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Northside Columbus Day Bocce Tournament Oct. 9
VOTE YES ON
MEASURE ‘S’
— details at page 14

2nd Annual Celebration & Fundraiser
for Backesto Park Bocce Canopy
Backesto Park will be the site of a Columbus Day Bocce Tournament, October 9, to celebrate the neighborhood’s Italian-American
heritage and to raise funds for a new covering for the bocce courts.
Sponsored by Northside Neighborhood Assn. and Friends of Backesto Park, the tournament has 16 teams competing for a $500 grand
prize, and will feature Italian food, music, silent auction and fun
for the whole family. Entry fee for a 4-person bocce team is $25
per person. To enter a team, contact Northside Bocce Club chair
Mary Collins at 971-3042 or mary.collins6@gte.net.

2d Anual Celebracion y Campana
De Recaudacion de Fondas
El parque de Backesto sera sitio de los torneos de Columbus de un
Bocce del dia, octubre 9, celebra la herencia Italiano-Americana
de la vecindad y levantara los fonds para la sombrilla Nuevo para
el camp de bocce. Patrocinado por la asociacion de la vecindad
de Northside y los amigos de parque de Backesto, los torneos
abierts de dos dias tienanen 16-equipos 4-persona el competir
para el premio $500, y ofreceran comida italiano, la musica, la
subasta silenciosa y la diversion para la familia entera. Para inscriber a un equipo, contacto Mary Collins en 971-3042 o
mary.collins6@gte.net.

Northsiders Frank Barnard (left) and Will Henninger (right) scale
ladders to paint the high trim on the beautiful Asian-influenced
bungalow at 755 Julian as part of the 13th St. NAC volunteer paint-athon held April 24. The house, next door to Las Brasas Mexican
Restaurant, previously had all white peeling paint. Residents gave it a
fresh coat of yellow with green and red trim.

Northside Website: www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna
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NNA past president Don Gagliardi is
among the founders of Soccer Silicon
Valley, a grassroots group devoted to
building a permanent home for pro soccer
in the Bay Area. SSV held a kick-off
rally attracting several hundred people
downtown August 20. The next night,
13th St. NAC held a neighborhood volunteer appreciation night at the San Jose
Earthquakes game against Dallas. Northsiders, including me, got a first-hand look
at the world’s favorite pastime. I know
I’ll be back. Sign the petition to save affordable, major league soccer in San Jose
by visiting www.soccersiliconvalley.com.

P re s i d e n t ’s C o r n e r
by Jose Posadas, President
Northside Neighborhood Assn.
If ever an election was important to
our neighborhood, the upcoming one is
it. The 10-year $25 per parcel property
assessment for San Jose’s libraries
passed in 1994 runs out this year. If a
new assessment on the ballot November 2 fails, there will be severe cutbacks
in service at our local Joyce Ellington
Branch Library (491 Empire St.)
Northside Neighborhood Assn.
(NNA) joins with the Friends of Joyce
Ellington Library in urging you to
VOTE YES ON MEASURE ‘S’ to
preserve the quality of our local library.
(For more info, see page 14).
*****

*****
Many thanks to the volunteers who
turned out July 24 to help break-up and
dispose of concrete from parkstrips all
over the neighborhood as part of the
Northside Parkstrip Garden Project:
NNA boardmembers Frank Barnard,
Gagliardi & Bonnie Ross, also Joe
Golda, Steve Gordy, the Jimenez family, Matt Bruensteiner, Diana King,
Nat Robinson & Jody Wilkinson. Special thanks to Marco Ramirez of N. 14th
St., who provided the heavy equipment
and made such quick work of the job.
Work was completed on 8 houses: 671
Washington, 742 & 750 N. 12th St., 651,
661 & 678 N. 14th Sts., 640 N. 15th St. &
595 N. 16th St. Ramirez’s mastery of the
jackhammer on his bobcat made the job
so easy, reports Barnard, that “we finished off more concrete in 2 hours than
we did all last year. I especially liked
having to change the celebration lunch to

Best wishes for a full recovery from
NNA to N. 17th St. resident Roseanne
Sullivan, who recently underwent chemotherapy in her battle against throat
cancer. We are pleased to welcome
Sullivan as restaurant critic for this
newsletter. (Her review of Birrieria
Jalisco appears at pages 12-13).

