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New SJPD Chief Rob Davis Speaks March 18th!
Top Cop to Address Northsiders
at Horace Mann School
Rob Davis, the newly-named chief of the San Jose Police Dept. will be
the featured speaker at the upcoming general meeting of the Northside
Neighborhood Assn. (NNA) on Thursday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Horace Mann Elementary School, 55 N. 7th St. FREE dinner will be
served beginning at 6 p.m. The event, held in conjunction with the 13th
St. Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC), and its constituent
neighborhood associations — the Horace Mann Neighborhood Assn., the
Julian St. James Neighborhood Assn., the Hensley Historic Dist., and
NNA —, will include an opportunity for questions to Chief Davis from
community members. Don’t miss this chance to meet the new police
chief.

Uno de los mejores policia se dirigio a los
Northsiders en la escuela de Horace Mann
Rob Davis el recien nombrado jefe de policia en el departmento de San
Jose sera orador representador en la proxima reunion general del la
vecindario asociacion de Northside (NNA) el Jueves, 18 de Marzo a las
6:30 p.m. El evento sera componente con los asociaciones de vecindad
— el asociacion de Horace Mann Vecindad, el asociacion de Julian St.
James Vecindad, el Districto de Hensley Historico y NNA —, abra
oportunidades para aser preguntas a jefe Davis de los miembros de las
comunidades. No pierdas esa oportunidad de conocer el Nuevo jefe de

Photo: Nine-year-old St. John St. resident Nereida Sanchez (right)
and N. 14th St. resident Nat Robinson (left) tie a newly-planted tree
to a stake at 511 St. John St. last November 8. Robinson is the
Winter 2004 NNA Live Oak Awardee. (See page 5).
More photos from the St. John St. treeplanting at page 8.

Northside Website: www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna
NORTHSIDE, Winter 2004

Page 1

Congratulations to twins Mathhew
and Marshey Brown, age 13, the first
recipients of Coughran Youth Sports
Scholarships through the 13th St.
Neighborhood Advisory Committee
(NAC), Northside Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative (SNI) group. The scholarships
will fully pay Mathhew’s and Marshey’s
participation in the Acorn Oscar Bailey
Track Club. Based in the East Bay, the
club competes nationally.
(For more
info. on the Coughran Fund, see page
14).

P re s i d e n t ’s C o r n e r
by Jose Posadas, President
Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Happy new year! Even though it
will be late February or March before
you read this, it’s not too late to resolve
to volunteer to make our great
neighborhood even better. If you’re
interested in getting involved with the
neighborhood association., contact me
a t
4 9 9 - 5 6 0 1
o r
jposadas2002@earthlink.net.
*****
Thanks to my old boss,
councilmember Cindy Chavez, for
o nce again sp o nso r in g NNA’ s
Halloween glow-in-the-dark necklace
giveaway.
I’m told that Cindy
sponsored more than 25,000 of the
necklaces in her downtown area district,
nearly a thousand of which were given
away on the Northside.
*****

*****
Over 40 flowering trees were planted
up and down St. John St. last November 8
as part of the 13th St. SNI effort to make
the street a walking-friendly “pedestrian
corridor.” (See photos at pages 8-9).
Although St. John St. is not technically in
the Northside — it goes through the
nearby Horace Mann and Julian St. James
neighbor hood s — never theless,
Northsiders were out in force to lend a
hand. Besides me, NNA past president
Don Gagliardi and NNA boardmember
Bonnie Ross participated along with N.
19th St. residents Anthony and Vicky
Ortiz, and, not surprisingly, N. 14th St.
resident Nat Robinson, who is the Winter
2004 NNA Live Oak Award recipient due
to his great volunteer spirit. (See page
5). Kudos to event organizers, Cate
Kruse Schroeder and Patti Phillips,
along with all volunteers from the various
neighborhoods and Our City Forest.
*****
13th St. NAC is seeking donations for
implementing its exciting revitalization

Welcome aboard to the newest NNA
board members, Taylor St. resident Joe
Rodriguez, a columnist for the San Jose
Mercury News, N. 15th St. resident
Frank Barnard, a past recipient of the
NNA Live Oak Award, and Northside
Bocce Club member Leo Bevilacqua of
N. 17th St., whose “Leo’s Lions” squad
won 3rd place at the Northside
Columbus Day Bocce Tournament last
fall.

