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Author Jane Powell on Bungalow Restoration March 14
Preservationist author Jane Powell will talk to Northsiders about restoring
old bungalows on Monday March 14, at 7 pm at Ellington Library, 491
Empire St. This FREE event is sponsored by NNA.
Powell, who lives in Oakland, is the author of several how-to books about
restoring Arts & Crafts-style bungalows, including Bungalow Kitchens
(2000, $40), Bungalow Bathrooms (2001, $40), and Linoleum (2003, $30),
as well as the recently released Bungalow: The Ultimate Arts and Crafts
Home ($50), and Bungalow Details: Exterior (2004, $40).
Powell will have a limited supply of each of her books on hand for sale and
autographing. She will also field questions from the audience. Don’t miss
this one-time opportunity for expert advice on what to do to restore or
maintain your vintage Northside home.

La preservacionista y autora Jane Powell les
hablara a los vecindarios del lado norte de San
Jose en cuanto a la restoracion de viejos bungalos
el lunes, 14 de marzo, a las 7:00 de la noche en la
Biblioteca Ellington, Calle Empire, 491.
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Esta evento es GRATIS y patrocinado por NNA (La Asociacion del
Vecindario del Norte). Powell, que vive en Oakland, es la autora de varios
libros de como se reconstruye bungalos estilo Arts & Crafts, inclos Cocinas
de Bungalow (2000, $40), Banos de Bungalow (2001, $40), y Linoleo (2003,
$30), tanto como el recien salido Bungalow: La Casa Ultima de Arts &
Crafts ($50) y Detalles de Bungalow: El Exterior (2004, $40). Powell
tendra unos cuantos ejemplares de cada uno de sus libros para vender y
firmar. Tambien contestara preguntas de los oyentes. No pierdan Ustedes
la oportunidad unica de escuchar el consejo de como se construye o se mantiene su casa historica del lado norte de San Jose.

Northside Website: www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna
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between Taqueria Lorena and Giovanni’s Pizza and across the street from
Gecko’s Grill.(see ad at p.11). Quite an
enclave is developing at the intersection
of N. 13th & Vestal Sts.
“We have mochas, lattes (any flavor),
cappuccino, espresso, hot chocolate, etc.,
but you’ve got to try our chai latte,” says
owner Aldrin Aragon. “We also have
pastry and bagels.”

P re s i d e n t ’s C o r n e r
by Don Gagliardi, President
Northside Neighborhood Assn.
I’m baaack! I’m starting my second
stint as president of NNA with the goal
of getting fresh-blood to take on the
leadership mantle starting next year.
Jose Posadas has stepped down after
two fine years at the helm.
Fortunately, NNA welcomes several
new energetic board-members (could
one be a successor?): Roseanne Sullivan of N. 17th St., Tom Nixon of N.
15th St., & Diana King of N. 16th St.
(You may recall that Diana and her husband Matt Bruensteiner graced the
cover of the previous issue.) Diana’s
already done great work with NNA projects like the 18th St. Volunteer Garden
and parkstrip landscaping, and Roseanne is a frequent contributor to this
newsletter, with her regular “Eating
Around the Northside” restaurant reviews. (See pp.6-9.) Tom says he’s a
“recovering ex-attorney,” which is a
worthy avocation in itself.

N. 18th St. resident Deborah Levoy
stopped by Café Aragon shortly after it
opened and “got lattes and hot chocolate.
It was delicious and cozy in there,” Levoy
told the Northside Email Group. “I
highly recommend it!”
*****
Thankfully, Measure S, the $25 per
parcel property tax assessment for San
Jose’s public libraries, including our
Joyce Ellington Branch on Empire St.,
narrowly passed last November. If Measure S failed, the library system would
have lost roughly two-thirds of its annual
budget for books and materials and would
have needed to lay off 40 librarians. Yet,
this important measure, which required
approval of 67 percent of voters, succeeded by less than two-tenths of one
percent, which goes to show that every
vote counts. Indeed, San Jose head librarian Jane Light told me that downtown
precincts (including Northside) were critical to the measure passing.

Speaking of Joyce Ellington Library, a
campaign is underway to raise $500,000

*****
Appallingly, Backesto Park’s
bocce courts were vandalized sometime between last Christmas and the
New Year. The shed was broken into
and one of the three sets of public
bocce ball sets stolen along with a pair
of canopies. Locks on the front gate
and on the shed had been cut. “Short
of barbed wire and electric fences, I
see no way to avoid continued vandalism in the future,” said Northside
Bocce Club chair Mary Collins.
“These people came prepared with
tools and can return . . . anytime.”
Collins filed a police report, but so
far the culprit(s) are at large. The stolen canopies, used to shelter players
from sun and rain, had been purchased
with hard-earned proceeds from the
inaugural Northside Columbus Day
Bocce Tournament in 2003.
*****

N. 16th St. resident Sonya Lu takes
over from Frank Barnard as project
manager of NNA’s Parkstrip Garden
Project. (See article, at pp. 12-13).
Glad to have your help, Sonya.
*****

Page 2

“Fine libraries everywhere exist
with public funds, but it is through
private gifts that they flourish,” Eleanor Dickman, director of development and communications for the San
Jose Public Library Foundation told
me. “Community support helps provide the margin of excellence which
makes our libraries welcoming and
useful educational resources.” If you
want to donate, contact Dickman, at
808-2081 or ewdickman@sjplf.org.
Online: wwwsjplf.org/campaign.htm.