** * * *
Congrats to 13th St. NAC for another fine National Night Out in Backesto Park on August 3 (see page 3).
Kudos to the volunteers, especially
13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee, the event project manager.
*****
Thanks to my fellow NNA boardmembers for another great Northside
BBQ last June. (See photos at pages
6-7). Assisting with the event were
boardmembers Ed Berger, Leo Bevilacqua, Chris Bogosian and his
wife, Sara, Chuck Hagenmaier,
Cathy Novello and daughter Tanya,
Ross and her boyfriend Gary Baker,
and Gagliardi.
Bob Ellington, Hagenmaier,
Novello, Robyne Horn, and her sons
Kevin & Scott, among others, put on
another great Northside Flea Market
August 7. (see page 5.) Barnard, Bogosian, Robinson, Gagliardi and
Julian-St. James NA past president
April Keller staffed the 13th St. NAC
booth selling donated items from residents. Our next NNA event is our 2nd
annual Columbus Day Bocce Tournament on Saturday October 9 at
the Backesto Park bocce courts. (See
cover for details.) See you there!

Will,
Michelle &
year-old
Miles
Henninger
of Empire
St. enjoy
the annual
Northside
barbecue in
Backesto
Park last
June.

*****
Northside resident artists Scott
Sympson and Arlene Juntado of N.
9th St. held an exhibition of new works
at the Art of the Sun Studio, 401 E. St.
James St. in July.
*****
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a breakfast because we finished so
early!” Barnard told the Northside
Email Group.
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Update on N. 13th St.

NAC hosts National Night Out in Backesto Park
A regular update on the 13th St. Strong
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI) revitalization
plan:

Right: NAC
member April
Keller and Norma
Tate serve
condiments to
residents with
their free hot dog
dinner at the 3rd
annual National
Night Out in
Backesto Park
August 3.

Over 800 residents thronged Backesto Park on a
warm summer evening August 3 for the Northside
area’s version of National Night Out, making it
one of the largest such events held the same night
in San Jose and across the country. Residents
were attracted by the free hot dogs, chips, sodas,
homemade cookies and a free showing of the family-friendly movie Finding Nemo, sponsored by
13th St. NAC and the N. 13th St. Business Assn.

Below: Sue Eakins
(center), parks
aide to councilmember Cindy
Chavez, reads a
formal city commendation given
to Northsiders
who have led the
Backesto Park
Gateways Project,
(from left to right)
Frank Barnard,
Joe Golda, Nat
Robinson & Will
Henninger.
Devan Golda (age
9) and Miles
Henninger (age
one) also look on.

*****
Several new trees were recently planted along the
N. 13th St. business district by the Redevelopment
Agency as part of the SNI effort. Also, 13th St.
NAC has placed attractive new garbage bins on
various corners along St. John, St. James & Julian
Sts. and in Backesto Park with funding from a city
Community Action & Pride (CAP) grant.
*****
13th St. NAC meets 3rd Thursdays each month at
6:30 pm, typically at Watson Center, 1082 E.
Jackson St. Free dinner served from 6-6:30 pm.
For more info., contact 13th St. coordinator
Debbie Bybee at debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov or
277-3610.

Northside

The Northside Neighborhood
Newsletter

Northside is published quarterly by the Northside
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest. NNA’s mission is
to improve and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform
members, encourage participation in activities which benefit the
Northside and encourage identification with the neighborhood
through social functions.

Donate to
13th St. NAC!
Mail or deliver check or goods to
Debbie Bybee, 13th St. Community
Coordinator, 1082 E. Jackson St.,
San Jose, CA 95112. Ph. 277-3610

The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded
by Julian, Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek. All residents
are automatically members of the association. There are no
dues.

Bocce Club
T-Shirts

Northside’s Board of Directors: Jose Posadas (president);
Don Gagliardi (vice president & acting secretary); Ed Berger
(treasurer); Frank Barnard; Leo Bevilacqua; Chris Bogosian;
Chuck Hagenmaier; Cathy Novello; Joe Rodriguez; Bonnie
Ross; and Joyce Ellington (emeritus).
The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box
2317, San Jose, CA 95109-2317. Telephone: (408) 291-2752.

Donations to
13th St. NAC are
tax deductible.

Sizes Small - 2XL $10 each
Sales proceeds benefit
Friends of Backesto Park

NORTHSIDE, Summer 2004

To Order Contact Mary Collins
mary.collins6@gte.net or 971-3042
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T-Shirts
Friends of Joyce Ellington
Branch Library, San Jose, CA

$12.50 each
Available at the library
491 Empire St., 286-5628
Proceeds help the Friends help
Joyce Ellington Branch Library

San Jose Earthquakes defender Todd
Dunivant supports Soccer Silicon Valley.
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In Brief..........
Dumpster Day Held August 14 —
Another Scheduled for September 18
A dumpster day, sponsored by NNA and the office of
Councilmember Cindy Chavez was held Saturday August 14 for
Northside residents between N. 6th St., Julian, Taylor & N. 16th St.
A second dumpster day for Northside residents east of N. 16th St. to
Coyote Creek is scheduled for Saturday, September 18th.
For more information, contact Chavez’s aide Laura Lam at
277-2388 or laura.lam@sanjoseca.gov.