You can also get your tax
deduction by donating old stuff that
you might otherwise sell at a garage
sale, so that 13th St. NAC can sell it
instead at the annual Northside flea
market. See the ad on the next page
for details on where to send your
donations.
*****
That was the best ever Northside
annual Holiday Potluck last December
3. As usual, we had a wonderful meal
and an opportunity to socialize with
our neighbors.
Thanks to those
helping with the event, Gagliardi,
Ross, NNA boardmembers Ed
Berger, Chuck Hagenmaier, Cathy
Novello (and Tanya and Vanessa
Novello also), and 13th St. SNI
community coordinator Debbie Bybee
and her assistant Norma Tate.
Special thanks to Lai Lai’s Chinese
Restaurant (797 E. Julian St.) and to
Bronco’s Mexican Restaurant (498
N. 13th St.) for donating delicious
entrees for the event.
*****

Congrats to NNA
boardmember Bonnie Ross,
who was featured on the
San Jose Mercury News in
January (shown left).
Bonnie re-landscaped her
barren backyard with
native, drought-tolerant
plants, transforming it into
an official wildlife habitat.

*****
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plan for our area (see article and ad on
page 3). Through the SNI, residents
are taking charge of making our
neighborhoods better, and what’s
really great is that your donations are
tax deductible, and unrestricted money
donations are matched up to an annual
aggregate of $1,000 under the the
President’s Matching Fund. (Last year
only $429 in unrestricted donations
were made and matched; let’s try to
get at least the thousand dollars this
year!)
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Update on N. 13th St.

Progress Made on 13th St. SNI Plan
in 2003 Despite City Budget Woes
A regular update on the 13th St. Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative (SNI) revitalization plan:
Over 40 trees were
planted on St. John St.
in November.

Progress was made during 2003 on several top 10 priorities in the
13th St. SNI revitalization plan despite the fact that the city’s
redevelopment agency budget for SNI projects was frozen for most
of the year due to the state budget crisis.
One-Way Couplet Conversion. Full funding was restored for
converting N. 3rd & 4th Sts. from one-way to two-way traffic.

Coyote Creek Trail. The city hired a trails coordinator, and
community feasibility study meetings finally got underway for a
Coyote Creek trail connecting with Watson Park.

13th St. Streetscape Improvements. Design was completed in
2003 and work began this January on pedestrian-scale antique
lighting and tree-planting along the N. 13th St. business corridor.

Pedestrian Corridors. The NAC received funding for attractive
street garbage bins for the pedestrian corridors. In November, over
40 trees were planted along St. John St. (See pages 8-9).

N. 13th St. Business Assn. The business association put on its
second successful National Night Out in Backesto Park last August
(see, Northside, Fall 2003, at p.5), co-sponsored the Northside
Columbus Day Bocce Tournament (see id.,at pp. 8-9), and also
welcomed some new neighborhood-friendly businesses to the strip,
like Gecko’s Grill and Panaderia. (id., at p.10).

Traffic Calming. Thanks to pressure from Northsiders, the city’s
Dept. of Transportation has recommended traffic circles for 18th &
Jackson and 18th & Empire Sts. (See page 5). Also, stop signs
were installed at 17th & Mission Sts.

Backesto Park. The bocce tournament raised nearly $5,000 for a
new bocce court covering, and in December the city submitted an
application for federal Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding for the bocce canopy as well as for antique
pedestrian scale street lights around the park to complement those
being installed on N. 13th St. Also, work began on elegant
gateways for the park. (See page 5.)

Northside

The Northside Neighborhood
Newsletter

Northside is published quarterly by the Northside
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest. NNA’s mission is
to improve and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform
members, encourage participation in activities which benefit the
Northside and encourage identification with the neighborhood
through social functions.

Save San Jose Medical Center. 13th St. NAC and NNA held a
town hall meeting in March 2003, garnering commitments from the
city and the county to fund a study of the effects of closure. (See,
Northside, Spring 2003, at p.18).
13th St. NAC meets 3rd Thursdays of each month at 6:30 pm,
typically at Watson Center, 1082 E. Jackson St. Free dinner served
from 6-6:30 pm. For more info., contact 13th St. coordinator
Debbie Bybee at debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov or 277-3610.

Donate to
13th St. NAC!
Mail or deliver check or goods to
Debbie Bybee, 13th St. Community
Coordinator, 1082 E. Jackson St.,
San Jose, CA 95112. Ph. 277-3610

The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded
by Julian, Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek. All residents
are automatically members of the association. There are no
dues.