*****

*****

A hearty welcome to Café Aragon,
a new coffeehouse at 856 N. 13th St.,

in funds to furnish the new-andimproved facility once it is rebuilt in
2007. Measure O bond funds will pay
for the new building but not for what
goes inside. Private donations are
needed for furnishings, fixtures, equipment, technology and opening day
collections.

Measure S funding for San Jose libraries
narrowly passed with the necessary twothirds votes last November.
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Our NNA Holiday Potluck last
December was, by all accounts, better
than ever (see p.13). The next NNA
get-together features noted author
Jane Powell, who has written several
books on bungalow restoration:
Monday March 14 at 7 pm at
Ellington Library. See you there!

Update on N. 13th St.

13th St. NAC Brings Santa to Ellington Library
A regular update on the
13th St. Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI):
Thanks to sponsorship from 13th St. NAC and its subgroup
Friends of Joyce Ellington Library, as well as Philanthropic
Ventures Foundation and Costco, “1800 anxious and excited
kids were treated to a visit by good old St. Nick” at Joyce Ellington, East San Jose Carnegie and Educational Park branch
libraries last December, according to librarian Sharon Snow.
“While children and parents waited to meet Santa Claus, library
staff issued library cards, distributed program invitations and
elicited feedback on programs and services,” says Snow.
Every child met Santa (see photo at p.15), received a gift donated by Toys-for-Tots, the San Jose Fire Dept. and Alviso
Community Center, and also got a photograph with Santa to
remember the occasion.
Duc Vu, a parent volunteer, was appreciative. “I’m very happy
for the opportunity to volunteer in this program. It brings me
joy to give out books and toys to children. As a parent I’m also
thankful my child received a book and toy from the library.”
Santa’s visits are an annual holiday tradition at Ellington
Library. To learn more, contact librarian Sharon Snow at
288-5627.
*****
The second and third of four corner gateways to Backesto Park
are now substantially complete thanks to the work of the Friends
of Backesto Park, especially Joe Golda (N. 14th St.), Frank
Barnard (N. 15th) , Nat Robinson (N. 14th) , Will Henninger

Northside

The Northside
Neighborhood Newsletter

Northside is published quarterly by the Northside
Neighborhood Association, San Jose’s oldest. NNA’s mission is to
improve and beautify the Northside neighborhood, inform members,
encourage participation in activities which benefit the Northside and
encourage identification with the neighborhood through social functions.

13th St. NAC boardmembers Frank Barnard (l) and Nat Robinson (r) at
work on the southeast gateway to Backesto Park at 15th & Empire Sts.

(Empire St.), “Happy” Jack Souza (N. 14th), and NNA past
president Jose Posadas (N. 20th St.) (see photo). Eventually
every corner of the historic park will have an antique-style cobblestone gateway built by resident volunteers with grant funding.
*****
13th St. NAC meets 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 pm, typically at Watson
Center, 1082 Jackson St. Free dinner served from 6 pm. For
more information, contact 13th St. community coordinator
Debbie Bybee at debbie.bybee@sanjoseca.gov or 277-3610.

Donate to
13th St. NAC!
Mail or deliver check or goods to
Debbie Bybee, 13th St. Community
Coordinator, 1082 E. Jackson St.,
San Jose, CA 95112. Ph. 277-3610

The Northside neighborhood encompasses the area bounded by
Julian, Hedding, Sixth Street and Coyote Creek. All residents are
automatically members of the association. There are no dues.

Donations to
13th St. NAC are
tax deductible.

Bocce Club
T-Shirts

Northside’s Board of Directors: Don Gagliardi (president);
Roseanne Sullivan (vice president), Ed Berger (treasurer); Tom Nixon
(secretary); Anthony Amarek; Frank Barnard; Leo Bevilacqua; Chris
Bogosian; Chuck Hagenmaier; Diana King; Cathy Novello;
Joe Rodriguez; Bonnie Ross; and Joyce Ellington (emeritus).
The Northside Neighborhood Association of San Jose. P.O. Box 2317, San
Jose, CA 95109-2317. Telephone: (408) 291-2752.
website: www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna.

