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Columbus Day Bocce Tournament October 11-12
Celebration & Fundraiser for Backesto
Park Bocce Canopy
San Jose’s only public bocce courts, in Northside’s Backesto Park, will be the
site of a Columbus Day Bocce Tournament, October 11-12, to celebrate the
neighborhood’s Italian-American heritage and to raise funds for a new canopy
for the bocce courts. Sponsored by the Northside Neighborhood Assn. and
Friends of Backesto Park, the two-day open tournament has 32 4-person
teams competing for a thousand dollar grand prize, and will feature Italian
food, music, a neighborhood heritage exhibit, silent auction and fun for the
whole family. Donation of $5 per adult requested for entering the tournament
grounds; kids free. Entry fee for 4-person bocce teams is $25-per-person. To
enter a team, contact NNA president Jose Posadas at 499-5601 or
jposadas2002@earthlink.net or Northside Bocce Club chair, Mary Collins at
971-3042 or mary.collins6@gte.net.

Celebracion y Campana de
Recaudacion de Fondas

Above: Leo Bevilacqua of N. 17th St. shows his stuff
at the Northside bocce clinic in July 2002.

La unica campo publica de bocce del San Jose, en el Parque de Backesto, sera
el sitio de los torneos de Columbus de un Bocce del dia, octubre 11-12,
celebrara la herencia Italiano-Americana de la vecindad y levantara los fonds
para la sombrilla nuevo para el campo de bocce. Patrocinado por la
asociacion de la vecindad de Northside y los amigos de parque de Backesto,
los torneos abierts de dos dias tienanen 32-equipos 4-persona el competir para
el premio magnifico de mil dolares, y ofreceran comida italiano, la musica, un
objeto expuesto de la herencia de vecindad, la subasta silenciosa y la
diversion para la familia entera. Donacion de $5 por el adultol solicitado para
incorporar los argumentos de los torneos; ninos entran gratis. El honorario de
la entrada para los equipos del bocce 4-persona es $25-per-persona. Para
inscribir a un equipo, entre en contacto con a presidente Jose Posadas de
NNA en 499-5601 o la silla de club de jposadas2002@earthlink.net o de
Northside Bocce, Mary Collins en 971-3042 o mary.collins6@gte.net.

Northside Website: www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna
NORTHSIDE, Summer 2003

Page 1

behalf.
*****
The May San Jose Magazine also
reports that, among the “50 Things You
Didn’t Know About Brandi Chastain,”
soccer superstar and hero of the 1999
Women’s World Cup who now plays for
her hometown San Jose CyberRays, is
that Chastain likes to eat out in the
Northside. No. 39: “. . . I also love
Mexican food — Casa Vicky . . .” Hey
Brandi, you might also try Las Brasas,
Bronco’s, Guadalajara #2, and our latest
great Mexican joint, Gecko Grill (see
page 5).

P re s i d e n t ’s C o r n e r
by Jose Posadas, President
Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Welcome to our new Northside
neighbors in the MarketHouse Lofts at
8th & Mission Sts. (See page 11).
Together with recent developments like
the Pavona Apts., the Esplanade,
Maraido Village, and the Mariani’s
complex under construction, there are
and will be a lot more Northsiders today
than just a few years ago.
This
Northside newsletter is being delivered
free to all the new residences (just like
to everyone else in the neighborhood),
and I hope our new neighbors will
identify with and become involved in
their neighborhood.

*****
Congratulations to N. 6th St. resident
Bee Bernhardt, who celebrated her 100th
birthday June 8. Bernhardt, who was
profiled in the Northside Oral History
Project (see, Northside, Spring 2002, at
pp. 16-19), has lived in our neighborhood
for 97 years, the past 95 in her current
home.
*****
NNA’s annual flea market August 2
was a great success, netting over $2,000,
thanks to our great committee of
volunteers Bob Ellington, Robyn Horn

*****
The May 2003 San Jose Magazine
has a feature on assemblyman Manny
Diaz, a Northside resident. Diaz lives
across from Backesto Park with his wife
Sandra, a crime prevention specialist
for the San Jose Police Dept. “Right
now, I’m very happy,” Diaz is quoted as
saying. “It brings a lot of pride to
people to feel good about where they
live.”
Diaz deserves a lot of thanks for his
work in Sacramento pushing for a state
budget that, while painful, should save
San Jose’s Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative redevelopment program. If
you run into him, let him know how
much we appreciate his work on our
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Below: N. 6th St. centurion Bee
Bernhardt receives a plaque from
Assemblyman Manny Diaz of N. 15th
St. on the occasion of her 100th
birthday, June 8, 2003.