Bocce Club
T-Shirts

Northside’s Board of Directors: Jose Posadas (president);
Don Gagliardi (vice president & acting secretary); Ed Berger
(treasurer); Frank Barnard; Leo Bevilacqua; Chuck Hagenmaier;
Cathy Novello; Joe Rodriguez; Bonnie Ross; Tammy Wheeler;
and Joyce Ellington (emeritus).
The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box
2317, San Jose, CA 95109-2317. Telephone: (408) 291-2752.

Donations to
13th St. NAC are
tax deductible.

Sizes Small - 2XL $10 each
Sales proceeds benefit
Friends of Backesto Park
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To Order Contact Mary Collins
mary.collins6@gte.net or 971-3042
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First Set of Backesto Park Gateways
Erected at 13th & Empire Sts.

In Brief..........

Friends of Backesto Park have erected the first pair of elegant
cobblestone and granite gateways to the historic Northside park.
The brainchild of N. 14th St. resident and Friends chair Joe
Golda, gateways will eventually grace every Backesto Park
entranceway. The completed first set, funded in part by a San
Jose Beautiful grant (see Northside, “In Brief”, Summer 2003,
at p.5) is at the corner of N. 13th & Empire Sts. near the
handball courts. NNA has received a $2,045 grant from
Community Foundation Silicon Valley toward an additional set
of gateways. Golda, along with usual neighborhood suspects
Frank Barnard (N. 15th St.), Will Henninger, Mike Raber, Nat
Robinson (see below), and others, spent countless Sunday
mornings over the past several months on the project. “F* * * *
awesome,” was the verdict from NNA past president Don
Gagliardi when the decorative urns were installed and acid
washed. To donate time or money to the Backesto Park
Gateways Project, contact Joe Golda at 293-0472 or

Right: one
of a pair of
(at the
time)
unfinished
gateways
adorning
the 13th &
Empire St.
entrance to
Backesto
Park.
When
done, the
gateways
will
include
ceremonial
plaques
and
planted tea
trees.

Nat Robinson Receives NNA’s
Winter 2004 Live Oak Award

Traffic Circles Approved for
18th St. at Jackson & Empire Sts.

N. 14th St. resident Nat Robinson is the Winter 2004
recipient of NNA’s Live Oak Award. Robinson is a regular
and extremely active volunteer in the Northside Parkstrip
Garden Project and the Backesto Park Gateways Project. He
also volunteered at the 13th St. NAC booth at last year’s
Northside Flea Market as well as at the inaugural Northside
Columbus Day Bocce Tournament.

‘Nat Robinson
is one of
Northside’s
best assets.’

Traffic circles have been proposed by San Jose’s Dept. of
Transportation (DOT) as a solution to anecdotal evidence of
speeding problems presented by concerned residents along N. 18th
St.
Temporary circles will be installed soon at the intersections of 18th
& Jackson and 18th & Empire Sts. If deemed an appropriate fix, the
circles will become permanent in two to three years, provided there
is money available in the city budget.

— Joe Golda

DOT representative Al Gonzalez announced the decision at the
December 10 meeting of the Traffic Subcommittee of the 13th St.
Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC), part of the city’s Strong
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI).
Gonzalez “advocated a more aggressive solution than DOT policy
most times dictates,” according to subcommittee chair Cate KruseSchroeder. “As a result, the residents of 18th St. now will have a
physical device to calm traffic. This represents, I believe, a
fundamental shift in partnership with the DOT for our
neighborhood.”
“We were really pleased with the turnout for the meeting, and how
much people cared about the issue of dangerous speeding on our
street, and to see everybody working together,” said N. 18th St.

Nat
Robinson
at the
St. John
St. tree
planting
last fall.
The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who
materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, the neighborhood
association, or one or more of its residents in the upkeep or beautification of
the neighborhood. Current NNA board members and their families are
ineligible. Send nominations for future Live Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi,
291-2752 or dpg2003@aol.com.
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Double Play: Dedication Held on New
Bernal Park Expanded to Twice its Original Size
by Don Gagliardi
Below:
councilmember
Cindy Chavez
throw out the
first pitch at
the new Little
League field.