Sizes Small - 2XL $10 each
Sales proceeds benefit
Friends of Backesto Park
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To Order Contact Mary Collins
mary.collins6@gte.net or 971-3042
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T-Shirts
Friends of Joyce Ellington
Branch Library, San Jose, CA

$12.50 each
Available at the library
491 Empire St., 286-5628
Proceeds help the Friends help
Joyce Ellington Branch Library
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In Brief..........

Hundreds of Daffodils Planted
in Northside Last November
Look for a splash of beauty along the Empire St. side of
Backesto Park in early spring. The NNA volunteer daffodil
planting day last November 6 resulted in planting 300
daffodils.

Northsiders planted
300 daffodils in
Backesto Park last
November. From left
to right: Cassandra
and Gabriel Newland,
NNA VP Roseanne
Sullivan, Diana King
& Gloria Ceral.

The Northside daffodil planting was part of an annual
planting of more than 30,000 daffodils by volunteer groups
across San Jose, courtesy of San Jose Beautiful, which is part
of the city’s department of parks, recreation and
neighborhood services.
Spearheaded by NNA vice president Roseanne Sullivan, the
Northside daffodil planting included volunteers Frank
Barnard of N. 15th St. (an NNA boardmember), Gloria and
Alex Ceral of Empire St., Diana King of N. 16th St. (another
NNA boardmember), Nat Robinson of N. 14th St., along
with the enthusiastic help of two children playing in the park
who begged to be included — Cassandra and Gabriel
Newland of N. 14th St. Their Spanish-speaking abuela
(grandmother) watched from across the street.
Northside volunteers planted bulbs in planters in front of the
Backesto Community Center, in the grounds around the
nearby restroom, and behind the benches at the playground.
They were rewarded with a free lunch at Chiaramonte’s Deli
on N. 13th St. afterward.
To learn more about daffodil plantings in San Jose, go to
www.sjbeautiful.org/daffodil.html.

Gabrielle Wilder of N. 18th St.
during a volunteer work day at the
Northside Volunteer Garden.

George Acosta Receives NNA’s
Winter 2005 Live Oak Award

Northside Volunteer Garden
on Free Tour Sunday April 17
Mark your calendars for the next Going Native Garden Tour on
Sunday, April 17, 2005 from 10 am to 4 pm. Various gardens
throughout the Santa Clara Valley that are water-wise, lowmaintenance, low on chemical use, bird and butterfly friendly, and
attractively landscaped with California native plants will be open
FREE to the public.
For the third consecutive year the tour will include the Northside
Volunteer Garden at the corner of N. 18th & Empire Sts., a formerly
blighted strip of city landscaped and maintained by Northside
residents. The Northside garden won a city beautification award in
1998.
If you want to visit gardens other than Northside’s, for pictures or
ideas or inspiration, pre-registration is required at
www.goingnativegardentour.com. Space is limited so register early.

George Acosta

N. 15th St. resident George
Acosta is the Winter 2005
recipient of NNA’s Live Oak
Award. Acosta, who weekly
sweeps a large part of his
street before trash pickup, is
part of a six-generation
Northside family who traces
its California roots back to
the pre-Spanish period! He
has raised his kids, grandkids and great-grand-kids in
the neighborhood. Recently
Acosta lent his experience
with concrete to the Backesto
Park Gateways Project.

The Live Oak Award is presented quarterly to an individual or group who
materially improves or assists the Northside neighborhood, the neighborhood
association, or one or more of its residents in the upkeep or beautification of
the neighborhood. Current NNA board members and their families are
ineligible. Send nominations for future Live Oak Awards to Don Gagliardi,
291-2752 or dpg2003@aol.com.

NORTHSIDE, Winter 2005

Page 5

‘One of the aspects
that attracted me to
the Northside was
restaurants within
walking distance.
Casa Vicky is the
first restaurant I
found, and I kept
coming back.
Whenever I have
company from out of
town I always bring
them there.’
— Roseanne Sullivan
Eating around the Northside

Su Casa es Nuestra Casa: Northside is Home
to Freshly-Made Mexican at Casa Vicky
by Roseanne Sullivan
Casa Vicky, the popular Mexican cafe and
bakery on the corner of N. 17th & Julian
Sts., would not exist today if little Victoria
Aragon hadn’t watched a lot of silent
movies in Mexico while growing up.
According to her daughter, Marie Perez,
Vicky’s dream of becoming a movie star
made her yearn to move to the U.S. In
1927, at age 17, Vicky headed north on a
train from Morelia, Michoacan with her
obliging mother in tow. They made their
trip while the Cristeros revolution was
going on, and the train was crowded with
soldiers.
Vicky was remarkably cool in the face of
the dangers surrounding her during that
time of civil war. Even at that young age,
she was quick-witted. She already showed
signs of the determination, ambition, and
charm that stayed with her during her long
and adventurous life until she died in San
Page 6

José 10 years ago of cancer at the age of 84.

so much they moved here.

