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A Welcome from 
the Home Tour Chair  
  Dear Guest: 
 
I have been going to neighborhood house tours for years and I have always thought how 
great it would be to have a house tour in my own neighborhood, where I often see inter-
esting houses and wonder what they look like on the inside.  I finally met other 
neighbors who share my curiosity and, hence, I welcome you to the Northside’s First 
Annual Home Tour! 
 
I grew up in the Northside in a Spanish-style home complete with arches, bougainvillea, 
water fountain and black wrought-iron gate.  My parents still live in this home.  I reluc-
tantly moved out once I was married.  Luckily, I only had to go one block away into a 
Queen Anne Victorian which my husband, Alex, and I restored.  Of my five sisters, four 
stayed in the Northside.  The fifth only recently moved away to another neighborhood 
far, far away (about a 15 minute drive).  The rest of us, my parents, four sisters, four 
brothers-in-law, and eight nephews and nieces, still enjoy walking to each others’ 
houses, all within a one-mile radius.  
I have always loved living in the Northside, so I was very excited when my husband 
also grew to love it.  We have enjoyed restoring our Victorian, living a block away from 
Backesto Park where we take our border collie for walks, living walking distance from 
our family and, best of all, working minutes away from our home.  Alex has been riding 
his bicycle to his job at the Hall of Justice for the last 10 years.  My commute is a five-
minute drive to my office on First St.  In addition to all this, we have great neighbors, 
more and more of whom are becoming enthusiastic about restoring or improving their 
own homes.   
 
For these reasons, and many others, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to our 
neighborhood and into our homes.  We hope you enjoy attending the house tour as 
much as we enjoyed preparing for your special visit.    
    Best Regards,  
 
    Gloria Flores-Cerul     Chair, Northside Home Tour 

 





Welcome to San Jose’s Northside Neighborhood:   
Where the Homes are Small but Charming  
and the Residents Modest yet Neighborly 

   by Don Gagliardi  
 
Unlike many of my neighbors, such as octogenarian 
Mae Ferraro, who have lived here all their lives, I 
came to the Northside by happenstance.  It was 
1994, and a new job called me to San Jose.  I knew 
I wanted to purchase an older house with character, 
and the thousand-square-foot, two-bedroom-one-
bath cottage where I still live a dozen years later 
was the best of the limited supply of homes in my 

price range.   
 
It was only later that I learned my cute house, 
with its fine bones, like so many others in the 
area, was of the “Craftsman”-style and that it was 
a “bungalow.”  It was only later that I even 
learned what those terms meant.  I also waited to 
learn something of the history of my new 
neighborhood.  But I fell in love with the North-
side right away – and, like my neighbor Mae, I 

‘Northside is a place 
where the bells of  
Holy Cross Church  
still set the rhythm of 
life, and where I know 
I can find my elderly  
widowed next-door- 
neighbor at the donut 
shop after mass at the 
same hour every 
morning.’  
 
  — Don Gagliardi 

The author’s 
N. 17th St. 
home, a 1000 
square-foot 
two-bedroom 
cottage.     
With its fine 
bones, like so 
many others 
in the area,  
it is of the 
Craftsman-
style.  

“Northside San Jose is the old town.  It is nostalgic with turn-of-the-century charm, stained glass leaded 
windows in Victorian homes, flowered front yards, 50-year-old shade trees, and the stable fierce pride of 
established foreign-born families.  Its blocks are anchored by Italian, Chinese, Japanese and Filipino 
ancestry, with a later influx of Mexican, Latin and Negro residents.  It is like a little United States.   
 
“The Northside is San Jose’s most conveniently located district.  Ringed by expressway and freeway, adja-
cent to Civic Center and downtown, resistant to the sterile, middle class monotony of suburbia tracts, and 
rampant with ‘we’ll do it ourselves’ independence, the Northside is re-establishing its earlier prestige.  
One desiring the challenge of refurbishing the baroque gingerbread home massed with roses, pines and 
palms needn’t hustle off to Los Gatos.  It’s all here in the Northside — and more reasonable, too.” 
 
              — San Jose News, May 3, 1966 
“I wouldn’t live anywhere else.”  
 
      — resident Mae Ferraro, as told to San Jose Mercury News, July 18, 2002 



 

wouldn’t live anywhere else.    
 
For an upstart metropolis like San Jose, the self-
annointed capital of Silicon Valley, Northside is 
among its older, less celebrated neighborhoods – a 
place where the bells of the Catholic church (Holy 
Cross) still set the rhythm of life, and a place 
where I know I can find my elderly widowed next-
door-neighbor at the donut shop after mass at the 
same hour every morning.  It is and always has 
been an un-pretentious working-class enclave.  
The homes tend to be small but charming, and the 
people modest yet neighborly.   
 
Many Northside homes are more than a century 
old.  Most are the better part of the way to achiev-
ing that mark; nearly two-thirds of all Northside 
houses were built before 1950.  There is a great 
diversity of older homes, from Victorians, Crafts-
mans, four-squares, neo-Mediterreaneans, and 
neo-Tudors, to vernacular homes without any 
distinctive style.  There is even a log cabin on the 
next block from my house.   
 
Some Northside homes are formal city landmarks.  
There is the John C. Morrill House (the former 
Briar Rose Inn bed-and-breakfast) on Jackson St. 
and the McKee-Lundy House across from mine on 
N. 17th St., both stately Victorians.  Then there is 
the Eugene T. Sawyer House on N. 16th St., “a 
relatively modest, single-story vernacular cottage . 
. . perhaps built as early as the late 1870s,” accord-
ing to Naglee Park historian April Halberstadt.  
Sawyer, its owner, was an acclaimed dimestore-
novelist in the 19th century.   
 
Other Northside homes are undoubtedly eligible 
for landmark status.  Mark and Jeanne Lazzarini’s 
lovingly-restored Victorian on Washington St. 
was featured on the HGTV show, “”If Walls 
Could Talk,” back in 2001.   
 