Above: San Jose Magazine
says that soccer star Brandi Chastain
is a fan of Northside’s Casa Vicky.
Mexican Restaurant.
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and sons Kevin and Scott, Chuck
Hagenmaier, Kathy Novello, and
Tammy Wheeler. The 13th St. NAC
space earned another $1,000 from your
donated items for Friends of Backesto
& Watson Parks. Thanks to volunteers
Frank Barnard, Joe Golda, Nat
Robinson, Jo Schweizer and
Gabrielle Wilder.
*****
Hope you attended NNA’s annual
barbecue on June 7. We had a lot of
fun, with great food, free raffle prizes,
live music from 3 different bands, My
Fat Sister, the Real Simple Whiskeys
(featuring Northsider Mike Brillot on
drums), and a no-name group of
neighbors from N. 12th St., the ribboncutting on the new Backesto Park
playground and pinata-bashings for the
kids. The first 100 residents also
received 2 free San Jose Giants baseball
tickets.
Thanks to everyone who
helped put on the event, including NNA
boardmembers Don Gagliardi, Steve
Gordy, Kathy Hesse, Hagenmaier,
Novello, Bonnie Ross and Wheeler.
Thanks also to 13th St. community
coordinator Debbie Bybee, to Gecko
Grill for supplying the grill, and extra
special thanks to Dan Crumpley for
doing the grilling.
The next NNA event is the
Columbus Day Bocce Tournament

Update on N. 13th St.: Two Big Events This Fall!

St. John St. Pedestrian Corridor Tree Planting October 18!
Columbus Day Backesto Bocce Tournament October 11-12!
A regular update on the 13th St. Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative (SNI) revitalization plan:

Below: the ugly, old orange Backesto bocce ball tent, circa 1980.
Friends of Backesto Park hopes to erect a new, attractive canopy.

Two big events are planned this fall by subcommittees of the 13th
St. Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC). The traffic
subcommittee will be holding a tree-planting day on October 18
along the St. John St. pedestrian corridor between N. 4th and
Coyote Creek. We hope to plant 175 jacarandas along the street.
To volunteer, contact subcommittee chair Cate Schroeder at
cate@sonic.net or 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee
at 277-3610. It will be lots of fun and no experience is needed.
The second event is the Columbus Day Bocce Tournament at
Backesto Park on October 11-12 sponsored by Friends of
Backesto Park (a 13th St. NAC subcommittee) and NNA. The
event is a fundraiser for a new bocce canopy. (See cover page.)
*****
Thirteenth St. NAC now has a formal application pending for
501c(3) non-profit status, which means that donations to the 13th
St. NAC are tax deductible! Donations are desperately needed
by 13th St. NAC to help with implementing the revitalization
plan for our area — now more than ever because of the state
budget crisis that has curtailed SNI funding. (See, Northside,
Spring 2003, at p.3). Unrestricted monetary donations to the
13th St. NAC during calendar year 2003 will be matched dollarfor dollar up to $1,000 by 13th St. NAC president Don Gagliardi.
The NAC also accepts donations of household items for re-sale at
the NNA flea market each August (we raised over $1,000 this

Northside

The Northside Neighborhood
Newsletter

Northside is published quarterly by the Northside
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest. NNA’s mission is
to improve and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform
members, encourage participation in activities which benefit the
Northside and encourage identification with the neighborhood
through social functions.

Photo from NNA archives.
year; contact Frank Barnard at frankbarnard@solectron.com to
donate for next year’s flea market), as well as targeted donations to
13th St. NAC subcommittees like Friends of Backesto Park and
Friends of Watson Park, or for projects like the Backesto bocce
canopy or programs like the Coughran Youth Sports Scholarship
Fund. (See, Northside, Spring 2003, at pp. 16-17).
*****
Clarification: In the previous update (Northside, Spring 2003, at p.3), a
quote attributed to Erik Schoennauer incorrectly implied that funds from
the Bailey Ave./Hwy. 101 interchange project in South San Jose could be
diverted to fund couplet conversion or other SNI priorities. In fact, this
funding is earmarked by the state and other sources specifically for the
interchange. Therefore, these funds cannot be used for redevelopment
priorities, such as SNI projects. Sorry for any confusion.