Teenaged Vicky fast-talked her way to the
head of a long line at the Texas border. She
told a customs officer that she and her
mother urgently needed to get across to sew
a wedding gown for a wealthy Texas
woman—a story that Vicky made up out of
whole cloth. Gutsy Vicky even elaborated
about the fabric they were supposedly carrying for the gown, and she made up a name
for the fictional bride-to-be.

Their family grew with the birth of a
girl, Armida, and two boys, Raul (or
Roy) and Albert. Vicky and Alberto,
with entrepreneurial gusto, started
their lifelong pattern of latching onto
whatever opportunities they could find
or create to make their living. Eventually they bought and ran Crescent
Market, the first large San José market
that specialized in Mexican products
and food to go.

Once safely over the border, Vicky and her
mother ventured to Salinas where Vicky’s
brother, Rafael, lived, and then to Monterey.
Vicky didn’t actually go to where movies
were being made, except for a visit to Hollywood some time later, and her dream of
movie stardom never came true. At age 19,
Vicky married Alberto Aguilar, whom she
met in Salinas. The newlyweds got their first
look at San José on their way to San Francisco for their honeymoon, and they liked it
NORTHSIDE, Winter 2005

Four years after their marriage, the
Aguilars were part of the crowd of
10,000 people in St. James Park who
witnessed the vigilante hanging of two
men who had kidnapped Brooke Hart,
the popular heir of the family that ran
a prominent San José department
store. (Editors note: the episode is
recounted in Swift Justice by Harry
Farrell, St. Martin’s Press, 1992.)

Alberto was hired by Governor Earl Warren to help migrant workers. (Warren
went on to be Chief Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court and he headed the commission that investigated president Kennedy’s assassination.)

Left: Nineteenyear-old Victoria
Aragon, the late
matriarch of Casa
Vicky, on her
wedding day,
October 25, 1929,
with husband
Alberto Aguilar of
Salinas.

The family rubbed shoulders with another
famous politician from San José. They
met then-Mayor Norman Mineta, now
federal Transportation Secretary, when
Marie was crowned queen in a 16th of
September pageant commemorating
Mexican Independence Day. Other occasions for meeting with Mineta occurred in
connection with the couple’s involvement
with Commicion Honorifica, a Hispanic
community group they started in the
1930s. They also helped found Club 13, a
social organization that assisted new immigrants. The Aguilars’ charity also had a
personal dimension: they often gave newcomers a place to stay and helped them
find jobs.
Vicky eventually owned four restaurants
under her name, starting with Vicky’s
Café on Post St., then the first Casa Vicky
on 35 South Market near Post, a second
Casa Vicky on Story & King in the Tropicana center, and the current Casa Vicky
on Julian St. in the Northside.
The couple divorced, but not before they
had another daughter, Marie, when Vicky
was 42. Vicky took the last name Fields
during a brief second marriage. Marie
now owns and runs the current Casa
Vicky.
Granddaughter Vicky Pedrosa, who is the
daughter of Marie’s sister Armida Lizardi, also works in the restaurant weekends and sometimes during the week.
Like her children and grandchildren,
Vicky was always a hard worker. Even
when she was sick with the cancer that
took her life, Vicky kept coming to work
at the restaurant. In her obituary, her
daughter in law Evelyn Aguilar recalled
that her husband, Raul, who died the year
before Vicky did, always said that Vicky
wanted to go with her boots on.
Today, photos of handsome young Victoria and Alberto in their native costume
hang over the mantle in the café’s dining
area. Other photos of them hang near the
door on the Julian side of the café. The

‘Vicky’s dream of
movie stardom never
came true. At age 19,
Vicky married Alberto
Aguilar, whom she
met in Salinas. The
newlyweds got their
first look at San Jose
on their way to San
Francisco for their
honeymoon and they
liked it so much they
moved here.’
NORTHSIDE, Winter 2005

Above: Vicky’s daughter Marie Perez, the
current proprietor, stands below a photo
of her parents in the restaurant.
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photos harmonize so well with the rest of
the décor, and the people in them are so
attractive, that it would be easy to think
the people portrayed were models and
that the photos were staged as part of the
Mexican theme.
I started coming to Casa Vicky while in
the process of buying my house on N.
17th near Washington in December
2001. The Sunday after I signed the papers, a group of about 15 friends joined
me and my son while Father Dan Urcia,
a priest from my former parish church,
St. John the Baptist in Milpitas, blessed
every nook and cranny of the still empty
house with holy water, even the dark
corners of the basement.
Afterward, I took everyone to Casa
Vicky’s for brunch. The arrival of such a
large group at once caused temporary
consternation, but within a few minutes
we were all seated at a long table in the
charming little house next to the restaurant that is used for overflow seating and
parties. The manager, Chuy, sent
Juaquina Rivas over with chips and
salsa, coffee, and eventually chafing
dishes full of good Mexican breakfast
food.
One of the aspects that attracted me to
the Northside neighborhood was that
there are restaurants within walking distance. Casa Vicky is the first restaurant I
found (it’s only a block away), and I
kept coming back. When I have company from out of town, I always bring
them there.