No single landmark home or partial aggregation of 
homes gives historic flavor to the neighborhood.  
Instead, the Northside is the sum of all its parts, a 
neighborhood deriving character from the totality 
of its older housing stock.   Accordingly, last year, 
the local San Jose Strong Neighborhoods Initiative 
group (which I head), the 13th St. Neighborhood 
Advisory Committee (13th St. NAC), in partner-
ship with the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion and Preservation Action Council of San Jose, 
began the process of doing neighborhood historic 
survey work for purpose of applying to become an 
official city conservation district so as to protect 
the character of the neighborhood.  Lifelong 
Northsider Franklin Maggi, who has extensive 
experience in historical surveys, is leading the 
survey effort.      
 
Northside has always been a truly diverse 
neighborhood, not only in its older housing stock, 
but more extraordinarily in its people.    
 
“Northside is as well integrated as a Coca Cola 
commercial and nearly as harmonious,” crowed a 
1979 San Jose Magazine article.  “It is the most 
cosmopolitan neighborhood in San Jose,” the San 

 

 

Above:  the Lazzarini 
home on Washington 
St., featured on HGTV. 
 
Left:  the McKee-
Lundy home on N. 17th 
St., a city landmark 
built in 1880.   

Left:  the  
former Briar Rose 
Inn, on Jackson 
St.  Once a bed-
and-breakfast, it 
was recently  
designated a city 
landmark.   
 
Below:  one of  
the ubiquitous  
Craftsman  
bungalows that 
dot the Northside 
neighborhood. 

‘Many  
Northside 
homes are  
more than a 
century old.  
Most are the 
better part of 
the way to 
achieving that 
mark; nearly 
two-thirds of  
all Northside 
homes were 
built before 
1950.’ 

 





Jose Mercury reported in 1966.  The area, once 
predominately Italian-American, with a smattering 
of many other nationalities, is today almost two-
thirds Mexican-American, with another fifth 
Asian-American.   
 
Northside’s Grant Elementary School, which (in 
several different buildings) dates back to 1877, 
was amicably integrated long before the Supreme 
Court’s landmark decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education in 1954.   Grant School’s principal in 
the 1930s wrote:  “Just as America is the melting 
pot of the world, so is Grant School truly repre-
sentative of San Jose’s elementary schools as the 
crucible in which the youth of many nationalities 
are molded to splendid young citizens . . .”   
 
Grant boasted students of 15 nationalities at the 
time, mostly Italian-, but also Japanese-, Portu-
guese-, Chinese-, Mexican-, and African-
Americans.  Pearl Shew Lee, a Chinese-American 
girl born in 1913, later recalled “how kind her 
kindergarten teacher was when she first felt shy 
and uncomfortable among the white children.”  
And when Young Soong Quoung  attended a PTA 
tea “in her Chinese clothes and even though she 
could not speak a word of English [she] was 
treated to tea and warm hospitality,” according to 
historian Connie Young Yu.  Corroborating Yu’s 
account, Mattie Barry, a black woman who at-
tended Grant School in the 1800s and lived to be 
94, recalled:  “I came to San Jose in 1889 when I 
was six years old . . . I went to grade school here, 
and at that time there were all nationalities of chil-
dren.  We had Italians, Chinese, some Negroes, 
Mexicans – and we had no racial problems.”   
 
Indeed, in the early 20th century, Northside was 
San Jose’s answer to Harlem, the historical locus 
of its small but vibrant African-American commu-
nity.  “Basically, that where most of us lived,” 
recalled African-American realtor Mary Ann 
Smith.  “There were a few other places,but most 
of us were over on the Northside.”  While Smith 
could show blacks a home on the Northside or the 
mostly-Mexican and Portuguese eastside, she 
could not show in white enclaves like Willow 
Glen or Naglee Park.  Nonetheless, because of the 
welcome black residents received in the North-
side, San Jose was known during the Jim Crow era 
as perhaps “the finest town [for blacks] . . . out 
west.”   
 
Northside is home to San Jose’s oldest active 
neighborhood association, the aptly-named North-
side Neighborhood Association (NNA), formed in 
1965.  At the time, residents were concerned that 
“urban renewal” programs in vogue would result 
in the government-sponsored razing of our older 
neighborhood unless residents fought against the 
development of blight.  Among the founding 
members of NNA were Norm Mineta, later mayor 
of San Jose and a bipartisan cabinet member to 
two U.S. presidents (Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush), for whom San Jose’s airport is named; and 
Joyce Ellington, a cub scout den mother and city 
library commissioner, for whom Northside’s local 
library is named.   (Proceeds from the Northside 

Right:  Northsiders apply 
paint to an elaborate 
Asian-influenced  
Craftsman bungalow on 
Julian St. in April 2004 
as part of a Strong 
Neighborhoods Initiative 
(SNI) “paintathon” to 
assist low-income 
neighbors with upkeep of 
their homes.   
 
Below:  the Grant School 
first-grade class of 1892.   

‘Northside has 
always been a 
truly diverse 
neighborhood.  
“Northside is 
as well-
integrated as a 
Coca-Cola 
commercial 
and nearly as 
harmonious.”’ 
 
— San Jose   
  Magazine 



 

Home Tour 2006 will go toward endowing 
books and materials on home restoration and 
improvement for the Ellington Library, which is 
being enlarged and is scheduled to re-open in 
2007.  See page 28 for details).     
 
NNA, whose motto is “Clean Up, Keep Up,” 
has done a lot over the years to beautify the 
neighborhood, including planting hundreds of 
trees, creating an award-winning volunteer 
native garden out of a barren strip of city land 
along N. 18th  St. which is now a staple on 
Santa Clara County’s annual “Going Native 
Garden Tour,” and my favorite – the  also 
award-winning antique-style cobblestone gate-
ways in Backesto Park.  Conceived by the irre-
pressible Joe Golda and built by residents over 
a two-year period in the 21st century, the gate-
ways only look like they’ve been there forever.     
 
In 2006, residents are at work on the restoration 
of the historic Backesto Fountain, circa 1922, 
which contains the oldest extant example of  
Solon & Schemmel California art tiles any-
where.  Solon & Schemmel were acclaimed San 
Jose tile makers in the early 20th century.  Their 
work appears all over the west, including San 
Jose State, Berkeley, Hawaii, even Hearst Cas-
tle in San Simeon.  None has the pedigree of 
Northside’s park fountain.   
 