Above: NNA volunteers (l to r) Nat Robinson, Frank
Barnard, Matt Bruensteiner, Diana King and Jody
Wilkinson remove concrete from a parkstrip on the 600
block of N. 14th St.

FREE Funding Available from
NNA to Landscape Your Parkstrip
NNA, through its Parkstrip Garden Project, funded by a
$25,000 city Community Action & Pride (CAP) grant, is
awarding grants of up to $250 to residents to plant trees and
ground-cover in un-landscaped or under-landscaped parkstrips (the area between the sidewalk and the street).
NNA volunteers removed concrete from parkstrips at 8
houses in 2 hours on July 24. To obtain an application,
contact NNA boardmember Frank Barnard at 956-7232 or
frankbarnard@solectron.com.

Mary Collins Receives NNA’s
Summer 2004 Live Oak Award
Flea market guru Bob Ellington

NNA Annual Flea Market Nets Over
$2000 for Neighborhood Programs
NNA held its annual Flea Market on August 7 in Backesto Park.
The event, in which the neighborhood association leases sales
spaces, raised over $2000 for NNA programs, including funding
bulk mailing of this Northside newsletter, and co-sponsoring the free
youth tennis camp each summer in Backesto Park.

Mary
Collins

13th St. NAC, our local Strong Neighborhoods Initiative group,
raised an additional $800 by selling items donated by residents at its
booth along N. 15th St.
The Northside Flea Market, which attracts several thousand residents
on a Saturday each August, is eagerly anticipated not only for those
selling and buying wares but as an opportunity to socialize with
neighbors while browsing the booths along the park’s perimeter.
Thanks to the entire NNA Flea Market committee, especially longtime chair Bob Ellington and former Northsider Robyne Horn.

Northside Bocce Club
chair Mary Collins,
who lives on Monferino Dr., is the Summer 2004 NNA Live
Oak Award recipient.
Collins leads the effort
to keep up the Backesto bocce courts, assisted with the NNA
2002 bocce clinic and
the 2003 inaugural
Columbus Day Bocce
Tournament, and in
2004 jump-started a
summer bocce league
with teams competing
for the Northside Cup.

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who
materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, the neighborhood
association, or one or more of its residents in the upkeep or beautification of
the neighborhood. Current NNA board members and their families are
ineligible. Send nominations for future Live Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi,
291-2752 or dpg2003@aol.com.
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Scrapbook:

Northside
Annual BBQ
June 5, 2004
in Backesto Park

NNA boardmember Leo Bevilacqua
grills hot dogs and hamburgers in the
circa 1970 barbecue pit built by
Northsiders in Backesto Park.

Right: a group of
neighborhood ladies chow
down at the barbecue.
Next page, below left:
Cassie & Gabriel
Benavides, niece and
nephew of NNA president
Jose Posadas, perform a
traditional Mexican dance.
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Left: Laura Lam, aide to councilmember
Cindy Chavez, is bug-eyed with excitement
about the Northside barbecue. Kids of all ages
enjoyed the balloon creations at the event.

Near left: NNA
president Jose
Posadas, John
Menteer and
Tanya Novello
(age 15) dig in at
the food line.
Below left: a
neighborhood boy
takes his swings at
the SpongeBob
Squarepants
piñata.

North 12th St. resident Charlie Montoya
(right), Eduardo Robledo
(left) and their band, “4Con3”, provided
entertainment for the 2d straight year.
NORTHSIDE, Summer 2004
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Left: artist John
Kurtyka in his
Northside studio with
examples of his work.
Below: Northside artist
Kate Mulligan’s poster
for a performance at Le
Petit Trianon Theatre
on N. 5th St.