‘Vicky and Alberto,
with entrepreneurial
gusto, started their
lifelong pattern of
latching onto
whatever
opportunities they
could find or
create to make a
living. Eventually
they bought and ran
Crescent Market, the
first large San Jose
Market that
specialized in Mexican
products and food to
go.’
Below: owner Marie Perez and some patrons in
the bakery section of the expansive restaurant.

The place is a bright and pleasant place
to be. The walls are painted salmon pink
with stenciled flowers and fruits around
the archways that divide the space. Light
from lots of big windows floods the café
and its tiled and wood floors. Even at
night, the place is bright with overhead
lights and neon.
Marie Perez told me that the family first
bought the L shaped building housing
the latest rendition of Casa Vicky in
1986. They remodeled part of the space
in the Julian side of the L, and they
opened the remodeled space in 1989.
Previously the site had been a bakery,
and then a recording studio, so during
the remodeling, the family found all
kinds of artifacts used for soundproofPage 8
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ing, such as mattresses, bedspreads,
and newspapers dating back to the
1940s.
They also bought the little house next
door on Julian St. at the same time
with plans to tear it down for parking,
but it was so charming they remodeled
it too and use it for overflow seating
and for parties.
For a few years, they kept two tenants
in the part of the building along 17th
St.: Kim’s Market on the corner and a
Western Union telegraph office that
wired money mostly to Central and
South America. They bought the last
tenant in the corner store out of the
lease in 1992 and then remodeled and
expanded into the space as it looks
today.
What are you going to order when you
go? The large menu of offerings has
something for everybody. I believe
that the diversity in the café’s menu,
along with the pleasant surroundings
and the friendly staff, is what attracts
about a 50/50 mix of Mexican Americans and Anglos. San Jose police officers eat there all the time. Local government offices have meetings there.
Officials from the government offices
on Hedding, including County Com-

missioner Pete McHugh, have parties
there. I asked the group of ItalianAmerican ladies in their 70s who have
coffee at Rollo’s after daily Mass
whether they eat at Casa Vicky’s and
what they like to eat there. Rose Santanocito and Pauline Ciraulo both said they
like to go to Vicky’s, and they both like
the California-style enchilada.
The California-style enchilada is an adaptation of the Mexican enchilada, but
with a flour tortilla replacing the corn
tortilla. Marie told me that these days she
serves fajitas too, which are a north of
the border invention, but when she was
growing up she had never heard of them.
The chimichangas and the nachos on the
menu are yet another example of how
Vicky’s changes to meet the preferences
of the people who eat there. Chimichangas, fajitas, and nachos, are all dishes
concocted in America to please American
tastes.
I’ve enjoyed lots of dishes there. For a
long time, I was enamored with their fish
tacos, with fried halibut fillets in corn
tortillas with tomatoes, cheese, sour
cream, and lettuce. Then I started craving
their chicken soup, with its big chunk of
chicken, and big pieces of potato, zucchini and carrot in a cilantro-flavored
broth, especially when I was sick. I occasionally buy a dozen of their whole wheat
tortillas at a time and keep them in my
refrigerator. I toss them on a hot griddle
for a few minutes to warm and crisp them
and use them wrap around anything you
might wrap in a bun or put between two
pieces of bread, hot dogs, for example.

‘Casa Vicky’s large
menu of offerings has
something for
everybody. The
diversity in the café’s
menu, along with the
pleasant surroundings
and the friendly staff, is
what attracts a 50/50
mix of MexicanAmericans and Anglos.
San Jose police officers
eat there all the
time . . .’
Many vegetarian selections are highlighted on the menu, and the café was
highly rated by one vegetarian restaurant
reviewer for the fresh and “all-natural”
ingredients. The restaurant avoids using
animal fat in food preparation, except,
Marie told me, when they make carnitas.
“You almost have to use lard for carnitas
or they just wouldn’t be the same.”
You line up at the cash register, pick your
meal from the many items in the menu up
on the wall, and you pay at the counter.
They bring the food to your table.

Right: the
house next
door to
Casa Vicky
has been
converted
into a
banquet
and
meeting
facility.