Northsiders have also taken neighborhood ac-
tivism to a higher level.  San Jose vice mayor 
Cindy Chavez credits NNA with helping launch 
in 1999 the city’s Strong Neighborhoods Initia-
tive (SNI), an unprecedented city-wide effort to 
bring tens of millions of dollars in concentrated 
city resources, including redevelopment fund-
ing, to bear on under-served neighborhoods 
across San Jose.   
 
There’s a certain irony in that NNA, a forerun-
ner in responding to the threat of urban renewal, 
has also led the effort to bring redevelopment 
into the neighborhoods.   Yet, the SNI effort has 
been so successful thus far that it’s beginning to 
draw national attention.  Last year, our local 
coffee shop, 13th St.’s Café Aragon (itself a 
creature of the SNI effort), played host to Iowa 
governor Tom Vilsack’s fact-finding mission.     
 
In 2004, NNA was bestowed the BRICC Award 
from Community Foundation Silicon Valley, 
and its accompanying $1,000 prize, in recogni-
tion of NNA’s four decades as a top neighbor-
hood association.   
 
Northsiders take well-earned pride in their 
neighborhood.  We hope you enjoy your tour of 
a sampling of our beautiful vintage homes.   
   
 
 
Don Gagliardi is past president of the North-
side Neighborhood Assn. (1999-2002 and 2005) 
and current president of 13th St. NAC (2002 – 
present).  He lives in a 1923 Craftsman bunga-
low which he is in the process of restoring.  

 

Northsiders at work 
on building an  
antique-style  
cobblestone gateway 
to Backesto Park.   
 
Above: a completed 
gateway.   

‘Northside is home 
to San Jose’s  
oldest active 
neighborhood  
Association. . . . 
NNA, whose motto 
is “Clean-Up, 
Keep-Up,” has 
done a lot over the 
years to beautify 
the neighborhood, 
including . . .  
building award-
winning antique-
style cobblestone 
gateways in  
Backesto Park.’   

Left:  the late Margaret Ciraulo 
(circa 1927) with the historic  
Backesto Fountain, built in 1922.   
Northsiders are at work restoring 
the fountain.      





House #1:  

Green Theme 

The former 
850 sq. ft. 
circa 1917 
home at 
498 N. 
15th St. 
(below), in  
disrepair, 
was  
replaced 
by the 
present 
home 
(left), built 
with a  
marriage 
of  
Craftsman 
and 
“green” 
design 
principles.  

    by Kathy Hesse 
 
My husband Steve and I discovered the North-
side neighborhood in 1998 when we donated a 
living Christmas tree to Our City Forest in Wat-
son Park.  While driving around we noticed a 
small house for sale facing Backesto Park and 
knew we wanted to live here.   
 
The house was 850 square feet, was built back in 
1917, and oddly enough had one bedroom, one 
bath, and two kitchens.  It need a lot of repair, 
and we thought a remodel would give us an extra 
bedroom back, and we could add a bathroom.   
 
Unfortunately, we found out that a load-bearing 
wal had been removed in 1973.  Given that the 
foundation was also badly damaged, and if we 
added on, the current codes wouldn’t allow us to 
match the exterior siding, we decided it best to 
simply start over completely.   
 

For us, one of the great things about our 
neighborhood is the character of the homes.  
We didn’t want to lose the charm of the old 
house with our new one.  Another considera-
tion in the process was to build in an environ-
mentally-friendly way.   
 
We se t out to find out about “green” buildings 
by going on green- and solar-home tours, talk-
ing to the people at Recycle Works in San 
Mateo, and by looking up products through the 
U.S. Green Building Council.  
(www.usgbc.org). 
 
Our new house has Forest Stewardship Council 
certified wood in the framing, the floors, 
kitchen, cabinets, front and back doors.  We 
also have reclaimed flooring in the living and 
dining rooms which used to be siding on a barn 
in Australia.  Reclaimed wood from our old 
garage was used to cover the beam in the living 
room and to build the window seat.   

‘We didn’t want to lose 
the charm of our old 
house with our new 
one.  Another  
consideration in the 
process was to build 
in an environmentally-
friendly way.’ 
 
  — Kathy Hesse 



 

Above left:  
Homeowners 
Steve Geraci & 
Kathy Hesse. 
 
Above:  
Demolition of 
the old home 
began two years 
ago, in  
September 2004.   
 
Left:  By  
January 2005, 
the frame of the 
new home had 
begun to take 
shape. 
 
Below left:  The 
new home, in 
progress, sits 
comfortably 
amidst the  
period  
Craftsmen  
bungalows 
along N. 15th St. 
 
Bottom:   
Recycled doors 
await  
installation as 
part of the  
owners’ desire 
to marry vintage 
character with 
principles of 
“green”  
building.       

 
Denim insulation was used in every wall for both 
temperature and noise control.  The bathroom tile is 
50 percent recycled.  The laundry-room tile is 100 
percent recycled, and the laundry-room sink basin 
is the microwave cart form the previous house.   
 
We have Energy Star appliances – a 92 percent 
efficient furnace, dishwasher, on demand water-
heater, and ceiling and bathroom fans.       
 
Our kitchen cabinet knobs are made from recycled 
glass, and our kitchen countertop is made from 
paper and resin.  We have compact fluorescent 
lighting throughout the house.   
 
Our porch swing was reclaimed from a store in 
Menlo Park that was going to throw it away since 
the paint was chipping.  Our garage window was 
also reclaimed.   
 
We used low VOC paint throughout the house, and 
our siding on the outside is fiber cement instead of 
wood.   
 
In designing the home, we spent a long time look-
ing very closely at how we used the space in the old 
house and how we could improve it in the new one.  
Our favorite features in the home are the ceiling in 
the living room, the quiet the insulation provides, 
the level floors, the electrical outlets in the bath-
room!, the fact that the kitchen cabinet makers said 
they didn’t get headaches producing our cabinets 
like they do with conventionally-built cabinets, and 
the front porch so that we can sit and visit with 
neighbors.     
 
Kathy Hesse is a former Northside Neighborhood 
Assn. board member who [job].  Her husband, 
Steve Geraci, is _____________________.      