Culminating a nearly two-decade odyssey
for local activists, on January 31 city
officials cut the ribbon on a $1.8 million
expansion and renovation of Raymond
Bernal, Jr. Park. Originally 3.1 acres,
Bernal Park is now 6.16 acres, nearly
twice its former size, and takes up the
entire city block bounded by Hedding and
Mission between N. 7th and 8th Sts.
“The new park has a large plaza area, a
new relocated Little League field, an open
turf area for soccer, volleyball or other
activities, a large group picnic area,
jogging path as well as trees and
benches,” says Sue Eakins, an aide to
councilmember Cindy Chavez, who
presided at the dedication of the improved
park. The park will also have pooperscoopers for dogs, bathrooms, a hidden
garbage area, and a huge gateway on the
8th St. side, says N. 7th St. resident
Victoria Taketa, who lives across from
the park.
Both Chavez and her predecessor, former
councilmember David Pandori, and their
staffs “have been just great” in making
the dream of a new park a reality,
exclaims N. 2nd St. resident Morgan
Wines, a past-co-president along with
Taketa of the Japantown Neighborhood
Assn. “Pandori told us year-after-year to
hang in there,” while they battled the
city’s bureaucracy and the budgeting
process. “When Cindy came aboard she
embraced the idea . . . and she took it one
step further,” says Taketa.
At one time Bernal Park was listed as a
“neighborhood” park, not a “city” park,
within San Jose’s bureaucratic-lexicon,
Wines explains, and as a consequence
was getting the short shrift on funding.
“The funding stream didn’t reach down to
local neighborhood parks.”
As a result, there used to be “lots of
derelicts in the park,” says N. 6th St.
resident Rich Kogura, who grew up in the
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Above: Katie Bernal, mother of Raymond Bernal, Jr.,
cuts the ribbon on the expanded park bearing her late
son’s name. Cindy Chavez (center) looks on along with
Morgan Wines (far left) and Vicky Taketa (far right).

“’There’s a feeling
of celebration.
We accomplished
everything we wanted
to. It just took 17
years.’”
— Morgan Wines
neighborhood and played and coached Little
League baseball in the park. Wines agrees.
“Twenty years ago, the Bernal Park cocktail
party started at 7 am every morning. You’d
find 20 condoms in the ladies room,” Wines
says. “You cannot just police a park; good
people have to take possession.”
That’s just what local residents did. “Vicky
NORTHSIDE, Winter 2004

[Taketa] and I started getting people
together in her living room right across
from Bernal Park back in 1987,” Wines
says, banding together to seek
improvements for the tiny park. “It
required incredible patience,” according
to Wines. “There were so many years of
frustration.”
Bernal Park, once known as East Square
Park, was renamed for a local man who
died in 1966 at age 19 while serving his
country in the Vietnam War. As a boy
this same soldier had, with help from his
father, organized suport for a Little
League field in the park, where he
starred as a catcher. Thus, residents
insisted that the new park keep a
baseball field. “The baseball field
played an important role in the lives of
families in the neighborhood,” says
Taketa.
Kogura observes that the original design
for the expanded park changed the angle
of the backstop, but residents were able

to convince the city to reconfigure the design so that the
sun wouldn’t get in the pitcher’s eyes. The community
also had input on other features of the park. “We didn’t
want basketball courts,” for example, says Wines. “We
wanted a family-friendly place with picnic areas, and a
versatile sports field” that could be used for a variety of
activities. One disappointment was that the city nixed the
notion of Japanese landscaping in parts of the park
because it would require too much maintenance.
Otherwise, residents had their way.
Funding for the park expansion was secured by
development fees from the Pavona apartment complex
which went up on former industrial land on the other side
of Mission St. in the late 1990s. During the JacksonTaylor master-planning process for the industrial land,
Kogura says, residents “agreed to higher density provided
they expanded Bernal Park.” The theory was that new
residents would further strain the park, which was, Kogura
says, essentially “in the development’s backyard.”
By way of good fortune, the half block behind the Pavona
project and adjacent to the existing Bernal Park was
vacant, undeveloped land, available for expansion of the
park. “It sat empty all those years,” according to Taketa.
But last January 31 it was filled with joyful residents,
some of whom brought their gloves to inaugurate the new
baseball field. Chavez threw the first pitch — a strike to
city parks dept. head Sara Hensley.
Above (top): construction on the expanded Bernal Park. Above
(bottom): workers lay down sod. Photos courtesy Rose Barales.