Cannery Row: Artist Lofts Abound
in Former Northside Cannery
by Don Gagliardi
Hidden in the industrial space along
Taylor St. is a true artists’ colony.
On the ground floor, barely noticeable
from the street, is the Bay Area Glass
Institute (BAGI), which provides space
for glass-blowing artists, gives classes
and has a small gift shop. (See, Northside, Winter 2004, at pp. 10-11). Invisible to the outside world, though, are the
subdivided second-story loft spaces
leased to local artists.
“I believe there are 14 artists” in residence in the building at 401 E. Taylor,
says artist Agnes Derbin-Caulfield, who
has occupied studio 266 for over three
years. “I came upon it by accident. I
took a class from an artist here, and I
enjoyed the sense of community, both in
the building and the surrounding area.”
Many of these Northside artists unveiled
their studios the first weekend last May
as part of the annual Silicon Valley Open
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‘Hidden in the

industrial space
along Taylor St.
is a true artists’
colony . . . .
Invisible to the
outside world are
the subdivided
second-story loft
spaces leased to
local artists. There
are 14 artists in
residence.’
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Studios program.
Derbin-Caulfield does oil-on-canvas
landscape and still-life paintings. “I
consciously chose to be in San Jose to do
my artwork,” she says. “I like the energy in San Jose,” Derbin-Caulfield
adds, noting that she appreciates the urban feel of the surrounding neighborhood.
Another Taylor St. artist, John Kurtyka,
in studio 230, has taught art at over 100
schools in the Santa Clara Valley, including at Grant School about three
years ago. Kurtyka, who lives in San
Jose, has only been in residence on Taylor St. since last September, but he
started painting when he was only fouryears-old.
“I did a picture on a wall in my house
with crayons. My parents liked it, and
that encouraged my behavior,” Kurtyka
recalls. He speculates that his life might
have turned out quite differently if they
hadn’t.

Left: Allen
Figone with
one of his
landscapes.
Figone once
worked at
the site when
it was a
cannery.

A former surfer, Kurtyka did the stage backdrop
for the production of Patero y Yo at Le Petit
Trianon Theatre on N. 5th St. His partner, Kate
Mulligan, who shares his studio, designed the
poster for the show. (For more of Kurtyka’s
work go to www.utopia.org/jk/index.html.)
Allen Figone, who was born and raised in San
Jose, worked canning vegetables at the same
Taylor St. site during its former life as the TriValley Cannery. He’s been an artist-inresidence (in studio 248) for three years now.
His work is perhaps the most traditional of those
I viewed, primarily landscapes and travel scenes,
many by commission. (You can view some of
his work at www.californiafinearts.com.)
Kevin Callahan (studio 259), who lives in the
Evergreen district of San Jose, has worked out of
the Taylor St. site for the past three years. He
also paints, but his preferred medium (and his
most appealing work), are his black-and-white
drawings. Callahan donates a piece every year
to “Visual Aid” in San Francisco, which collects
art donations from a variety of artists and sells
each item for $100. The proceeds benefit artists
with life-threatening afflictions.

Top: Agnes Derbin-Caulfield with some of
her landscapes of Bay Area wetlands. Above:
Kate Curry talks art in her Northside studio.
Right: Kate’s work, “Arisen.”

Kate Curry has been painting for more than 25
years. She completed a show for the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art at Fort Mason in
July, held a show in August at Stanford University, and in September at the Pacific Grove Art
Center. Curry teaches painting from her Taylor
St. studio (#218); she currently has four students. (To see more of Curry’s work, go to
www.katecurry.com.)
Curry is thrilled to have her own studio space
away from her house and finds the Taylor St.
lofts ideal (if slightly pricy) for her needs. “It’s
a neat space,” agrees Derbin-Caulfield.

Above: Kevin Callahan.
Right: one of his prints.
NORTHSIDE, Summer 2004
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‘Although San Jose has changed
a great deal over the last 65
years since she moved to the
Northside, Eleanor’s N. 12th St.
block has remained much the
same as when she arrived.
Three families on her block have
lived there even longer than she
has.’

Northside Oral History Project

Eleanor Currie: Money Can’t Buy
Me Love
by Bonnie Ross
In the cozy kitchen of her N. 12th St. home,
wallpapered in a cheerful yellow and white
stripe, Eleanor Currie let me in on one of
the guiding principles in her long and full
life: “Anything that money can’t buy is
superior to fame or fortune – namely health,
faith and love.”

was heated by a wood-burning stove and
cooking was done on a stone heated by
the same stove. The house had no electricity, but eventually a gas line was
piped in and the family enjoyed the novelty of gas lights. When Eleanor’s father
Antonio Alzernaz passed away, his
widow Maria took charge of the farm.
Eleanor and her older sister, Mae, both
graduated from Washington Union High
School in Centerville.