House #2:
   by Frank Barnard 
 
Antonio and Mary Bettencourt built my 
house in 1918 and lived in it until Antonio’s 
death.  Mary and her children, John and Al-
dine Ferraro (nee Bettencourt) sold the house 
in 1973 to Vincent and Flora Zunino.  In 
1995 I became only its third owner.   
 
My home is in what was known as the 
“Walsh Residence Tract” in the Cooke and 
Branham Addition.  The lots were sold for 
“$10 in gold coin” when the area was subdi-
vided in 1912 by John T. Walsh.   
 
Friends, neighbors and frequent patrons of 
Backesto Park know the house from the bois-
terous greetings from my dogs, Bibi and 
Gabriella (Gabby).   
 
The Bettencourts bought two lots that I know 
of, the one my house is built on and the one 
immediately behind it on N. 16th St.  The 
Bettencourts first built a house on the N. 16th 
St. lot and lived there for a few years before 
building my home on N. 15th St. in front of 
undeveloped land that in the 1920s would 
become Backesto Park, in honor of one of the 
city’s pillars from the 1800s, Dr. John Back-
esto.   
 
The Bettencourts’ 16th St. house is a well-
built Craftsman.  For my park-facing house, 
they appear to have tried to do something 
special, and probably quite modern for the 

time.  It is designed in what can be called Medi-
terranean or Mission Revival style with stucco 
walls and arches featured prominently in the 
roof gable, porch, windows, dividing wall be-
tween the living and dining rooms, and in the 
built-in buffet.   
 
Several years after I moved into the house I met 
John Bettencourt, the son of the original own-
ers, Antonio and Mary.  John, who then ap-
peared to be in his 70s or 80s, explained how 
his father had built the house and he had grown 
up in it.  Bettencourt said that his parents had 
been very proud of the house and had splurged 
on Philippine mahogany doors, cabinetry, man-
tle, window casings and crown moldings/
picture rails.  He was surprised and happy to 
find that after all the  years, it was essentially 
unchanged and all of the fancy woodwork was 
still in pristine condition.  He even commented 
at the time that the wool carpet was the same, 
finding evidence of an ancient stain.   
 
From a newspaper clipping tucked into the top 
of some cabinetry, I determined that the Betten-
courts remodeled the kitchen and bath in more 
of an Art Deco style in 1938.  Because the 
house was well built, the layout is simple, func-
tional, and the appointments were well cared-
for and nicely scaled, there don’t appear to have 
been any other significant changes.   
 
However, by 2005, the house was ready for just 
its second major renovation.  The kitchen and 
bath cabinets and drawers no longer opened and 

closed easily and were showing 67 years of 
wear.  Water pressure from the galvanized 
steel plumbing was fading.  Many of the 
windows had been painted shut and some 
of the counterweight cords were broken.  
And there were the modern inconveniences 
of having only one bathroom, no dish-
washer and no garbage disposal.   
 
I hired R.W. Gabler Design/Build, who 
specializes in renovation and restoration of 
old homes.  His company’s work is out-
standing.  All of the changes were made to 
appear very much in keeping with the age 
of the house and the good, original Betten-
court sensibilities.  The kitchen and bath 
cabinets and tile work are all custom built 
to mimic styles and materials from the 
early 1900s through the 1930s.  Gabler 
reused materials such as wood framing, 
light fixtures, and restored the original 
wood windows.   
 
All Paints & Finshes repainted the interior 
of the house and re-plated several heating 
grates.  They reproduced the high-gloss 
painted finishes of the original cabinets 
and casings.   
 
Major elements of the renovation included:  
a second bathroom (converted from space 
that had been a laundry room and pantry); 
moving the laundry room to the basement; 
new cabinets in the kitchen and baths; all 
new copper plumbing; wiring upgrades; 

‘The original 
owners splurged 
on Philippine 
mahogany 
doors,  
cabinetry, the 
mantle, window 
casings and 
crown moldings 
and picture 
rails.’ 
 
 — Frank  
   Barnard 



 

polished nickel fixtures and hardware in the 
kitchen and baths; reproduction door knobs, 
backplates, light fixtures and switchplates in 
original type unlaquered polished brass that 
with slowly mellow in color and texture; 
custom tiles by FireClay in San Jose installed 
by Semperviren Building Co., a domestic 
cherry floor in the kitchen; doors with a mix 
of antique and reproduction hardware; repro-
duction light switches; light fixtures from 
Rejuvenation Hardware; the addition of a 
dishwasher with a custom face to look like 
the original flour bin; a professional gas 
range; a built-in kitchen exhaust hood; cellar 
doors; an attic ladder; automatic attic ventila-
tion; a whole house fan; a new furnace; and a 
water softener.   
 
Some things were lost during the renovation:  
the bulk flour bin; the built-in ironing board; 
and a convection cooler with lazy susan 
tower, which naturally pulled cool air from 
the basement and exhausted into the attic to 
keep food cool. 
 
As you tour my home, you will notice origi-
nal artwork in the house by Barry Kite, Karen 
Nierlich, Joan Boyd, Rich Horner, Kobi 
Eshun, Charles Schner, Lillie Virter Barnard 
(my great aunt), some anonymous Mexican, 
Vietnamese, Malaysian, Singaporean and 
Fijian artists – and me.     
 
Frank Barnard is the current president of the 
Northside Neighborhood Assn. (NNA) and 
treasurer for the 13th St. Neighborhood Advi-
sory Committee, part of San Jose’s Strong 
Neighborhoods Initiative.   
 
Barnard recommends the following restora-
tion contractors and suppliers:   
 
*  R.W. Gabler Design/Build 
*  Rejuvenation Hardware  
*  House of Antique Hardware  
*  Van Dykes Restorers,  
*  All Paints & Finshes,  
*  Pete’s Floors (see ad at page ___), and  
*  Semperviren Building Co.     

Above:  the dining room, with the exotic Phillipine mahagony visible in the doorway and door. 

Above:  the bathroom 
remodel in process 
(left) and completed 
(right).   
 
Left:  The kitchen  
remodel in process  
(far left) and  
completed  
(immediate left).   





 



 

The Craftsman Bungalow, (1905-1930) usually one story, has characteristics including: a low 
pitched gable or hip roof with exposed rafters, broad overhanging eves, decorative beams and a large 
porch.  Its structure is simple and open with few hallways. Although it may have attractive wood-
work, it is generally less fanciful than a Victorian.  
 