An area at the northeast corner of the
restaurant is separated from the tables at
the bakery end of the counter by a waisthigh tiled wall; behind the wall is a big
tortilla press where you can often see the
staff make fresh tortillas, white every
day, and whole wheat on the weekends.
The tortilla press is near another big machine, a rotisserie where they roast the
café’s featured mesquite chicken.
The bakery case displays a large variety
of Mexican style cookies and pastries and
bagged fresh tortillas to go. They’ll make
churros (10 inch long strips of fried cinnamon-sugared dough) only on request
because churros don’t taste good after
they sit around. The tables at the bakery
end of the counter are a pleasant place to
linger with a pastry, like one of their
orejitas (little ears), and a good cup of
coffee prepared on their espresso machine, or a cup of café olla, a Mexican
style coffee flavored with cinnamon.
The café’s selection of things to eat and
drink is practically endless. So, if you are
interested, in knowing more, you’ll have
to read the menu for yourself.
Marie said she couldn’t keep the place
going without the help of her husband
Bob Perez, her niece Vicky, and her manager José Landarica (Chuy), who has
been with her since 1998. Marie cannot
say enough good about them and other
employees, such as Delia Moreno, their
cook for 30 years who just retired; Rosita
Alvarez, who has been making tortillas
and tamales with them since 1981;
Juaquina Rivas who has done a variety of
jobs, working at the counters and helping
with the catering since 1983; and Jaime
Fernandez, who started in 1996,who
works the counters. Maria and her husband don’t want anyone to feel left out
because everyone who works there is
appreciated, so Bob made a special call
to me after the interview to ask me to
make sure I also mention Theresa
Jauregui, who works in the kitchen.
Casa Vicky is located at 792 E. Julian St.
at the intersection of N. 17th St. Open
daily 7 am to 10 pm. 995-5488. “Eating
around the Northside” is a regular
review of neighborhood eateries.
Contact Roseanne Sullivan at
roseannesullivan@sbcglobal.net.
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Far left:
Joanne
Santner
and her
cat trap.
Above &
left: cats
rescued by
Santner.

‘Joanne Santner, a
post partum nurse
at Good Samaritan
Hospital, estimates
she has captured 40
to 50 cats since she
moved to the
Northside. She
pays for their
surgeries and care
out of her own
pocket.’

Kitten Kaboodle: Northsider’s Home
a Sanctuary for Stray and Feral Cats
by Bonnie Ross
When she first moved into her house on
the 300 block of N. 20th St. in 1986, my
neighbor Joanne Santner saw stray cats
everywhere. Today, if you see any stray
cats on that block, Joanne is likely already on their trail. She’ll place cat food
in a strategically-placed wire cage.
When the cat steps on a metal plate inside the trap, the door closes and the cat
cannot escape.
Unbeknownst to the disgruntled cat, it is
about to get some personalized attention.
Joanne brings the cat to the vet, where it
is examined, neutered, and vaccinated.
Typically the cat also receives a small
notch in one ear to signify that it has
been neutered. If it gets a clean bill of
health, Joanne releases the cat, but feeds
it in her driveway and monitors its welfare for the rest of its life. The practice
is known as Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR).
TNR is defined by Alley Cat Allies, a
national organization concerned with the
welfare of feral cats, as a full management plan in which stray and feral cats
already living outdoors are humanely
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trapped, evaluated, vaccinated, and sterilized by a veterinarian. Kittens and tame
cats are adopted. Healthy adult cats too
wild to be adopted are returned to their
habitat under the care of volunteers.
TNR is a reaction to the traditional policy
of many animal control organizations,
which was to capture and euthanize feral
cats. Once a wild cat is older than about
six months, it is very difficult to socialize
it enough to place it up for adoption as a
house cat. For many years, the only option for dealing with the overpopulation
of stray cats was to put them to sleep. In
addition to raising the ire of cat lovers,
this method proved ineffective in controlling the level of stray cat populations,
since many people left out food for strays
and the unaltered cats reproduced rapidly.
As long as there was a food supply, as
soon as one cat was captured and euthanized, another would take its place. A
pair of breeding cats, which can have
more than two litters per ear, can reportedly exponentially reproduce 420,000
offspring over a seven-year period.
The alternative, TNR, is effective because
it stops cats from reproducing at a faster
NORTHSIDE, Winter 2005

rate than the traditional method. The
American Veterinary Medical Assn.
endorses TNR as a means of dealing
with unwanted cats. In addition, TNR
saves the taxpayer money – it is cheaper
to neuter and release an animal than to
house it while awaiting adoption or,
when that proves impossible, euthanasia.
Joanne, a post partum nurse at Good
Samaritan Hospital, estimates that she
has captured 40 to 50 cats and kittens
since she moved to the Northside nearly
20 years ago. She pays for their surgeries and care out of her own pocket. This
is in addition to caring for her personal
house cats, Missy and Efrim, and her
two dogs, Hershey and Corey.
So serious is Joanne about her cat rescue
efforts that she had a storage room in her
garage converted to a kitty condo complete with food, water, litter pans, padded perches, and lots of cozy corners
lined with cushions and towels for comfort. This room is where Joanne works
with the kittens she traps to get them
accustomed to human companionship
and being handled. (True feral cats cannot be handled by humans.)