Donate to
13th St. NAC!
Mail or deliver check or goods to
Debbie Bybee, 13th St. Community
Coordinator, 1082 E. Jackson St.,
San Jose, CA 95112. Ph. 277-3610

The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded
by Julian, Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek. All residents
are automatically members of the association. There are no
dues.

Bocce Club
T-Shirts

Northside’s Board of Directors: Jose Posadas (president); Don
Gagliardi (vice president); Ed Berger (treasurer); Kathy Hesse
(secretary); Chuck Hagenmaier; Joyce Ellington; Cathy Novello; Ben
Tripousis; Steve Gordy; Charlotte Powers; Joe Golda; Tammy Wheeler;
and Bonnie Ross.
The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box 2317,
San Jose, CA 95109-2317. Telephone: (408) 291-2752.
website: www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna.

Donations to
13th St. NAC are
tax deductible.

Sizes Small - 2XL $10 each
Sales proceeds benefit
Friends of Backesto Park
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To Order Contact Mary Collins
mary.collins6@gte.net or 971-3042
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In Brief..........

Northside Volunteer Garden Part of
Going Native Garden Tour 2003 —
and An Official Wildlife Habitat

Bonnie Ross
in NNA’s
volunteer
garden at N.
18th &
Empire
Sts., which
showcases
native and
droughttolerant
plants.

NNA’s award-winning volunteer garden at the corner of N.
18th & Empire Sts. was part of the free, self-guided Going
Native Garden Tour 2003 held May 18, sponsored by the
Santa Clara Valley Water Dist. and the Guadalupe River Park
& Gardens. NNA boardmembers Bonnie Ross and Joe Golda
were docents on the tour, which attracted over 500 people.
The volunteer garden was also recognized in June as a
wildlife “Backyard Habitat” by the National Wildlife
Federation.

Friends of Backesto Park Win San Jose
Beautiful Grant for Park Gateways
Friends of Backesto Park has received a $2,000 grant from San Jose
Beautiful to erect the first of several elegant gateways in Backesto
Park. The brainchild of N. 14th St. resident and Friends chair Joe
Golda, the gateways will feature Australian tea trees, creeping
rosemary, cobblestone, engraved granite pillars and cement urns.

Left: a
conceptual
drawing of
a Backesto
Park
gateway
by NNA’s
Joe Golda.

Rave Review in Merc for Gecko Grill

The Going Native tour, promoted in the San Francisco
Chronicle and the American Automobile Assn. magazine Via,
featured Bay Area native plant gardeners opening their home
gardens to the public. NNA’s garden, which is comprised of
drought-tolerant plants, many natives to California, was the
only one on the tour that was not on a private estate.
The Backyard Habitat designation recognizes that NNA’s
volunteer garden offers high quality food, water, cover and
places for wildlife to raise their you. “The garden provides
food for hummingbirds, butterflies, caterpillars, bees, insects
and small mammals by offering seeds, nuts, berries, fruits,
nectar,
foliage, sap and pollen,” says Ross.
NNA’s garden, designed by N. 18th St. resident Gabrielle

Frank Barnard Receives NNA’s
Summer 2003 Live Oak Award

“If you lived in the neighborhood, you’d come here all the time,”
San Jose Mercury News restaurant reviewer Sheila Himmel
remarked about the Gecko Grill (855 N. 13th St., telephone 8711825) on April 29. Himmel declared the relatively new Mexican
restaurant “several steps above a tacqueria in style and scope, with
its reasonable prices, good food and casual comfort. And parking is
a snap.”
“The review was so good,” says Terrace Dr. resident Carrie
Doolittle, the evening of publication “they ran out of food and had to
stop serving while they ran to the store to restock!”
Gecko’s not only has good food but it’s a good neighbor, donating
and grilling chicken and ribs for NNA’s barbecue last June, hosting
NNA and 13th St. Business Assn. meetings and catering for 13th St.
Neighborhood Advisory Committee meetings.
Since we DO live in the neighborhood, Northsiders should know that
Tuesday is Locals’ Night when, if you wear your NNA t-shirt, your
group gets a discount off meals — and, if your party has the most
people show up, a half price pitcher of margaritas! For more info.