“There’s a feeling of celebration,” says Wines. “We

Above: a schematic view of the expanded Bernal Park. N. 8th St. is shown at top; N. 7th St. on bottom; Hedding St. is on the left;
and Mission St. on the right, along the 1st base line of the new ballfield. Drawing courtesy of Councilmember Cindy Chavez.
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Page 7

40+ flowering trees
were planted along
the St. John St.
pedestrian corridor
in the nearby
Julian St. James
& Horace Mann
neighborhoods.

Northsiders Assist Tree Planting
Along St. John St. November 8, 2003

Top: a pair of Victorian homes on the 500 block of St. John St.
received new trees in their parkstrips.
Above: NNA boardmember Bonnie Ross of N. 20th St. digs in.
Right: Cassandra Reyes (right, age 14), and Reyna Branzuela
(left, age 9) proudly stand by the tree they helped plant beside
their home on the 300 block of St. John St.
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Top: Horace Mann NA past president
Carol Savoy of N. 10th St.
Middle: Christian Bonner of Our City
Forest gives tree-planting tips.
Left: Alfredo Sanchez, with daughters
Nereida (age 9) and Nelly (age 2) posing
with one of the trees they helped plant in
front of their home at 511 St. John St.
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Taylor Made: Glass-Blowing Institute
Sets Up Shop on the Northside
by Don Gagliardi
When you think of the exotic art of glass blowing you may think of
Venice or Prague, or perhaps Corning, N.Y. Think a little closer to
home.
Northside has been since August 2002 host to the Bay Area Glass
Institute (BAGI), the only public access glass-working facility in Santa
Clara County. BAGI is housed in an old industrial building along E.
Taylor St. Non-descript from the street, the façade of the 4,600 sq. ft.
facility masks an explosion of color and activity inside.
BAGI, founded in 1996 within an eastside garage by graduating San
Jose State students, responded to “a need” in San Jose, according to
BAGI executive director Susan Longini. “It’s very expensive to have
your own glass-blowing studio,” explains Longini. BAGI provides
publicly accessible space for renowned artists and novices alike.
BAGI, offers classes, holds demonstrations, workshops, exhibits, and
auctions, gives lectures by internationally renowned guest artists,
provides studio tours, and has a wonderful gift shop. BAGI’s mission is
“to make the celebration of glass art accessible to all and provide
continued artistic, educational and intellectual growth to [its] members
and [its] community.”
All that is needed to make glass is sand, soda ash, pot ash, lime and high
heat. Glass blowing dates back 4,000 years to ancient Mesopotamia
(modern-day Iraq.) Glass production soared during the Roman Empire
when glass became available to rich and poor alike.
BAGI is a 501c(3) non-profit corporation that receives grant funding
from the Arts Council Silicon Valley and the David & Lucille Packard
Foundation, and is also self-funded from its sales of art glass both in its
brand-new gift shop and at its three annual fundraisers – a pumpkin
patch, a farmer’s market and an auction.
Tours. BAGI hosts schools, clubs, families and individuals for one-ofa-kind tours and artist demonstrations.
Studio Rental. BAGI’s state-of-the-art glass facility is available for
rent, providing artists with pipes, clear glass, basic tools and even an onsite shower. BAGI can also connect artists with capable assistants for a
variety of project needs.

Photos: Above, the BAGI brochure. Next page,
top, glass blown pumpkins and squash. Next
page, lower, ad for the newly-opened BAGI gift
shop on Taylor St.