“I pull up a chair, turn on the radio and
make myself and the cats comfortable,”
Joanne says. Once socialized, Joanne finds
homes for the kittens.
Last year, Joanne spent a week of her vacation volunteering at Best Friends Animal
Sanctuary in Utah, which serves both cats
and dogs. “I want to make it an annual
thing,” says Joanne.
“She’s a sucker” for an animal in need,
Joanne’s vet, Dr. Alissa Shen, described
Joanne to me. Dr. Shen practices at VCA
Crocker Animal Hospital in east San Jose
and has cared for many of Joanne’s strays.
Joanne relies on Dr. Baljit Chahal of the
Akal Animal Hospital on Berryessa Rd.
Dr. Baljit works with various animal rescue
groups.
“People think that feral cats can take care
of themselves,” Dr. Shen explained. “But
ignoring ferals means leaving them to a life
of disease and constant combat.”
Feral cats also spread diseases to domestic
cats allowed outdoors. Some of these dis-

‘So serious is
Santner about her
cat rescue efforts,
she had a storage
room in her
basement converted
into a “kitty condo,”
complete with food,
water, litter pans,
padded perches,
and lots of cozy
corners lined with
cushions and towels
for the cats’
comfort.’

eases, like “kitty AIDS” and feline leukemia, can be fatal. When cat rescuers like
Joanne bring the animals in to be fixed,
they are also vaccinated by the clinic.
Neutering strays not only prevents them
from breeding, but also, by altering their
homes, eliminates many annoying behaviors associated with mating, such as aggression, yowling, fighting, and marking
territory.
The city of San Jose used to have a program to assist residents in obtaining spay/
neuter services for cats at low cost. However, when I contacted Animal Care &
Services (the city dept. previously known
as Animal Control) in September 2004 for
information about the program, I was told
that it was discontinued for lack of funds.
The good news is that the County of Santa
Clara still has a similar program to assist
with spaying and neutering at little cost.
Go to www.gosmas.org to find out about
the county’s voucher system and a list of
low-cost clinics. $10 for feral cats.
Bonnie Ross, an NNA boardmember, is a
resident of N. 20th St. Contact her at
bonnie2020@earthlink.net.

NNA Offers Grants to Neuter Stray Cats!
Inspired by Joanne Santner, who has neutered dozens of stray
and feral cats at her own expense, NNA has initiated a grant
program which Santner will administer to provide grants to
other Northside residents to assist with the cost of spaying or
neutering of stray or feral cats. For more information or to
apply for a grant, contact Santner at jssj96@aol.com.

Picture Yourself in Print!

NNA boardmember Bonnie Ross
models her NNA t-shirt in Mendocino.
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Here’s your chance to make an
appearance in the Northside
newsletter, the publication directly
targeted to your neighbors. Submit
a snapshot of yourself, family
members or friends sporting their
Northside wear at an exotic locale,
in Europe, the east coast or
Disneyland — anywhere outside the
‘hood — and we’ll try to publish one
every issue. Send photos c/o
Don Gagliardi, 303 Almaden Blvd.,
Suite 500, San Jose, CA 95110. Be
sure to identify persons and places in
photos and provide return address an
phone number so photos can be
returned.
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Get Up to $250 in Free Money: NNA Offers
Grant Program for Landscaping Your Parkstrip
Northside residents are eligible for a grant of up to $250 per
household to landscape the strip of land between the
sidewalk and the curb adjacent to your home.
As part of the Northside Parkstrip Garden Project designed
to make our neighborhood more attractive, NNA is making
available grant funds to assist residents remove cement or
dead lawn from their parkstrips and replace it with trees and
a thriving parkstrip garden.

Ten-year-old Chris
Robinson waters plants
in a reclaimed parkstrip.

Any Northside resident can apply. The application guidelines are shown below, and the application form itself is
reproduced on the next page. Just complete the application,
clip it and send it in to NNA at the address indicated.

Above: NNA planted daffodils in the parkstrip
adjoining the city-owned property where neighbors
maintain the Northside Volunteer Garden at N. 18th
& Empire Sts.
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NNA’s
Vicky
Ortiz, Joe
Golda &
Chuck
Hagenmaier
celebrate
parkstrip
facelifts
along N.
16th St.
Golda
(center)
started the
Northside
Parkstrip
Garden
Project.
Above: Northside kids play next to a blighted parkstrip with dead
grass and weeds — a good candidate for a parkstrip grant.