Currie attributes her pragmatic philosophy
to her mother, Maria Alzernaz, who immigrated from Portugal to the U.S. and was
widowed when Eleanor was six years old.
Currie has lived in the same Northside
house for 65 years and had much to share
about the way things once were and the way
things have changed.

In 1939, at age 19, Currie moved to San
Jose, to the home she still inhabits on N.
12th near Empire St. In an autobiography she wrote for her grandchildren,
Currie wrote: “This home had just been
built and was thought to be ideal. We
still think it is.”

Currie was born in 1920 on a 34-acre farm
in Warm Springs, twelve miles north of San
Jose in an area now part of Fremont. The
farm was situated in an isolated area and the
Alzernaz family lived more than a mile
from their nearest neighbor. The farmhouse

The house, which originally had two
bedrooms and one bath, was built by J.L.
Haskins, a realtor in downtown San Jose.
He built the house on speculation and
sold it to the Alzernaz family for $3,700.
Currie and her husband Harold later
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added a bedroom and another bathroom.
Twelfth St. was a convenient location,
Currie says, because the Peerless bus traveled along 13th St. and up to Oakland
Rd., which before the freeways were built
served as the main road to Oakland.
Northsiders could also take the Luna Park
bus to downtown.
When Eleanor first moved to the Northside, it was mostly an Italian neighborhood, with a smattering of Portuguese and
other ethnicities. In those days, Grant
School was located on Empire St. where
the Joyce Ellington Library now stands.
Across the street from Grant School, Currie recalls, were two “very nice” grocers,
Sunseri’s on 10th & Empire and Brocato’s on 11th & Empire. Franco’s Market was on 13th & Washington.
The building on Empire & 13 th St. that
now houses a Laundromat was originally
a plumbing shop owned by William
Sherpa. Sherpa also owned the stately

apartment building that still stands on the southwest corner of Empire & 12th Sts. In Currie’s day, Backesto
Park could be accessed via a pedestrian tunnel across
13th St.
After graduating from high school, Currie attended Heald
Business College and became a dental assistant, doing
secretarial and billing work for dentists in the MedicalDental Bldg. at N. 6th & Santa Clara Sts. In 1939, she
earned $25 per week, which was considered a very good
salary. She was able to walk to work.
Eleanor met her husband Harold Currie through a college
friend. Harold served in the Air Force until 1945, when
World War II ended. On his discharge, he and Eleanor
married and stayed on with Eleanor’s elderly mother in
the house on N. 12th St. Harold went to work for W.T.
Groshing Co. in Los Gatos as a painting contractor.
When Groshing retired, Harold began running the company. The Curries will celebrate their 59th wedding anniversary in September 2004.
In the 1940s, “San Jose was a fun town,” Eleanor recalls.
There were dances with the top name big bands of the
day at the San Jose Civic Auditorium, the Coconut
Grove Ballroom in Santa Cruz and the Sweets Ballroom
in Oakland. Glen Miller and Artie Shaw’s bands played
San Jose during the height of the big band era. Currie
remembers seeing Frank Sinatra perform at Sweet’s.
About downtown, Currie says, “San Jose had lovely
stores with beautifully decorated windows, where one
could purchase just about anything needed.” Currie can
also recall picnicking in Alum Rock Park, but by the
time she moved to San Jose, the trolley along Alum Rock
Ave. was already out of operation.
The Curries raised two daughters on the Northside,
Christie and Cynthie, both of whom became schoolteachers in San Jose. Today, the Curries share their 12th St.
home with a pet dog, Rusty. Eleanor retired in 1970,
and today volunteers for Skills Plus, a program that helps
stroke victims. She is an active member of Holy Cross
Church.
Eleanor also indulges in her hobby of making exquisite
hand-painted porcelain objects. She has a kiln for firing
the porcelain in a shed behind her house, and she belongs
to a club for porcelain painters and participates in shows.
Although San Jose has changed a great deal over the last
65 years, Eleanor’s N. 12th St. block has remained much
the same as when she first moved to San Jose. Three
families on her block have lived there even longer than
she has. Eleanor appreciates the work NNA has done to
improve the neighborhood, and she looks favorably on
its evolving demographics. “The new people who have
moved in have made the community more interesting and
unique,” according to Currie. “San Jose remains a great
city.”
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Above: Eleanor
Currie’s Northside
home 65 years ago,
in 1939, when she
moved in, and today,
with her husband of
nearly six decades,
Harold.
Left: the historic
Medical-Dental Bldg.
at N. 6th & Santa
Clara Sts. where
Eleanor worked, as
shown in a circa
1940s postcard. The
building contains
apartments today.
Below left: Eleanor
with one of her
hand-painted
porcelain plates.
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Eating Around the Northside