Classes. BAGI offers a variety of glass-blowing classes at beginning,
intermediate and advanced glass-blower. “We have lots of classes for
all levels,” gushes Longini. Classes are offered on an individual basis,
in a series, or as an intensive workshop. For those new to glassblowing, BAGI offers beginning classes most weekends, with discounts
on a series of four or more classes. For experienced glass blowers,
BAGI hosts visiting artist workshops with world-renowned master glass
artists.
The teacher/student ratio, at one teacher for every three students, allows
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for lots of direct attention. Private lessons are also available.
BAGI’s mentorship program offers a unique after-school program that
incorporates art, craft, teamwork and intellectual development to lowincome, at-risk or otherwise unengaged high school students who are
recommended by their guidance counselors.
Volunteering. BAGI offers volunteer opportunities, from helping out at
special events to working in the BAGI office or studio. The hours accrued
as a volunteer can be used toward discounts on classes and studio rental
time.
Volunteers are also given the opportunity to participate in a 10-week
apprenticeship program at the institute to further develop and hone their
glass blowing skills under the supervision of an established local artist. This
bi-annual program takes place in the spring and fall. The cost is free for
volunteers who participate.
Guest Lectures and Exhibits. Periodically, BAGI presents guest artist
lectures and demonstrations given by many internationally recognized glass
artists. Often BAGI’s gallery will run concurrent special exhibits of these
artists’ works. The events are free and open to the public.
Special Events. BAGI has three beloved annual art events. In the
springtime it hosts the Great Glass Farmers Market, a bountiful harvest of
glass fruits, vegetables and flowers displayed in a typical street fair fashion,
at the Triton Museum of Art in Santa Clara.
In October, there is the Great Glass Pumpkin Patch, BAGI’s longest running
and most successful fundraising event, which typically features over 6,000
hand-blown glass pumpkins crafted by local BAGI artists. The event is held
in partnership with the Palo Alto Arts Center.
Both the farmer’s market and the pumpkin patch are free events open to the
public.
Each winter, BAGI hosts the Great Glass Auction, the most successful in all
California. (The 2004 event was held on February 7). “Artists from the
glass community all over the country donate work for the auction,” says
Longini. Unlike the other events, auction patrons pay for the honor of
attending, dining and bidding on “high end sculpture” that fetches anywhere
from $100 to $10,000 an item.
Gift Shop. BAGI’s brand new gift shop (opened just after Thanksgiving) is
located in the BAGI facility along Taylor St. It is open weekdays and on
special events. The shop features blown glass ornaments, flowers,
paperweights, jewelry, pumpkins and more.
The shop’s wares make great Christmas gifts, as Terrace Dr. residents Carrie
Doolittle and Stephanie Rynas learned when a BAGI-bought glass pumpkin
found its way under their tree last year: “We love it; it’s so unique,” says
Rynas. “The colors are vibrant and crisp — you can see the different layers
of color that dance around the surface of the pumpkin. And it’s especially
wonderful because it comes from our own Northside neighborhood.”
Bay Area Glass Institute is located at 401 E. Taylor St. between N. 9th and
N. 10th Sts. BAGI is open 11 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday. For
more information, call (408) 993-2244 or email studio@bagi.org. Visit the
BAGI website at www.bagi.org.
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‘Northside . . . hosts . . .
the only public access
glass-working facility in
Santa Clara County. . . .
Non-descript from the
street, the facade . . .
masks an explosion of
color and activity inside.’
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Northside Yesteryear

The following article is reprinted
from the now defunct San Jose Sun,
Wednesday May 26, 1971. Thanks
to Jackson St. resident Jo Schweizer
for bringing the article to the
attention of NNA. If anyone has
any additional information about
Joe Baumann, contact Northside
editor Don Gagliardi at 291-2752
or dpg2003@aol.com.
by Mike Silverman, Staff Writer
Most public officials come and go,
but the Mayor of Backesto park is
set up in office for life.
He’s crusty old Joe Baumann, who
has been coming to the park daily
for the last 16 years, more faithfully
than any mayor ever visited his city
hall.
“I only live 900 steps away on 15th
street,” he explains, implying he has
laid out his paces with precision and
doesn’t mean 899 or 901.
Originally, the 79-year-old
Baumann was just one of many
regular visitors to Backesto, a
gracious strech of lawn, trees and
athletic facilities bounded by
Jackson, Empire, 13th and 15th
streets.
He’d enjoy the sunshine and watch
the generous variety of activities
that make up life in the park – kids
frolicking on swings, picnickers
barbecuing, people of all ages
playing softball, baseball, tennis and
horseshoes.

Above: part of the yellowing
San Jose Sun article on Northsider
Joe Baumann that appeared in
1971.
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‘Joe Baumann moved
to San Jose in 1903
. . . “[Backesto] park
was just a mudhole in
those days.”’
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Gradually he assumed the informal
status of parks department
supervisor – a kind of unofficial
chief assistant to his good friend Joe
Dietz, who for 22 years tended the
park for the city, until his recent
transfer to Overfelt Gardens. “I
used to give him orders once in a
while,” Baumann jokes.
“Mostly I keep after the kids when
they do things they’re not supposed
to – like climbing trees, or riding
bikes on the grass. Nothing too
serious ever happens, though