The Victorian represents a rich assortment of architectural styles which were built  approximately 
from 1837 to 1910 (during and just following Queen Victoria’s reign).  Most, but not all, Victorian 
houses have gingerbread detail and a steep pitched roof. There is an    array of Victorian styles which 
often overlap in character.  Below are some variations. 
 
• The Queen Anne Victorian, 1880-1910, characterized by its asymmetry, comes in many shapes 

and sizes often featuring spindles, porches, bay windows, and towers. Considered colorful,   
romantic and feminine, (later many of the multi-colored ones were dubbed  “Painted Ladies”), 
the Queen Anne can be quite ornate and unconventional.   Ironically, these individualistic 
houses came into fashion during the industrial revolution. 

 
• The Stick Victorian, 1860-1885, difficult to differentiate from the Queen Anne, is usually two 

stories or larger featuring trusses, bays, wings, towers and, particularly, its “stick work”— a  
façade of decorative raised boards.  It’s also known to be colorful and uninhibited. 

 
• The Eastlake, 1870-1890 named after English architect, Charles Eastlake, is an ornamental 

style of wood work often made with a lathe.  The Eastlake style is often present in the Queen 
Anne, as well as other types of Victorians. 

 
• The Folk Victorian, 1870-1910, unlike the Queen Anne and Stick, is orderly and symmetrical 

without towers or bay windows. It’s a simpler house whose trim and spindles were generally 
mass-produced.  The roof is usually pyramid-style. 

 
In sum, the Victorian house generally bears a steeper pitched roof, is irregularly shaped, and  
possesses more elaborate ornamentation than a Craftsman Bungalow.   
 

By Valerie Ormeno, Your Northside 
Neighbor and Real Estate Specialist 

What is the difference between a  
Victorian and a Craftsman Bungalow? 





A framed circa 1929 photo of the Craftsman bungalow 
at 618 N. 17th St. hangs in the front foyer. ‘The survival of the 

original wallpaper 
(in the front rooms)           
 and the floors is 
 evidence of the  
 loving care taken 
 by the relatively 
 few owners of our 
 nearly century-old 
  two-bedroom,  
  two-bath home.’ 
 
   — Ann Marvin 

House #3:
   by Ann Marvin  
 
My husband Lee and I live in a beau-
tiful 1908 Craftsman-style bungalow, 
which we purchased in 1984.  Take 
notice as you tour it that the wallpaper 
in the front rooms is original as are 
the floors throughout the house.  
Likewise, the dining room hutch has 
never been painted over.  (See adja-
cent photo.) 
 
The survival of the wallpaper and 
floors is evidence of the loving care 
taken by the relatively few owners of 
our nearly century-old two-bedroom, 
two-bath home.   
 
The Estrabou family resided here for 
seven decades, from 1909 to 1979.  
Eva Estrabou was a supervisor at 
Richmond Chase Canning Company 
nearby.  Her sister, Filisene, was the 
organist at Holy Cross Church five-
blocks away at Jackson and N. 12th 
St.  (Holy Cross, which still serves the 
Northside neighborhood, recently 
celebrated its centennial.)  Peter and 
Rose were the parents of the two sis-
ters.  Peter was a butcher in San Jose 
and a native of France.  

 
The MacNaughton family purchased 
the home in 1979, remodeled the 
kitchen and carved out an area for a 
second bathroom and laundry facilities.   
 
In 1984, Lee and I purchased the home.  
We have painted its exterior, had it re-
roofed, installed a skylight, had electri-
cal and plumbing redone in 2004, and 
added a pergola in 2005.   
 
There are many wonderful features to 
our home, which my husband and I 
love, starting with the front porch 
framed by pillars and partially shel-
tered by the parapet.  The home’s en-
tryway is also framed by pillars.  There 
is a double parlor with built-in book-
cases surrounding the fireplace, and 
pockets doors; we use the back parlor 
as our dining room.  
 
We have several bay windows with 
leaded glass, and three original light 
fixtures with gas and electric fittings.     
 
The paneled dining room (which we 
use as a family room), has a built-in 
hutch (shown in photo) and a pass-
through panel to the kitchen.  The 



 

kitchen is accented by a butler’s pan-
try featuring pull-out bins and a pie 
safe, as well as a skylight which we 
had installed.   
 
In 1929 the Estrabou’s enclosed their 
bright sun porch.  French doors lead 
to the backyard.  A backroom and 
garage were added in 1949.   
 
The home is partially shaded by a 
large magnolia tree in the side yard, 
which at 80 to 90 years old, must 
have been planted shortly after our 
home was built.   
 
We are pleased to show our beautiful 
old home and hope you enjoy your 
tour.     
       
Ann Marvin is a retired realtor who is 
active with a handbell choir.   
 
Her husband Lee  is retired from the 
Navy and as an IBM production man-
ager.  He presently enjoys woodwork-
ing, having built the pergola and 
several pieces of furniture in the 
house.     

‘The Estrabou 
family resided 
here for seven 
decades, from 
1909 to 1979. 
. . . Filsene  
was the  
organist at 
Holy Cross 
Church five 
blocks away.’ 
 
  — Ann Marvin 

 

Original owners Rose & Peter 
Estrebou in front of their home.    





House #4: 
Craftsmanship in Every Detail 

 

   by Debbie Anderson 
 
Our home, my husband Pete’s and mine, is a 
mission-style bungalow built in 1911.   
 
It was owned by Leslie C. Anderson (no 
relation to us), who at the time was a bench-
holder, according to an old city directory.  In 
those days, not only was the phone number 
and address listed alongside the homeowner’s 
name, but also his or her profession.  
(Editor’s note:  those wishing to perform 
similar sleuthing on their own San Jose home 
should consult the California Room at the 
main Martin Luther King, Jr. Library down-
town.  It has an extensive collection of old 
city directories as well as old maps, photos 
and books related to San Jose.)   
 
Our house has two bedrooms, one-and-a-half 
bathrooms, a dining room, living room, entry 
and a kitchen with the original cupboards.  
Also, a basement is included (though not on 
tour).   
 