Birrieria Jalisco: Got Goat?
by Roseanne Sullivan
Even if you didn't notice the goat head
on the overhead sign for Birrieria
Jalisco it’s harder to miss another
similar painting on the window to the
right of the entrance door. If you pay
attention you can see that the quirky
painting shows a goat’s head in a bowl
with its tongue hanging out. I walked
right by both of these rather obvious
clues without noticing when I first
wandered into this little restaurant on
13th St. near the Vision Graphics design shop on the corner of Taylor on a
hot Sunday afternoon last summer.
Perhaps because the front window is
crowded with neon advertisements for
Mexican beers, I had the impression
that the word birrieria had something
to do with beer.
The menu at the time of my first visit
was only in Spanish, but even with my
limited grasp of the language, I was
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‘The first time I went, I
was the only Anglo there.
The wait staff speaks
little English, but if you
don’t speak Spanish, you
can point at the menu . . .
The place was very
crowded and there was
a wait for a seat,
but the energy was good,
and the flavor of the
goat stew when it
arrived made the meal
unforgettable.’
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able to figure out that the specialty of the
house is a kind of goat stew, called birria. While I’m at it, I would like to share
a related insight with all other nonSpanish speaking foodies—that a birrieria is a restaurant that serves birria, in
this case the especialidad de la casa.
Don't be turned off by the idea of eating
goat. If you've got an ounce of adventurousness in you, you've got to try it.
You'll be glad you did.
Goat is not the only thing they serve at
Birrieria Jalisco. A new very attractive
menu with color illustrations was available at my most recent visit, in both English and Spanish. The menu offers
Mexican dishes of many kinds to eat in
or take out.
Tacos, burritos, tortas (sandwiches),
soups and seafood are priced from $2.00
on the low end for an a la carte enchilada
to $10.25 at the high end for some of the
seafood dishes. Caldo siete mares,

which can be literally translated as seven
seas soup is translated non-literally as
"mixed seafood soup" on the menu, and
it, along with the shrimp and mixed seafood cocktails are the items at the high
end of the price range.
Some important items not translated at
all on the menu are the tortilla de arina
(flour tortillas), tortilla de maiz (corn
tortillas), and the choices for taco fillings, which include birria (which we all
know by now means “goat”), cabeza
(head meat), al pastor (lamb), tripas
(tripe), and pollo (chicken).

Bebidas (beverages) range from milk, to
aquas frescas: tamarind and the delicious
cinnamon flavored rice drink called horchata (pronounced orchata). You can also
get domestic and Mexican sodas and beers.
Deserts include rice pudding (arroz con
lecho), flan (Spanish-style custard), and
gelatinas (gelatin deserts) for $2.50.
The first time I went, I was the only Anglo
there. The wait staff speaks little English,
but if you don't speak Spanish, you can
point at the menu to let them know what
you want. To get the check, try saying, La

I decided to be adventurous and try the
goat stew, in the chica (small-sized) portion for $6.75, and I liked it so much I
ordered it again the second time I went
back. The generous serving of meat in a
good sized bowl is tender and the broth
is intensely savory.

An inflated beachball sized mock up of a
soccer ball advertising Corona beer
hangs from the ceiling near the juke box,
and small flags hang over the tables advertising Pacifico. The juke box has a
large selection in Spanish.

The restaurant was much less crowded
when I returned this Spring on a late
Saturday afternoon to talk over Northside news and this article with editor
Don Gagliardi, and the birria was still
very, very good.

Like the best of similar meat dishes the
world over, birria includes vinegar or
fruit juices, or a combination of vinegar
and fruit juices, which provide a needed
edge to cut through the richness of the
meat. (Think of pho, the Vietnamese
soup that comes with rua, a basil-like
herb, fresh bean sprouts, and lime or
lemon wedges. Or Chinese sweet and
sour soup.)

Birria is served with hot fresh corn tortillas wrapped in a cloth in a plastic basket and with a condiments rack containing bowls of chopped onion, cilantro,
and cut-up lemons. You can add the condiments to the stew to suit your taste.
The stew goes especially well with
cerveza ( beer).

A few words about the decor. A picture
of Santa Maria de la Purification draped
with a super sized black rosary, and a
prayer to San Martin Caballero, popular
patron saint of businesses in Mexico, are
on the counter that separates the cooking
area from the tables.