sometimes you have people who drink
too much beer, or once in a while you
might have to break up lovers.”
But how did the park’s prime upholder
of law and order gain the title of mayor?
“I used to sit together with five or six
other old guys in the bleachers watching
the softball games,” Baumann recalls.
“We got to talking and decided to form a
group – so someone said, ‘hey Joe, you
be mayor.’”
When asked what became of his
companions, he replies, with just a trace
of pathos, “Oh, they all passed away,
one by one. Not too many old people
come to the park now, except for the
bocci players.”
A typical day will find Baumann
arriving at the park around noon, where
he’ll stroll about for a couple of hours
making sure everything’s running
smoothly. Then perhaps a walk
downtown – or even as far as Kelley
park or to Macy’s over on Stevens Creek
boulevard. (He owns a car but uses it
‘only when my wife wants to go
shopping.’) Home at 4, he’ll be back in

‘When asked what
became of his
companions, he
replies, with just
a trace of pathos,
“Oh, they all
passed away one
by one. Not too
many old people
come to the park
now, except
for the bocci ball
players.”’

the park at 6, just in time to watch the
softball games played there every
evening during the summer.

Is he ever tempted to join in the bocci
ball game, or toss a stray horseshoe? “I
don’t play games,” Baumann says
severely. “All I do is walk around and
smoke my cigars.”
Born in San Francisco, he moved to
San Jose in 1903, when his father
bought a saloon at Julian and
Montgomery streets. “This park was
just a mudhole in those days,” he
remembers. “Guys used to come out
and shoot ducks here.” Backesto Park
was not founded until 1922, when
Baumann was 30.
For 36 years he worked at Meyenberg’s
milk evaporating plant, and then for
another 12 years as a receiving clerk at
a King road grocery store – both
enterprises are now defunct. Baumann
retired in 1959 at the age 67, and since
then has been able to devote full time to
his mayoralty.
He and his wife Barbara have been
married 47 years with two children.
Does she ever join him in the park on a
summer evening? “No, she never
comes here,” he announces drily,

‘”Nothing too
serious ever
happens [in
Backesto Park],
though sometimes
you have people
who drink too
much beer, or
once in a while
you might have to
break up lovers.’”
— Joe Baumann
(1971)
Above: “Mayor” Joe Baumann as photographed for the Sun in 1971.
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Twin Teen Tracksters Win 13th St. NAC
Coughran Youth Sports Scholarships
Thirteen-year-old twins Matthew and Marshey
Brown of N. 13th St. received the first Coughran
youth sports scholarships last December at a
presentation during the 13th St. Neighborhood
Advisory Committee (NAC) meeting at Watson
Center.
Started last year with a grant from the Coughran
family, which owns Modern Ice & Cold Storage on
Oakland Rd., the Coughran Youth Sports
Scholarship Fund is a program of the 13th St. NAC
designed to assist local low-income youths
participate in organized athletics. (See, “Angels in
the
Outfield,” Northside, Spring 2003, at pp. 16-17).
Thirteenth St. NAC is part of San Jose’s Strong
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI).
Matthew and Marshey, who have lived in the
Northside the past three years and attend Steinbeck
Middle School, both are members of the Acorn
Oscar Bailey Track Club based in the East Bay,
which competes nationally. The two have run
track since they were age six. Marshey runs the
400 and 800 meters races, and also does relays.
She has placed as high as sixth nationally.
Matthew is a two-time national champion in the
4x100 and 4x400 relays and placed second twice
in the pentathalon, according to his mom,
Jacqueline Marshall.
Matthew and Marshey each received a check for
$675 to cover annual club dues for 2004, during
which they will travel to events in Chicago, New
York, Iowa and to Oregon for the national
championships.
“I really appreciate that the kids have been given
this award to help with their track fees,” says
Marshall, the proud mom. “Sports is getting to
where only the rich kids can afford it.” In past
years, the twins have scrapped by the needed
money through car washes, bake sales, or family
donations, Marshall explains.
The Brown twins’ interest in track has earned them
friends all over the country, since many of the
same kids compete on a regular basis. Matthew
has a good friend in St. Louis for example. It also
has kept them focused on academics – Matthew is
taking math courses two grade-levels above his
class year – and out of trouble. “I never need to
wonder where my kids are,” Marshall says.
Page 14

How do I Apply
for a Grant?
To obtain an application or
determine eligibility, contact 13th
St. community coordinator Debbie
Bybee at 277-3610 or
debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov.
Applicant must be under 18, live in
the 13th St. NAC area (most of
Northside), and must be from a
“very low income” family as
determined by city guidelines.