Pete and I purchased the house in 1979 and 

have been restoring it ever since.  A few 
years after we moved in, we began stripping 
the many coats of paint on the vertical-grain 
douglas fir interior woodwork, including all 
of the doors, built-ins, baseboards, etc., 
which took a total of 18 years to complete.   
 
The bathroom, which features a claw-foot 
bathtub and stained-glass windows, took 
nine months to restore.  The bathtub was 
taken from my grandmother’s flat in the 
North Beach neighborhood of San Fran-
cisco.  At the time, my uncle was remodel-
ing the bathroom and was getting ready to 
break the claw-foot bathtub in half so he 
could take it down the stairs.  We called 
about the tub just in the nick of time and 
rescued it from being broken up with a 
sledge hammer.  The tub was sandblasted 
and then taken to be re-porcelained.  The 
claw feet were brass-plated on N. 10th St. 
here in San Jose. 
 
The kitchen cabinet doors just under the 
sink have knobs that Pete and I cast out of 
bronze.  There are many other Craftsman 

details in our home, such as a front door de-
sign matching those on the doors of the built-
in sideboard in the dining room.   
 
Pete, who is a hardwood floor contractor, 
along with his one employee, Dan Beaulieu, 
installed and surface-treated the hardwood 
floors in the whole house.  The entry and 
front porch and back steps leading to the 
basement have the original fir floors which 
they refinished.  They finished all of the 
wood work that had been stripped to bare 
wood as well.   
 
Although it’s only a two-bedroom house, 
Pete and I find our home to be quite spacious 
and comfortable.  We feel that all of the time, 
effort and expense that we have put into it 
has been a labor of love and well worth it.   
 
Debbie Anderson is an accomplished artisan 
who sells handmade jewelry and other crafts 
(see ad at p.25).  She is also active in the 
local 13th St. Strong Neighborhoods  
Initiative.    



 

Pete and I purchased the house in 1979 
and have been restoring it ever since.   
A few years after we moved in, we  
began stripping the many coats of paint 
on the interior woodwork . . . which 
took a total of 18 years to complete. 
 
      — Debbie Anderson 

Photos this page:  Far left::   
homeowner Debbie Anderson in 
her beautiful antique country 
kitchen showing off her homemade 
berry cobbler and fresh-picked 
calla lillies.  Left:  a William  
Morris embroidery gives the  
guiding ethos for the Anderson 
home.  Lower left:  the luxurious 
bathroom.  Below:  the arched 
fireplace anchors a warm and in-
viting living room.   





 House #5: 

‘The house has been 
furnished in high  
Victorian style and 
boasts a rich exotic  
feel as each room  
embraces a different 
country.  The drawing 
room is being done 
Chinese-style as an 
“opium den” . . .’ 
 
  — Miranda 
      von Stockhausen 

  by Miranda von Stockhausen 
 
Our 1893 Queen Anne Victorian boasts an im-
pressive six gables with an unusually wide vari-
ety of roof planes – even for the genre.  It is the 
near identical twin to the Salinas house of the 
famous author John Steinbeck, but our San Jose 
version has a much more richly-appointed inte-
rior.   
 
Notable aspects of the exterior design include a 
skewed square bay window which juts at a 45-
degree angle from the central body of the struc-
ture; the variety of exterior walls surfacing from 
tongue-and-groove construction and fish-scale 
shingles to inlaid wall paneling; and the heavy 
use of ornamentation under the eaves, pedi-
ments and doorways.  Note also the eyebrow 
window-head on the street-facing bay window 
and the sun-burst window brackets and scroll-
shaped corbels and its original wooden gutters, 
all still intact.   
 
The front porch and stairs are scheduled to un-
dergo a restoration to recreate the original fan 
shaped stairs, balustrades, spandrels and miss-
ing ornamentation.  Also scheduled for restora-
tion is the covered porch on the right side of the 
house, which was used to board carriages, as 
well as the original-condition Carriage House 

located in the backyard.   
 
Our home is a contributing structure to the pres-
tigious Hensley federal historic district, which 
encompasses over 225 buildings, representing 
the largest concentration of Victorian-era resi-
dences in greater San Jose.  The period of sig-
nificance for the historic district is 1865 to 
1918.  Portions of the Hensley district 
(including our home) lie within the Northside 
Neighborhood Assn. boundaries, and so we are 
fortunate to be able to claim this house as one 
of Northside’s gems.   
 
The house was not always as beautiful as you 
see it now.  Just four years ago, it was called the 
“crack house” by adults, and neighborhood 
children referred to it as “the haunted house.”  
Even our friends referred to our purchase as 
“the Munster’s house.”  How could we blame 
them; it did look pretty scary!  Because of dec-
ades of neglect, it looked like it was disintegrat-
ing into the ground.  All three layers of the roof 
leaked (like a sieve), the gutters were packed 
with years of debris (the waterfalls were beauti-
ful though).  The “garden” was a dangerous 
labyrinth of garbage, junk and weeds. 
 
We had no idea the house had as much architec-

 

328 N. 6th St. (shown left) is 
the virtual twin of the Salinas 
home of famed author John 
Steinbeck (above).   



 

Photos:  Top:  
the parlor 
window at 
328 N. 6th St.  
The home  
was in such  
disrepair that 
a tree branch 
had broken 
through the 
window and 
was growing 
inside the 
house.  Left:    
___________
_________.     

tural detail as it did because the entire house 
had been coated in a hard, lumpy textured 
plastic-like material that had been blasted into 
every nook and cranny, into every Victorian 
detail . . . all we saw were lumps and bumps.  
We had no idea what lurked beneath, and still, 
it did not stop us from seeing the real potential 
and beauty of this house.   
 
It’s been 4 years (we’re on a 10-year plan), but 
with hard work, constant attention, hard work 
(did I mention the hard work?) the house has 
finally “turned the corner” and with each pass-
ing day is reclaiming its former glory and 
stature.   
 