My first time, the place was very
crowded with families there for Sunday
dinner after church, and the room was
hot in the early afternoon sun. The eight
tables were full and there was a wait for
a seat, but the energy was good, and the
flavor of the goat stew when it arrived
made the meal unforgettable for all the
best reasons.

The birria sauce is typically a blend of
many flavorings, with some regional
variations: garlic, one or several types of
chiles, tomato, bay leaves, fresh ginger,
marjoram, and oregano.

One of my favorite lentil soups includes
ground beef with the juice of a lime
squeezed into it, and the lime lifts the
rich taste of the legumes and meat into a
lighter, higher plane.) The chiles don’t
make the dish hot; they add dimension to
it. The tenderness of the meat is due in
large part from its being marinated in the
sauce before long slow cooking.

cuenta por favor (Lah quaint-ah pour
fahv-oar).

Birreria Jalisco is located at 693 N. 13th
St. 288-9437. Hours: 9 am to 8 pm
weekdays and to 9 pm weekends. Eat In
or take out.

‘Don’t be turned off
by the idea of eating
goat. If you’ve got
an ounce of
adventurousness in
you, you’ve got to try
it. You’ll be glad you
did.’

"Eating around the Northside" will be a
regular review of neighborhood eateries.
Our restaurant critic, Roseanne Sullivan, is a writer and artist who has resided on N. 17th St. for three years.
Sullivan says she is "pleased that this
neighborhood has all kinds of amenities
you don't find in the suburbs, such as
restaurants within walking distance, not
to mention sidewalks."
Contact Sullivan at: roseannesullivan@sbcglobal.net. For her other
writings see www.geocities.com/
roseannesullivan. and
roseannesullivan.blogspot.com.

— Roseanne Sullivan
NORTHSIDE, Summer 2004
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NNA & Friends of Ellington Library Recommend: Vote Yes on Measure S !!!

Library Parcel Tax on November 2 Ballot
by Don Gagliardi
Vote “Yes on Measure S” November 2.
That’s the rallying cry of NNA and
Friends of Joyce Ellington Branch
Library, a group dedicated to ensuring our
local library can maintain quality service
in these tough economic times.
Measure ‘S’ would tax parcels at $25 to
support San Jose’s Public Library system.
Passage of the measure requires support
of two-thirds of the city’s voters. “If you
think the parcel tax is expensive, try buying from Barnes & Noble what you borrow from the library every year,” says
Friends chair Walter Hudson, who lives
on N. 9th St. “Do the math.”
A decade ago, in 1994, San Jose voters
overwhelmingly supported a ten-year
$25-per-single-family parcel property
assessment for library funding. This
funding runs out this year, and unless it is
replaced by a parcel tax, library services
will be seriously curtailed.

According to figures from the San Jose Public Library, the 1994 assessment has paid
for 2.1 million new volumes (over 53,000 at
our local library alone), and over 70 percent
of the library materials budget. The assessment has also allowed the purchase of over
400 PCs with internet capability, and 41selfcheckout machines, online renewals, reserves and electronic information resources
accessible 24/day, 7days/week.
A sunset of assessment funding could not
have come at a worse time. Not only is the
City of San Jose experiencing unprecedented budget shortfalls everywhere, but
public library services are in greater demand
than ever. In fiscal year 2003, a record
nearly 13.5 million items were borrowed,
more than 15 percent over the prior year and
a three-fold increase from the 4.8 million
borrowed in FY 1995, the first year of the
assessment. During FY 2003, Nearly 5.5
million customers visited San Jose libraries
city-wide, more than the combined attendance at S.F. Giants and Oakland A’s major
league baseball games in 2002.

If the parcel tax is not passed, the San
Jose public library system will lose
roughly 2/3 of its annual budget for
books and other materials and will lose
funding for 40 employees — one of
every eight current librarians.
“The library relies heavily on assessment district funds for materials,
technology and especially staff,” says
Ellington Branch head librarian Nora
Conte, who worries that our local
branch faces lay-offs and drastic cutbacks in hours of service if a new
measure is not passed. “I don’t know
how we’ll make it if this parcel tax
doesn’t pass.”
Friends of Joyce Ellington Library is a
subcommittee of 13th St. NAC, part of
San Jose’s Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative. The Friends meet 1st Tuesdays each month at the library, 491 E.
Empire St. For more info., to join the
Friends or make a contribution, contact
librarian Sharon Snow at 286-5628.