How do I
Donate to the
Fund?
To donate to the Coughran Fund,
send check payable to 13th St.
Neighborhood Advisory
Committee (NAC) to Debbie
Bybee at 1082 E. Jackson St., San
Jose, CA 95112. Contributions are
tax deductible. Call Debbie Bybee
at 277-3610 for more information.
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Above: Matthew (left) and
Marshey (right), twin track stars
from N. 13th St. who received the
first ever Coughran Youth Sports
Scholarships.

‘”I really
appreciate that
the kids have been
given this award
to help with their
track fees. Sports
is getting to where
only the rich kids
can afford it.’”
— Jacqueline
Marshall
(proud mom)

Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn.

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page
What’s Doing at Ellington Library?
Story Time
Preschoolers & Books (ages 3-5)
Fridays, 9:30 - 10 am

Mon/Tues Noon-9 pm Wed-Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
491 Empire St., 286-5628
www.sjpl.lib.ca.us/Branches/em.htm

Young & Restless (ages to 35 mos.)
Fridays, 10 - 10:20 am
Bilingual (cuentos par ninos, 3-5)
Fridays, 1:15 - 1:45 pm

For starting times and dates, contact
Joyce Ellington Library at 286-5627
Bilingual assistance, Spanish & English
Individual tutoring by appt.: 286-5627
Curriculum support in reading, writing and
math skills for grades K-8

Spanish basic internet class on surfing the web
For adults and seniors
Tuesday evenings, 6:30 - 8 pm
Enrollment limited, call 286-5627

Zoe Lofgren,
Congressperson

271-8700

Manny Diaz,
Assemblyperson

269-6500

Blanca Alvarado,
Supervisor

299-2323

CITY OF SAN JOSE
CALL CENTER 277-4000

Homework Center

Spanish Internet Training

Key Phone #s

Above: NNA boardmember Joyce Ellington (l) with
Ellington Library’s head librarian Nora Conte (r).

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library
Get invoved with your library!
Meetings First Tuesday each Month. 6:30-7:30pm

Cindy Chavez,
City Councilperson

277-5231

Code Enforcement
Ellington Library
Graffiti Hotline
Neighborhood Watch

277-4528
286-5627
277-2758
277-4133

Police

277-5300

EMERGENCY 911
Non-Emergency 311
Vehicle Abatement
Watson Center

277-5305
280-7355

Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Jose Posadas, President
298-4851

13th St. NAC SNI*
Subcommittee Schedule
Friends of Backesto Park
Joe Golda, Chair
Meets 4th Tuesdays/every other month at 7 pm at Backesto Center
Friends of Watson Park
Meets 1st Mondays at 7 pm at Watson Center

goldas@msn.com

Kris Gregory, Chair kristinegregory@yahoo.com

Save San Jose Medical Center
Carrie Doolittle, Chair
cdoo@att.net
Meetings of SSJMC Coalition 2d Mondays at 6:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church,
4th & Santa Clara Sts.
Traffic Subcommittee
Cate Kruse Schroeder, Chair cate@sonic.net
Meets 3rd Mondays at 7 pm at Casa Vicky, 17th & Julian Sts.
Northside Bocce Club
Contact Mary Collins re meeting/event dates.

Mary Collins, Chair mary.collins6@gte.net
or 971-3042

13th St. SNI NAC
Debbie Bybee,
Community Coordinator

277-3610

Don Gagliardi, President

291-2752

Gary Sunseri,
N. 13th St. Business Assn.

288-6216

Redevelopment Agency

794-1000

Northside
Bocce
Club guru
Mary
Collins.

For more info. about 13th St. SNI, contact 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee
at 277-3610 or debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov
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Northside Neighborhood Association
PO Box 2317
San Jose, California 95109-2317
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

Northside En Espanol!
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort

INSIDE:
President’s Corner
Update on N. 13th St.
News In Brief
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Bernal Park Expanded
by Don Gagliardi

pp. 6-7

Photos from St. John St. Tree-Planting
November 8, 2003
Bay Area Glass Institute
by Don Gagliardi
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Northside Yesteryear:
Joe Baumann, Mayor of Backesto Park
reprinted from San Jose Sun, 1971
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