
 
• Homework Center, Mon.—Thurs. at 2:30—4:30 pm.  Sign-up required. 
• Chess Class, Tues., at 6 pm.  All ages.  Last Tues., tournament with prizes. 
• Spanish/English Bilingual Story Time, Wed., at 5:30 pm & Fri. at 10:30 am. 
• Story Time with Stay & Play, Saturday. at 10:30 am. 
• Wii Tournament, Wed. at 6:30 pm.  For children & teens.   
• Income Tax Assistance, Sat from 10 am to noon.  FREE. 
 
Monthly Events 
 
• Friends of Joyce Ellington Library, meets first Tues., at 6:30 pm. 
• 13th St. NAC, meets third Thurs., at 6:30 pm in Community Room.  FREE dinner begin-

ning at 6 pm. 
• Spanish/English Bilingual Story Time, last Tues. at 6:30 pm. 
• Reading to Therapy Dogs, every other Wed., at 5:30 pm.  Bring your favorite story to 

read to Arizona.  He practices listening and you can read aloud. 
• teensReach, meets third Thurs., at 4 pm.  For teens 13-18. 
• Filipino Folk Dance Class, Sat. at 11:30 am and again at 12:30 pm.  For children  zero to 

five years old.   
 
Special Events 
 
• “Shots in the ‘Hood:  Photos of the Northside,” Exhibit of photos by Liv Ames .  Coffee-

and-dessert opening reception, Wed., March 18 at 6 pm, Community Room.  Exhibit 
continues through April 1.  (See cover story for more details.)   

• Closed March 31 (Cesar Chavez Birthday) & May 25 (Memorial Day) 
 
Joyce Ellington Branch Library is located at 491 E. Empire St.  Head Librarian, 
Keye Luke.  Telephone:  408-998-8054 

Friends of El-
lington Library 
chair Marilee 
Mifflin (right) 
measures books 
being sold by the 
inch at the 
Friends’  
Booksale on 
January 31 at 
the library.  The 
sale raised over 
$300 to support 
programs at the 
library.  Photo 
by Liv Ames. 
 
 

    Marilee Mifflin 
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County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort   

Northside Neighborhood Association 
San Jose, California  
www.northside-sj.org 
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