Picture Yourself in Print!
Here’s your chance to make an appearance in the Northside newsletter, the publication directly
targeted to your neighbors. Simply submit a snapshot of yourself, family members or friends
sporting their Northside wear at an exotic locale, in Europe, the east coast, or even Disneyland —
anywhere outside the ‘hood, really — and we’ll try to publish one every issue.
Send photos c/o Don Gagliardi, 303 Almaden Blvd., Suite 500, San Jose, CA 95110. Be sure to
identify the persons and places in photos and provide return address and phone number so photos
can be returned.

Friends of
Joyce Ellington
Branch Library

T-Shirts
$12.50
Available at the library.
491 Empire St. 286-5628
NNA past president Don Gagliardi sports his
Friends of Ellington Library t-shirt at the British
colonial-era Raffles Hotel in Singapore.
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Proceeds help the
Friends help the Library!
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Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn.

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page
What’s Doing at Ellington Library?
Story Time
Preschoolers & Books (ages 3-5)
Fridays, 10—10:30 am

Mon/Wed. 11am –8 pm Thurs-Sat. 10am - 6pm
491 Empire St., 286-5628
www.sjpl.lib.ca.us/Branches/em.htm

Young & Restless (ages to 35 mos.)
Fridays, 10:30 - 10:50 am
Bilingual (cuentos par ninos, 3-5)
Fridays, 1:15 - 1:45 pm

REMEMBER TO VOTE
‘YES’ON MEASURE ‘S’ IN
NOVEMBER. SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY!

Zoe Lofgren,
Congressperson

271-8700

Manny Diaz,
Assemblyperson

269-6500

Blanca Alvarado,
Supervisor

299-2323

CITY OF SAN JOSE
CALL CENTER 277-4000

Homework Center
For starting times and dates, contact
Joyce Ellington Library at 286-5627
Bilingual assistance, Spanish & English
Individual tutoring by appt.: 286-5627
Curriculum support in reading, writing and
math skills for grades K-8

Key Phone #s

NNA grand dame and library namesake
Joyce Ellington with her balloon bouquet at
the 2004 annual Northside barbecue.

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library
Get invoved with your library!
Meetings First Tuesday each Month. 6:30-7:30pm

Cindy Chavez,
City Councilperson

277-5231

Code Enforcement
Ellington Library
Graffiti Hotline
Neighborhood Watch

277-4528
286-5627
277-2758
277-4133

Police

277-5300

EMERGENCY 911
Non-Emergency 311
Vehicle Abatement
Watson Center

277-5305
280-7355

Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Jose Posadas, President
298-4851

13th St. NAC SNI*
Subcommittee Schedule
Friends of Backesto Park
Joe Golda, Chair
Meets periodically at Backesto Center, contact chair for next date

goldas@msn.com
293-0472

Friends of Watson Park
Gabrielle Wilder, Chair gabriellewilder1@aol.com
Meets periodically at Watson Center, contact chair for next date
Save San Jose Medical Center
Carrie Doolittle, Chair
cdoo@att.net
Meetings of SSJMC Coalition 2d Mondays at 6:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church,
4th & Santa Clara Sts.
Traffic Subcommittee
Meets 2d Mondays at 7 pm at Watson Center

Cate Kruse Schroeder, Chair cate@sonic.net

Northside Bocce Club
Contact Mary Collins re meeting/event dates.

Mary Collins, Chair mary.collins6@gte.net
or 971-3042

Friends of Joyce Ellington Branch Library
Meets 1st Tuesdays at 6:30 pm at the library

Walter Hudson, Chair wlhudson@pacbell.net
or 286-2091

Northside Parents Group
Rick Schertle

279-0307

13th St. SNI NAC
Debbie Bybee, Comm. Cdtr.
Don Gagliardi, President

277-3610
291-2752

N. 13th St. Business Assn.
Gary Sunseri, President

288-6216

Redevelopment Agency
Christine Velasquez

794-1000

NNA
longtime
treasurer
Ed Berger
at the
2004
annual
Northside
barbecue.

For more information, contact 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee at 277-3610
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Northside Neighborhood Association
PO Box 2317
San Jose, California 95109-2317
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

Northside En Espanol!
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

VOTE YES ON MEASURE ‘S’ ON NOVEMBER 2 !! (See Page 14 for details)
County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort

INSIDE:
President’s Corner
Update on N. 13th St.
News In Brief
Scrapbook: Photos from Northside BBQ 2004
Northside Artists Colony
Northside Oral History Project: Eleanor Currie
Restaurant Review: Birrieria Jalisco
Neighborhood Guide/Calendar

p. 2
p. 3
p. 5
pp. 6-7
pp.8-9
pp. 10-11
p.12-13
p.15

693
N. 13th St.
288-9437
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