The interior of our home  is not to be missed, 
as most of its Renaissance Revival woodwork 
is in untouched original condition.  Though the 
house is overflowing with the finest examples 
of Victorian ornamentation, the architectural 
highlights of the public rooms on display, not 
to be missed, are:  the Persian-motif original 
patina Lincrusta in the front hall, the very rare 
over Mantle in the family parlor (which is over 
10-ft. high) and the intricate bird panels incor-
porated into the wainscoting in the formal 
dining room.  Another small detail to note is 
that each and every hinge, doorknob and win-
dow-sash hardware matches and is of a Persian 
Sanskrit motif.   
 
The house has been furnished in high Victo-
rian style so as to make it a veritable feast for 
the eye and boats a rich exotic feel, as each 
room embraces a different country.  The draw-
ing room is being done Chinese-style as an 
“Opium den” (not as the dens actually were in 
reality but as viewed through the rose-colored 
“romantic” lens that so fascinated the Victori-
ans.)  The family parlor has a rich Turkish fell.  
The Blue room is done in the French style.  
England reigns in the formal dining room (say 
hello to the Queen as you pass) and compli-
ments the neighboring library done with a 
British naval feel.  The master bedroom boasts 
an impressive 1880s walnut Eastlake/
Renaissance Revival bedroom suite.  (You’ll 
have to excuse the kitchen and scullery, as we 
have not yet had time to address it, so it re-
mains pretty much in the same state as when 
we moved in.) 
 
We hope that our restoration “journey” in-
spires more people to buy their own vintage 
homes and thus join those of us who are lov-
ingly preserving the history of this great city.  
Enjoy the tour.   
       
Miranda von Stockhausen works in marketing 
and manages multiple departments for a high 
tech company in San Jose.  Diana Hardick is 
director of operations for a large, well-known 
computer company.  They have been together 
for 13 years and share their 12-room house 
with two very spoiled cats.   Learn more about 
their restoration process by visiting their  
website at http://ourvictorian.tripod.com. 

‘The house was not 
always this beautiful.  
Because of decades 
of neglect, it looked 
like it was  
disintegrating into 
the ground.  Our 
friends referred to it 
as “the Munster’s 
house.”  How could 
we blame them; it 
did look pretty 
scary!’ 







 












 

 

 

 Proud to  
support  
Northside NA 
through the 
Strong 
Neighborhoods  
Initiative 



 


 

Chiaramonte’s  Market  
Offers ‘$5 Meal Deal’ to  
Northside Home Tourists! 

 
Northside’s venerable Chiaramonte’s Italian Market, a 
neighborhood institution along N. 13th St. for nearly a  
century, is offering participants in the Northside Home Tour 
2006 a can’t-beat-it $5-Meal-Deal for lunch or early dinner on 
the afternoon of the event.   
 
On one day only, Sunday, September 24 between Noon and  
5 pm, bring in your Northside Home Tour Passport to  
Chiaramonte’s Market at 609 N. 13th St. (shown on the map  
at Page 5 in this Program).  You will have your tour book 
stamped and, for a flat payment of only $5, you will receive 
one of Chiaramonte’s famous Italian Sausage sandwiches (or 
vegetarian sandwich on request), plus a bag of chips and a 12-
ounce soda or water of your choice, while supplies last.  Take 
some time out from your tour of our lovely neighborhood 
homes to get a taste of the Northside, too.  See you at  
Chiaramonte’s! 

 

  Friends of  
  Backesto Park  
    T-Shirts 
 
    $10 each, sizes medium — 2XL 
   w/ 1927 photo of historic Backesto Fountain 
 
Available at the Home Tour registration center  
 in Backesto Park, at 15th & Empire Sts. 
         or call 408-291-2752 





  House #6: 

‘We moved into our house 
in 1997 and began the  
restoration project by  
tearing down the front 
porch, which had been 
completely covered by  
plywood and chicken wire  
. . . We basically gutted  
the inside of the house, 
which had been severely 
abused by decades of bad 
paint jobs, linoleum and 
carpeting.’ 
 
   — Gloria Cerul 

  by Gloria Cerul 
 
My husband Alex and I own a one-story 
1,300 sq. ft. “Queen Anne”-style Victorian 
home, which is estimated to have been 
built in about 1890.   
 
We moved into our house in 1997 and 
began the restoration project by tearing 
down the front porch, which had been 
completely covered by plywood and 
chicken wire and converted into a living 
space.  We put in a new wood floor and 
railing.  We basically gutted the inside of 
the house, which had been severely abused 
by decades of bad paint jobs, linoleum and 
carpeting.  We painstakingly took the hard-
ware (hinges, door plates, locks and pulls) 
off the doors, windows and cabinets and 
removed the old lighting fixtures in order 
to strip and polish them.  Luckily, not 
many pieces were broken or missing and 
we were able to replace those that were 
from pieces we found at salvage yards. 
 
We also had to replace some broken win-
dows.  We have beautiful, wooden, dou-
ble-hung windows which, sadly, are too 
often replaced in old homes by new alumi-
num or vinyl windows.  But, we found that 
by replacing the old glass with laminated 

glass, we can achieve the same sound and 
insulation benefits of new windows with-
out replacing the lovely wood frames.   
 
One of the benefits of a house as old as 
ours is its structural soundness.  The studs 
(true 2 x 4s) and joists (true 2 x 12s) are 
made of redwood, which is incredibly 
strong and naturally termite-resistant.   
 
Some things that did need replacement 
were the electrical wiring, plumbing and 
pipes.  This sounds like an awful expense, 
but again, thanks to the particular type of 
construction of Victorian houses, these 
systems are easily accessible and not too 
difficult to replace.  We removed the old 
knob-and-tube electrical system and re-
placed it with modern wiring.  The old 
galvanized pipes were replaced with cop-
per and PVC pipes.  We also removed the 
old floor heater and installed central heat-
ing.  The system could be adapted for air-
conditioning if we were so inclined, but we 
will most likely install fans in the attic 
instead of installing A.C. 
 
We installed hardwood floors in the entry, 
parlor, dining room and guest room.  We 
used tile for the kitchen and bathrooms and 
berber carpeting for our bedroom and T.V. 

 

The Cerul’s 
home before 
(inset, 1997) 
and after (left) 
their extensive  
renovations. 



 

‘We constructed 
our own white 
picket fence by  
individually  
milling boards 
from scrap  
lumber, stenciling 
the picket design 
and hand-cutting 
and sanding each 
individual picket.’  
 