Frank Barnard.

North 15th St. resident Frank
Barnard is the Summer 2003
recipient of NNA’s Live Oak
Award and will be honored at
the Columbus Day bocce
tournament. Barnard is NNA’s
webmaster, faithfully comes out
on Sunday afternoon’s to help on
NNA’s Parkstrip Garden Project,
and serves on the 13th St. NAC
traffic subcommittee and on
Friends of Backesto Park, to
both of which he donates
considerable time, energy and

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or
group who materially improves or assists the Northside
neighborhood, the neighborhood association, or one or more
of its residents in the upkeep or beautification of the
neighborhood. Current NNA board members and their
families are ineligible. Send nominations for future Live Oak
Awards to NNA, PO Box 90188, San Jose, CA 95109-3188.
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‘”The neighborhood kids
helped guide our design
towards incorporating
elements familiar to them,
given their experience
with the San Jose area.”’

On April 19, Northside youths were given
pads of paper and access to resources like the
book shown at left, and asked to help design
their new skatepark at Watson Park. Below is
15-year-old Scott Horn.

— Kent Dahlgren
Dreamland
Skateparks

Opposite
page: the
conceptual
model of
Watson
Skatepark
created by
Oregon’s
Dreamland
Skatepark
with help
from
Northside
skaters.

Northside Youths Help
Dream Delivered:
Design Watson Skatepark

“The neighborhood kids helped guide our
design towards incorporating elements
familiar to them, given their experience
with the San Jose area,” says Kent
Dahlgren of Portland, Oregon-based
Dreamland Skateparks, which was
commissioned to design the Watson
Skatepark scheduled to open a year from
now, in August 2004.
Downtown area councilmember Cindy
Chavez promised Northside residents in
Page 6

February 2002 that skateparks in her
district “will be designed by the
kids.” (See, Northside, Spring 2002, at pp.
10-11). And although the city hired
professionals for the Watson skatepark, she
lived up to her promise. In a series of
community meetings, the Dreamland crew
met with local youths who brainstormed
ideas for the half-million-dollar skatepark.

designed with local skaters in mind,”
says Dahlgren, referring to Dreamland’s
conceptual model. (See black-and-white
photos at p. 7; the yellow ramp is shown
in the lighter color). “Likewise, the
larger area for more advanced skater
was influenced by more experienced
local skateboarders, led by Bob
Schmeltzer.”

“The yellow ramp in particular was

The concrete bowl is 10-ft. deep and the
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Dwight Wheeler (14)

cement ramp is 24-ft. across. The concept
includes rails, which now-17-yr.-old N.
15th St. resident Arthur Castillo had called
“essential” back in 2002.
Watson Skatepark will be located
immediately south of the paved parking lot
adjacent to the Watson Community Center,
a sizeable distance away from residences
adjoining the park along N. 22nd and
Jackson Sts., yet within easy access to
police surveillance because of its proximity
to the community center parking lot. The
location of the skatepark, too, was a
function of community input. Alternative
sites close to the intersection at 22nd and
Jackson Sts. and behind the soccer bowl
were rejected, respectively, as too close to
residences and too far removed from sight
to be safe.
Dreamland Skateparks, run by over-grown
skateboarding enthusiasts, is an industry
leader, “whose skateboard park designs are
drawing worshipful reviews from national
skateboarding magazines and a lineup of

contracts from cities looking to reach out
to their disenfranchised youth,” according
to a February 2003 article in the Portland
Tribune. Dreamland has built parks across
Oregon, in Idaho, Colorado, Maryland, and
even Europe’s first, in Austria.
Dreamland’s first park was built under a
highway overpass in Portland, without
consent from the city, which ratified the
achievement after the fact. “The park
became a kind of in-your-face resume for
the team’s unique talents,” says the
Tribune, and provides the backdrop to
Sony PlayStation’s Tony Hawk pro-skater
game.
Watson Skatepark is Dreamland’s first
California commission. Largely, this, too,
is because of local teens. At the earliest
community meetings for skateparks in
Chavez’s downtown district, there was a
consensual clamor among the youth
skateboarders for a park designed like
those in Oregon, an ode to the cult of
Dreamland. Go to Oregon, Chavez was
told, and she did.
NORTHSIDE, Summer 2003