Above: a formerly cemented Northside parkstrip
redone with NNA grant funds to include trees,
groundcovering plants and cobblestone walkways.
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Northside Holiday Potluck 2004
NNA held its annual Holiday
Potluck jointly with 13th St.
NAC on Thursday December 9,
2004 at Watson Center.
Photos: left: Cate Schroeder
(center), son Ben and husband
Jeff, of N. 15th St. in the food
line. Above (clockwise from
upper left): Geoff Clark and 21mo-old daughter Naomi of N.
12th St.; 5-yr-old Isabel with her
spotted stuffed animal raffle prize
which coincidentally matches the
trim on her outfit; Santa’s helper
and NNA boardmember Cathy
Novello, who led the set up,
clean-up and decorations; Erik
Schoennauer brought
cupcakes; residents eat during a
SJPD update.
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Compliments of Your Northside Neighborhood Assn.

Clip & Save Neighborhood Troubleshooter Page
What’s Doing at Ellington Library?
Story Time
Family (all ages), Wednesdays 7-7:30 pm
Preschoolers (ages 3-5), Thurs. 11-11:30 am
(except 1st Thursdays) & Fridays, 9:30 - 10 am
Babies & Toddlers (ages to 35 mos.)
Fridays, 10:30-10:50 am

491 Empire St., 286-5627, www.sjlibrary.org
Hours: Mon-Wed 11 am-8 pm
Thurs-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm

Homework Center
Mon. ,Wed,. & Thurs., 2:15-4:15 pm

Reading Readiness for Talkers
Sat. March 5, 10 am to 11:30 am
Registration required
Help your 2– or 3-year-old to learn important
skills now to become good readers later.

Zoe Lofgren,
Congressperson

271-8700

Manny Diaz,
Assemblyperson

269-6500

Blanca Alvarado,
Supervisor

299-2323

CITY OF SAN JOSE
CALL CENTER 277-4000

Media Literacy by KTEH
Sat. February 19m 10 am to Noon
Registration required; available in Spanish
Educates parents, teacher and child care providers on the role media/television can play in
the lives and development of children.
Reading Readiness for the Pre-Talkers
Sat. February 26, 10 am to 11:30 am
Registration required
Help you baby and toddler learn important
skills now to become good readers later.

Key Phone #s

Bob Ellington plays
Santa for local
kids last December at
Ellington Library.

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library
Get invoved with your library!
Meetings First Tues. each Month. 6:30-7:30pm

Cindy Chavez,
City Councilperson

277-5231

Code Enforcement
Ellington Library
Graffiti Hotline
Neighborhood Watch

277-4528
286-5627
277-2758
277-4133

Police

277-5300

EMERGENCY 911
Non-Emergency 311
Vehicle Abatement
Watson Center

277-5305
280-7355

Northside Neighborhood Assn.
Don Gagliardi, President
291-2752

13th St. NAC SNI*
Subcommittee Schedule
Friends of Backesto Park
Nat Robinson & Jody Wilkinson, co-Chairs jowilkin@cisco.com
Meets periodically at Backesto Center, contact chair for next date
525-0450 (Jody, w)
Friends of Watson Park
Gabrielle Wilder, Chair gabriellewilder1@aol.com
Meets 1st Mondays at 7 pm at Watson Center
Save San Jose Medical Center
Carrie Doolittle, Chair
ranita23@sbcglobal.net
Meetings of SSJMC Coalition 2d Mondays at 6:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church,
4th & Santa Clara Sts.
Traffic Subcommittee
Meets 2d Mondays at 7 pm at Watson Center

Cate Kruse Schroeder, Chair cate@sonic.net

Northside Bocce Club
Contact Mary Collins re meeting/event dates.

Mary Collins, Chair mary.collins6@gte.net
or 971-3042

Friends of Joyce Ellington Branch Library
Meets 1st Tuesdays at 6:30 pm at the library

Walter Hudson, Chair wlhudson@pacbell.net
or 286-2091

Northside Parents Group
Rick Schertle

279-0307

13th St. SNI NAC
Debbie Bybee, Comm. Cdtr.
Don Gagliardi, President

277-3610
291-2752

N. 13th St. Business Assn.
Gary Sunseri, President

288-6216

Redevelopment Agency
Christine Velasquez

794-1000

Threeyear-old
Logan
Conners
at the
Northside
Flea
Market
last
August.

For more information, contact 13th St. community coordinator Debbie Bybee at 277-3610
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Northside Neighborhood Association
PO Box 2317
San Jose, California 95109-2317
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

Northside En Espanol!
www.enative.com/ca/scl/nna

County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado is the featured guest at the next general meeting of the Nort

INSIDE:
President’s Corner
Update on N. 13th St.
News In Brief
Eating Around Northside: Casa Vicky’s
Kitten Kaboodle: Joanne Santner
Parkstrip Garden Project Application
Photo Scrapbook: Northside Holiday Potluck 2004
Neighborhood Guide/Calendar

p. 2
p. 3
p. 5
pp.6-9
pp.10-11
pp.12-13
p.14
p.15

693
N. 13th St.
288-9437
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