   — Gloria Cerul 

Above and left:  Alex’s pride and joy is his 
newly-built carriage-house style garage 
workshop complete with cupola.   

room.  We remodeled the bathroom so that we 
have has his-and-hers sinks and toilets with a 
single tub/shower in between.  We repainted 
the entire house, inside and out, and paid par-
ticular attention to the wainscoting in the 
kitchen, old wood doors and door and picture 
rail-moldings, which are located throughout 
the house.   
 
Yes, for what seemed like an eternity, but was 
actually only about one year, we felt like we 
lived at Home Depot and Orchard Supply 
Hardware rather than at 551 E. Empire St. 
 
Some of our favorite features inside the house 
include the beautiful antique transom window 
over the front door which was a gift from 
Alex’s parents, the built-in china cabinet 
which has its original hardware, the protruding 
bay windows with stained glass in the parlor 
and dining rooms, and the ceiling-high pantry 
in the kitchen.  Speaking of ceilings, the 11-ft. 
ceilings throughout the house give it an airy 
feeling and kept it cooler in the summer time. 
 
Once we were “done” with the inside of the 
house, we began to work on the outside.  We 
started by removing the 10 x 20 ft. concrete 
slab in the backyard along with the corrugated 
fiberglas carport-type structure that covered it.  
The whole thing looked like a shanty and we 
were glad to get rid of it.   
 
We spent about two years fighting the crab-
grass and weeds and (somewhat) successfully 
grew grass.  Through a city parkstrip program, 
we were able to get six Crepe Myrtle trees 
planted all around our property.  We also 
planted several ornamental trees in the front 
and backyards and installed tumbled pavers in 
the backyard.   

We constructed our own white picket fence by 
individually milling boards from scrap lumber, 
stenciling the picket design and hand-cutting and 
sanding each individual picket.   
 
Alas Alex soon became bored and decided he 
needed a bigger, better garage.  He obtained zon-
ing and building permits to raze and rebuild the 
garage.  The new, improved garage includes a 
mechanic’s pit which is attached to a lower-level 
workshop.  Alex also used salvaged windows and 
siding which matched those of the house and even 
built a cupola at the top for added light and aes-

thetic value.   
 
Restoring our Victorian has been a labor of 
love and worth every drop of sweat.  Thank 
you for visiting, and we hope you enjoy the 
tour!  
       
Gloria Flores-Cerul is a family law attorney 
in downtown San Jose.  Her husband Alex 
Cerul is a staff attorney for the criminal  
division of the Santa Clara County Superior 
Court.      

 

 





      by Don Gagliardi  
 
Proceeds from ticket sales, promotional booths, sponsorships, and adver-
tising in this tour book, for the Northside Home Tour 2006 will be used to 
create an endowment fund for books and materials on vintage home resto-
ration, renovation and improvements for the Joyce Ellington Branch Li-
brary.   
 
Joyce Ellington Branch Library, serving the Northside neighborhood, is 
named for longtime civic activist, the late Joyce Ellington, a founding 
member of the Northside Neighborhood Assn., San Jose’s oldest 
neighborhood group.  The library, which opened in 1977, is currently 
closed for re-building.  The new library, which at over 14,000 sq. ft., will 
be more than twice as large as the previous facility, is scheduled to re-
open in late 2007 or early 2008.   
 
Annual income earned from investing the endowment fund will be used 
for purchasing home restoration and renovation materials for the library.  
The endowment will be administered by the 13th Street Neighborhood 
Advisory Committee (13th St. NAC), a 501c(3) non-profit coalition of 
neighborhoods including Northside, which is part of San Jose’s Strong 
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI).  The library has promised to set aside 
shelving to house the endowment collection.  We hope that the Northside 
Home Renovation/Restoration Collection at Ellington Library will be-
come an attraction for old home enthusiasts across San Jose and Silicon 
Valley.   
 
13th St. NAC has partnered with El Primer Pueblo, a multi-lingual inde-
pendent bookseller on E. Santa Clara St., to purchase books for the en-
dowment wholesale.  Owner John Ramos, a member of San Jose’s Library 
Commission, is committed to helping our neighborhood library.  Be sure 
to patronize his shop.  (See El Primer Pueblo’s ad at page 16).   
 
Northside Neighborhood Assn., which hosted a talk by Oakland preserva-
tionist author Jane Powell in March 2005, has already donated Powell’s 
complete body of work of how-to books about restoring Arts & Crafts-
style bungalows to the collection:  Bungalow Kitchens (2000), Bungalow 
Bathrooms (2001), Linoleum (2003), Bungalow: The Ultimate Arts and 
Crafts Home (2005) and Bungalow Details: Exterior (2004).  We intend 
to underwrite library subscriptions to periodicals like This Old House and 
American Bungalow.  You can suggest potential materials to add to the 
collection by going to the Northside Home Tour website, www.northside-
sj.org/hometour, where you can also view suggestions by others.    
 
Both 13th St. NAC and Northside Neighborhood Assn. have also been 
active in soliciting general donations for the San Jose Library Foundation, 
targeted specifically for the Joyce Ellington Library, in anticipation of its 
eventual re-opening.  A campaign is underway to raise $500,000 to fur-
nish and equip the new library.  Measure O bond funds will pay for the 
new building but not for what goes inside.  Private donations are needed 
for furnishings, fixtures, equipment, technology and opening day collec-
tions.   
 
If you are interested in donating to support Joyce Ellington Branch Li-
brary, contact the San Jose Public Library Foundation at 408-808-2174 or 
visit their website, www.sjplf.org/campaign.htm.   
 

Home Tour Proceeds to Benefit  
Northside’s Joyce Ellington Branch Library 

‘We hope that the  
Northside Home  
Renovation/Restoration 
Collection at Ellington  
Library will become  
an attraction for old  
home enthusiasts  
across San Jose  
and Silicon Valley.’ 
 
 — Don Gagliardi 
   Northside NA 

Above:  one 
of the titles 
by Oakland 
author Jane 
Powell  
donated by 
NNA to  
Ellington 
Library’s 
Northside 
Home  
Renovation/
Restoration 
Collection.     
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Above:  artist’s rendering of the new library.   





 

  

 



 