“We aren’t considered the best skate
park company in the world because we
build easy skate parks. We, through
our design and construction, build great
skateboarders through challenging skate
parks,” says Dahlgren, an unreformed
skateboarder.
Early reviews on the Watson Skatepark
conceptual design are positive.
Says 18-yr-old former city youth
commissioner and recent high school
graduate Alex Berger, who lives on
Terrace Dr. and whom Chavez credits
with initiating the push for a Northside
skatepark while still in junior high: “It
makes me happy to know that other
neighborhood kids and teenagers will
have a skatepark. Even though I will
not have the opportunity to enjoy the
facilities as a skater, it is fulfilling to
know there is going to be one available
for public use in the neighborhood.”
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Left: the Ryan family,
Pat, Tammy, and son
Roger. Right: Charlie
Montoya of N. 12th St. on
guitar.
Below: 12-yr.-old
Douglass Tucker and
Bob-the-Builder staff
NNA’s info. table. Pinata
Bob later got his brains
bashed in by enthusiastic
Northside kids.

SJ Masterpiece: Northside’s Annual BBQ 2003
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Above: N. 9th St.
resident Dan Crumpley
mans the barbecue
supplied by Gecko’s
Grill. Left:
neighborhood girls
enjoy the tire swing at
the upgraded Backesto
Park

give Watson
Skatepark a go. “I’m
psyched!”
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Above: the Real Simple Whiskeys,
one of three featured bands. That’s
N. 12th St. resident Mike Brillot on
drums. Left: 86-yr.-old Ann Molica
of N. 17th St.

Above: Cindy
Chavez, city
councilmember,
cuts the ribbon
on the new
Backesto Park
playground.
Left: NNA
president Jose
Posadas holds a
Scooby Doo
pinata for a
Northside girl.
Below left:
Jake, lead
singer for My
Fat Sister.
Below: a
Northside boy
administers last
rites to Pinata
Bob.
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Above: Richard Nevle of N. 18th St.,
one of several volunteer build captains
from the neighborhood.

KaBoom!: Northsiders Help
Build Watson Tot Lot in a Day!

Rome wasn’t built in a day, but the brandnew Watson Park tot lot was.
On Saturday, June 28, some 50 Northsiders
along with an equivalent number of
volunteers from corporate sponsor Sprint,
came together to construct the new
playground to federal standards from the
ground up as part of the nationwide
KaBoom non-profit program. By the end
of the day, Councilmember Cindy Chavez,
who organized the effort (and who was in
the trenches with Northsiders shoveling
sand), cut the ribbon on the brand new tot
lot.
KaBoom provided the expertise, Sprint
paid for the playground equipment and
supplied volunteers from the Bay Area and
around the country, Chavez and her staff
organized the event, and Northsiders came
out in force to lend their labor, including
NNA president Jose Posadas, Live Oak
awardee Frank Barnard, and Richard Nevle
of N. 18th St., all of whom were build
captains responsible for their own cadre of
volunteers. “This just shows what can be
done when there’s organized teamwork in
the tradition of an old-style neighborhood
barn-raising, ” raved Barnard.
Photos at right: middle, the blueptint for
the finished playground. Top and bottom,
work progresses on a very hot day in June.
By the end of the day, and over 900 water
bottles later, the tot lot was ready to open.
Page 10
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NoHo:
Loft-Style Living
Comes to Northside

Left: the floor
plan of a typical
unit. Right: a
sample of the
capacious
ceilings and
“industrial-chic”
windows.
They’re small but stylish. Northside meets Manhattan with
dozens of new-loft-style housing units at N. 8th & Missions
Sts. in an award-winning complex called MarketHouse Lofts.
The neighborhood’s first lofts had a grand opening May 15.
The units are about a thousand sq. ft. and are priced at
$360,000, comparable to a Northside home. But they don’t
look anything like a typical Crafstman-style bungalow, with
their textural granite and sleek stain-less steel finishes, 17-ft.
ceilings in places and “industrial chic” windows.
The experiment in urbane living for the Northside fits
perfectly adjacent to a brick warehouse, and the design
captured an award from the Santa Clara Valley chapter of the
American Institute of Architects (AIASCV). We can live

‘The lofts are priced comparable to a
Northside home. But they don’t look
anything like a Craftsman bungalow.’

NORTHSIDE, Summer 2003
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Left: Workers
manufacture clay
garden pots at
Garden City
Pottery on N. 6th
St. on the
Northside. At its
pinnacle, Garden
City was the
major supplier of
garden pots in
California.
Photo courtesy
History
San Jose.

Lost Northside

Pottery Barn: Northside’s Former Garden City Pottery
Once the Largest Supplier of Garden Pots in California
by Don Gagliardi
Antique collectors and nostalgia buffs go
gaga over (and pay big bucks for) original
Fiesta ware or Bauer plates, coffee cups,
and flower pots, which are now seen as
emblematic of California in a previous era,
between the world wars. Not only are these
products a legacy of a bygone period of
history but they’re colorful and functional,
too.
What may be more noteworthy to those of
us in the Northside is that, more than a
century ago, in 1902, our neighborhood
witnessed the birth of what would
eventually become a worthy competitor for
these products, the Garden City Pottery
Company.
“Manufacturing facilities and offices were
located at 560 North Sixth Street, near
downtown San Jose” within the boundaries
of the current Northside neighborhood,
according Jim Pasquali in his book,
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Sanford’s Guide to Garden City Pottery:
A Hidden Treasure of Northern
California (Adelmore Press 1999) (the
Guide). Maraido Village apartments
now occupy the site of the former
pottery.
According to Pasquali’s Guide, “during
those early years, the company produced
stoneware crockery, sewer pipe and red
earthenware flowerpots.” The
flowerpots, it happens, were made from
a formula using fifty percent local clay
from Coyote Creek, mixed with sand and
clay from other sources. Garden City
Pottery, by the end of the 1920s the
largest pottery in Northern California,
sold the pots to wholesale growers using
sales yards not only in San Jose, but also
in San Francisco and Oakland.
The Great Depression of the 1930s,
however, imperiled Garden City Pottery
and forced it to re-invent itself to
survive. Controlling shareholder (and
NORTHSIDE, Summer 2003

‘Noteworthy to those of
us in the Northside is
that, more than a
century ago, in 1902,
our neighborhood
witnessed the birth
of what would
eventually become a
worthy competitor
for Bauer and
Fiestaware products,
the Garden City
Pottery Company.’

former city councilman) Luther Rossi,
emulated “the new-found success of the
Southern California potteries with their
brightly colored wares,” says Pasquali.
Rossi “had soon hired a designer to
revitalize the company’s product lines and a
ceramic engineer to develop a palette of
colored glazes.” Rossi hired Royal Arden
(“Hick”) Hickman, who designed
dinnerware and decorative vases for the
company.

Left: the cover of Sanford’s Guide to
Garden City Pottery, a useful resource
for the collector. Below: a 10-gallon
Garden City crock enjoying a secondlife as a planter on Don Gagliardi’s
back deck. Note the distinctive Garden
City marking on it.

The new products “were hugely successful,”
according to Pasquali. Garden City Pottery
“was sold throughout the western states and
Hawaii, and eastward to Chicago and New
York where their largest customer was
Macy’s Department Stores; pottery was
shipped to New York by the boxcar load.”
Garden City Pottery also sold “huge
quantities of mixing bowls” to Montgomery
Ward and had large contracts with the U.S.
Army for crocks and with Alhambra Water
Co. for clay water coolers.
In May 1944, a huge fire ravaged the
company’s offices and part of its
manufacturing facility. But the plant was
quickly rebuilt with new equipment.
Following World War II, Garden City
Pottery faced new economic pressures and
diminishing profits from its dinnerware
lines due to rising labor costs. The
company again re-invented itself, returning
to “its core business, garden products,” says
Pasquali’s Guide. “The Garden City Pottery
Company was able to grow and remain
profitable at a time when many of
California’s other potteries were failing.”
By the 1960s, “Garden City Pottery became
the largest supplier of garden pots in
California.”

However, the 1970s were unkind to the
company. Competition from cheaper
clay products from Korea and Italy, and
from plastic flowerpots, led the
company to cease production in 1979.
Garden City Pottery continued to be a
wholesale distributor of pots made by
other companies for a few years before
finally shuttering operations altogether
in 1987. “In the summer of 1997,”
says Pasquali, “the buildings were
razed and the property was cleared to
make way for a redevelopment
project,” Maraido Village apartments.
You can still find examples of Garden
City’s pottery in local antique stores. I
own a pair of pickling crocks, one a
ten-gallon size and the other four
gallons, each with the trademark
Garden City Pottery logo. They serve

Right: a view
inside the
Garden City
“pottery barn”
or warehouse
on N. 6th St.
Photo courtesy
History
San Jose.
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‘Garden City products
“were hugely
successful,” according
to Jim Pasquali.
Garden City Pottery
“was sold throughout
the western states and
Hawaii, and eastward
to Chicago and New
York where their
largest customer was
Macy’s Department
Stores; pottery was
shipped to New York by
the boxcar load.”’
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An early 20th century photo of
San Jose and Sunnyvale baseball teams.
Photo courtesy Leonard McKay.

‘Starting in 1907,
the San Jose
Prune Pickers
played at Luna Park,
a new amusement
park along the
northside of what
today is Hedding St.
between N. 13th and
N. 17th streets.’

Lost Northside

‘Take Me Out to the Northside’: Amusement Park &
Pro Baseball Thrived at Luna Park a Century Ago
by Don Gagliardi
“Buy me some peanuts and, uh . . .” Well,
before there was Crackerjacks, there was pro
baseball on the Northside.
Starting in 1907, “The Prune Pickers played
at Luna Park, a new amusement park built
along the northside of what today are
Hedding Street between N. 13th and N. 17th
streets,” according to John E. Spalding in
Always on Sundays: The California Baseball
League, 1886 to 1915. “The $50,000
amusement facility with its devil’s slide,
roller coaster, merry-go-round and carnival
games was the brain child of Lewis E.
Hanchett. He located the entertainment
center several miles from the heart of town
so patrons would be forced to ride his San
Jose and Santa Clara Railroad Co. trolley line
to the park.”
The late Florence Menteer, an NNA
founding member, reminisced about Luna
Park in the Summer 1995 Northside
newsletter: Growing up in Northside . . . I
remember riding the streetcar with my
mother. We boarded on 17th Street at Empire
and took the Luna Park line back home. It
traveled down 17th Street to the very end. . . .
I remember asking my mother about Luna
Park and she told me it had been a big
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amusement park in the area. As recent
arrivals from Italy in 1912, her brothers
took my dad and her to the park and took
her on a ‘hair-raising’ ride on a roller
coaster. She was never to return! My
hundred-year-old aunt told me about a big
dance hall and how people came from all
over for a day of fun.”
The first baseball game at Luna Park was
held on March 31, 1907. San Jose’s
Prune Pickers defeated the Oakland
Commuters, 2-1. “Frank Arellanes got
the victory, his first of nine straight wins
on his way to a 22-10 record,” writes
Spalding. Included among his victories,
Arellanes threw a no-hitter at Luna Park
on July 4th of 1907 against the Alameda
Grays.
Luna Park also played host to major
leaguers. The Chicago White Sox held
spring training in California in those days,
“and on the way home each year stopped
in San Jose to play against the Santa Clara
College nine,” notes Spalding. The
Boston Red Sox even briefly considered
training at Luna Park because of the
“marvelous accomodations . . . a splendid
grass infield at the ballpark and first-class
climate.” But, says Spalding, in 1915,
when the matter was under consideration,
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“the area’s usually pleasant spring-time
weather turned rotten and frequent rains
washed out the season after only a few
weeks.”
Baseball continued at Luna Park until 1915,
when the California League disbanded.
The San Jose teams had several names
during its Northside heyday – the Prune
Pickers between 1907 and 1909, the Owls
in 1910 and the Bears between 1913
through 1915, the latter the result of a San
Jose Mercury name-the-team contest. San
Jose never won a pennant during this
period, though the local 9 did win titles in
earlier years, including San Jose’s rookie
campaign in 1891 (when play was held at
Agricultural Park at Race St. and The
Alameda.)
“Luna Park did not enjoy a very long run,”
according to a December 1999
retrospective in the San Jose Mercury
News. “It limped along until 1920, when
an axle company bought 12 acres. Soon,
most of the land was subdivided into
industrial tracts.”
Today, the Modern Ice & Cold Storage
facility occupies the site of the former
ballpark. The Coughran family that owns
the Modern Ice facility has plans to sell it
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Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page
What’s Doing at Ellington Library?
Story Time
Preschoolers & Books (ages 3-5)
Fridays, 9:30 - 10 am

491 E. Empire St.

Telephone: 286-5628

www.sjpl.lib.ca.us/Branches/em.htm

Young & Restless (ages to 35 mos.)
Fridays, 10 - 10:20 am

Ellington
Library
head
librarian
Nora
Conte has
been a
great
friend to
the
Northside.

Bilingual (cuentos par ninos, 3-5)
Fridays, 1:15 - 1:45 pm

Homework Center
Tutoring M/W/Th 2:30 - & Tues. 12:30 - 5 pm
Bilingual assistance, Spanish & English
Individual tutoring by appt.: 286-5627
Group tutoring
Curriculum support in reading, writing and
math skills for grades K-8

Spanish Internet Training
Spanish basic internet class on surfing the web
For adults and seniors
Tuesday evenings, 6:30 - 8 pm
Enrollment limited, call 286-5627

Key Phone #s

Mon/Tues Noon-9 pm Wed-Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library
Get invoved with your library!
Meetings First Tuesday each Month. 6:30-7:30pm

Zoe Lofgren,
Congressperson

271-8700

Manny Diaz,
Assemblyperson

269-6500

Blanca Alvarado,
Supervisor

299-2323

CITY OF SAN JOSE
CALL CENTER 277-4000
Cindy Chavez,
City Councilperson

277-5231

Code Enforcement
Ellington Library
Graffiti Hotline
Neighborhood Watch

277-4528
286-5627
277-2758
277-4133

Police

277-5300

EMERGENCY 911
Non-Emergency 311
Vehicle Abatement
Watson Center

277-5305
280-7355

Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Jose Posadas, President
298-4851

13th St. NAC SNI*
Subcommittee Schedule
Friends of Backesto Park
Joe Golda, Chair
Meets 4th Tuesdays/every other month at 7 pm at Backesto Center
Friends of Watson Park
Meets 1st Mondays at 7 pm at Watson Center

goldas@msn.com

Kris Gregory, Chair kristinegregory@yahoo.com

Save San Jose Medical Center
Carrie Doolittle, Chair
cdoo@att.net
Meetings of SSJMC Coalition 2d Mondays at 6:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church,
4th & Santa Clara Sts.
Traffic Subcommittee
Cate Kruse Schroeder, Chair cate@sonic.net
Meets 3rd Mondays at 7 pm at Casa Vicky, 17th & Julian Sts.
Northside Bocce Club
Contact Mary Collins re meeting/event dates.

Mary Collins, Chair mary.collins6@gte.net
or 971-3042

13th St. SNI NAC
Debbie Bybee,
Community Coordinator

277-3610

Don Gagliardi, President

291-2752

Rafles Warners,
N. 13th St. Business Assn.

277-3068

Redevelopment Agency

794-1000

NNA
boardme
mber
Bonnie
Ross.

For more info. about 13th St. SNI, contact 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee
at 277-3610 or debbie.bybee@ci.sj.ca.us
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Northside Neighborhood Association
PO Box 2317
San Jose, California 95109-2317
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

Northside En Espanol!
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort

INSIDE:
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President’s Corner
Update on N. 13th St.
News In Brief

p. 2
p. 3
p. 5

Dream Delivered: Northside Youths
Help Design Watson Skatepark

pp. 6-7

Photos from NNA Barbecue 2003

pp.8-9

KaBoom! Northsiders Help Build
Watson Tot Lot in a Day!

p.10

NoHo: Loft-Style Living Comes to Northside

p.11

Lost Northside: Garden City Pottery
by Don Gagliardi

pp. 12-13

Lost Northside: Luna Park
by Don Gagliardi

p.14

Neighborhood Guide/Calendar

p.15
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